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TO THE TEACHEIta AND SCHOLABB Of TH£ SUNDAY 
aCHaOLS IK MANCHESTBB Am) SALFOBD. 



HRouRH ydur liind instrutnentality I devote 
ihis If ule work to the service of Clirisliau miasions. 
The maQuscript had for yearsi lain in my desk 
incomplete ', and might have served, like many 
other fragDientSj as a memorial of sympathies and 
lOLights of by-gone years. But at the Juvenile 
[issionary meeting, held in ray chapel la£t June, 
& missionary (EheRev. Ebenr.Davies, from British 
Guiana) rehearsed many cheering proofs of 
Negro zeal to estcDd the knowledge of the Gospel 
among the people of Africa* 

I heartily desired to aid them in promoting a 
" CJifhtian Ne^ro Mission'^ to central Africa ; 
and n-as anxioua to co-operale witJi you in this 
good work. I remembered my long slighted 
mannscript, and intimated that, if our Sanday 
school friends in Chapel-street Chapel would col- 
lect the money, requisite to defray the charges of 
printing an ediuon, I would prepare the unfinished 
ts^le and superiaiend its publication, TUey accepted 
[my terms; and by contributigiis and solicitation 



IV 

realised asmucb as will pay the publisher's account 
for an edition of two thousand copies. 

I shall rejoice if every one of these small vol- 
umes find a ready purchaser, since the whole pro- 
ceeds are to be applied to encourage the contemp- 
lated mission ; if conducted with the sanction of 
the London Missionary Society, and by means of 
its missionaries and coadjutors, already engaged in 
the work; at their stations in Demarara and Ber- 
bice. 

It will not grieve me if this faithful delineation 
of slavery render the minds of some of its abettors 
uncomfortable; and shall successfully enforce the 
claims of poor Africans upon certain christians 
and christian churches in Great Britian and 
America, too ready to symbolise with the master 
and the trader in slaves. Oh, when shall the 
United States of republican America set free the 
bond children of our fellow men, who in their 
country sufier asmucb cruelty as is indured in any 
despotic or barbarous land of the earth. ? 

That the Creator of the Negro and of every 
other tribe among men, who is also the Judge of 
the quick and the dead, and the Dispenser of all 
good, may bless this humble tribute to his service, 
is the prayer of 

J. W. MASSIE. 
Lower Broughtorit 

June 22nd., 1846 
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TEE SLAVE EtTNT, 



iBOQKiE, in the mounLainous ri^gion of Mandara 
"and TviiLiij the territory of Bornou, was a wild but 
fertile glen^ rieLly wooded, beautifully situated, 
md almost tmpregtiably secure. It was watered 
by a placid but peronnial sLrearu wLiuli oozed frotn 
tbe fissures of ibe roctj or flowed from tbe loftier 
summits tlint overhung the sequestered dale. From 
a geutie declivity near the base of the IVlora> and 
between two elevHted ritJges which gradually sloped 
toward (he p^ain, tbe little valley bc;^au tu open ; 
through the roiddle of it meandered the unpretend- 
ing rivnletj which carried upon its boaom a tbou- 
aand blessings, and n'bose waters coui'eyeil life and 
regetntion. beauty and gladness, to tbe scattered 
iljhabiumts. As the glen vridetied, the parallel 
ridges became depressed, and left in the southern 
distance tbe rugged peats of the immense Man- 
dara hills, which, as visible from tbe bosoui of the 
valleyj ajipeared bold, rocty, precipittmsj and dark- 
ened by the deepest foliage; and presenting nn al- 
most trackless wild thai fotild not be traversed in 

lany weeks, and whose utmost margin consisted of 
B 
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momKuSA teti times more elevated and formid^] 

Upon the nearer ridges the wailiig aoici 
tamarUkt the lotus, and other slighi and elegant 
trees and shrabsp of the most delicate data, dis- 
played the rich Tariety of Natuf^e's works and t^ 
sources. Here she revelled in the produrtion of 
vegetable life i the trees were co?ered wiiL Viglil 
green and luxuriant foliage, and iheir trunks were 
bidden by a crowd of pan^itical plants^ whose aro- 
matic hiosaoiD5 perfamed the air^ The freshness 
of the scencj with the fluttering viv;^city of the hun- 
dred birds of beanteoii» and variegated plumage, 
that were perched among the creeping plants, 
formed a most delightful cotitia&t to the harren 
stillness of the arid plain* The fields^ loo, on 
either aide waved with plenty, for the earth with 
spontaneous profusion poured out of her lap of 
what was good to the taste and pleasiant to the eye 
— it was a rich table of diversified supplies, a gay 
carpet of varied hues. Further dowuj and north- 
ward^ stretched a fine champaigu countr}^ — then a 
wide spreading plain, whichj as it receded from the 
moisture of the hiUs, become arid, fruitless, and 
waste. 

This glen had presented the retirement and pro- 
mised (he security req^uircd hy a kerdy or pagan 
vilUge. And at first io the deeper recesses, a small 
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wandering tribe of heathen negros had fixed their 
abode. Their nhsciirity had been long their de- 
fence, and no slave-bant liad disturbed their eiijoy- 
ments. The little colony increased its numbers 
and extended Us bordei-s t the bee-hive huts became 
more widely scattered^ and were thrown more upon 
the face of the vallej^ A clusire of them spread 
in one spot, and anolher o( tbem in another, till, 
during the evenings, the fii-es which were visible in 
the different nests of these simple und harmlesB 
people threis^ a glare upon the sloping ridges and 
the rocks which overhung the valley and the plain^ 
rendering the appearance picturesque and impi>a- 
iug in the extreme. It was in the evening too that 
ihe sultry clime permitted the indolent inhabiuinls 
to join in intercourse, arausementj and revelry. As 
soon as the evetsing breeze began to hlow, the song 
resounded throughout all ibe region; it enlivened 
the social meeting and inspired the festive dance. 
The soft and agreeable colours in which the face 
of nature was diveretfied — the permatiency of the 
prominent lerrestial outline, their individuality and 
their frequent recurrence to the resident inhabitant, 
secured au attachment among these mounteineers 
to which the versatile and unstable objects of a 
crowded city possess no claim. The bolder fea- 
turctr of natuL'e seem at all times fitted to create 
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greater sympft thy and affeclion, and are the subjects 
of a longer reitienibnmce, tlian atiy of tlie produc- 
tions of hunmn an. So was il iii llie vale of Atu>o- 
kie, Wbal resident in a populous city, or inhabit- 
ant of a palace, can realize tht^ tendtr eiTuajons of 
the sou! wliicli the wonied rambles in ibe woodland 
scene, ibe waters of the rippling brook, or the ani- 
mated occiipants of the pastoral vulley, drew forth 
in iMs abojt! of idleness and of song ? Hence the 
sCrona: feclinfre of attachment with wbith iLese rns- 
tic inbabitauts clung to their native seats* Ev^eu 
the tenants {>f the deseit, who roam widely in quest 
of plnnder, have thoir Utile watered valleys, or cir- 
cuit of hills, in which tliey make ibeir more per- 
manent abode. Il is not the Swiss patriot alone 
who loves bis Alpine home when there, and mouma 
his absence from it; but the Negro, too, despised as 
he is, loves his father's bonie, and cherishes local 
affections, which the more refined citissen of civil- 
ized cotnmuuiLiea has rarely experienced.* 

The Negro character among ihe monntains of 
Mora appuaTB to have been distinijQi&hed by some 
features unusually amiable, by a peculiar warmth 
of the social aiTectionSj and by a close adherence 
10 kindred ties. That be was mild, hospitable, aud 
liberal, is the teslimonv of tbe venturous and en- 
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THE SLAVE HDNT. 9 

ligLtcT^cd travellers viho have explored the rude set-* 
ilements, and been relieved with ihe moat signal 
and generous hospitality. The aflecling and pa- 
llieiic latneuialiou uttered in the little Baitibara 
Cottage over the dislressea of Park, is an affecting 
proof of what iJie stranger raigbt have enjoyed but 
for die rapine and plunder of former visitors, Su- 
perstitieua apprehension, and local tyrannyj had 
shut every door, when the forlorn and gentle tra- 
veller, baving turned loose Lis horse to provide for 
himself, was preparing for his own protection from 
wild beaslSj to climb a tree and sleep among the 
brai^cbes, — an aged female^ returning from the la- 
bours of the 6eld, cast on him a look of compassion 
and desired him to follow her. She led him to her 
hut, provided for him a refreshing repast, and 
spread a mat for him on which to sltep. She for- 
bade the prying gaze of her inquisitive damsels, 
and withdrew them from the wearied stranger; and 
wliilst they plied their evening tasks, she cheered 
their labours with a simple Bong, in the chorua of 
which they afieutionately joined* — " Tbe winds 
roared aud the rainn fell- The poor wHite man, 
taint and weary, came and sat under our tree. He 
has no mollier to bring him n^ilk ; no wife to grind 
him corn. Let us pity the poor wliito man ! No 
mother has he/' £cc. 
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It h but too iTue that Abookie contained no 
scrainapy, even in the vaguest sense, for ibe know- 
ledge of leUers^ to incite the mind of ibe young to 
thougbtful enquiry, or to direct bis steps m tbe 
nobler pursuits of intellect. Nor was there ever 
uttered from uny heaven -directed tower iLc petdit)^ 
Bound of the sokmn bell, to dr&w tbe people into 
the presence of tbe living God ! no herald of peace 
and love was there, to tell tbe will of an offended 
God being now reconciled lo guiUy meOi Tbeir 
knowledge was limited lo tbe indistinct and uucer* 
lain tales of tradition — tbe mysterious shadows of 
a darkened twilight. Tbe amusements of the peo- 
ple, and ibeir exercises, as well as their feats, be- 
longed rather to the body than the tnimlj and cor- 
responded with a very low standard of intellect 
The bond of tlieir union, foimded rather in local- 
ity than in mutual concession, had bat few linlcs; 
and their rceiprocEd attachment embraced ouly a 
few principles of general and combined operations. 
They could hardly be called a community; they 
had no civic polity j there was no governor among 
them, and every man did that which was rij^ht in 
bis own eye^. Yet, among every clustre of huts 
there was tbe spreading mangrove tree, wbose 
friendly branchea were a protection from the solar 
heat, and a shadow from the oppressive glare« The 
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THE SLiTE HUNT. 11 

infant Africnns here JroUcked, and spent their days 
of partial harmlessness under their parents' eye ; 
while each mother, in front of the rude cot, per- 
forming her daily task, turned the distaff and spin- 
dle to prepare the clothing for ber family, their 
cbubhy and sportive offspring flssocial^d in merri- 
ment around iLeir faiher's tree, with untamed 
laughter and careless indulgence. There can be 
xio sketch more U"uly and vividly delineated^ and 
more suited to our natural relish of rural and natu- 
ral objects, ihan th€ language of the poetic and ar- 
dent advocate of Afric's sons • — 

^" Yon Cottager, who weaves at her Dwn door, 
Pillow and bwbbitis all her little store ; 
Conlent, Uiough rnean — and cheerful, if not gay — 
Shuffling the threads about the livf^Iong day, 
Just cjims a seimty piltascfs, a.nd at flight 
LicB dowu, fl&cure, her heiut and ijockt't light; 
She, for her hutDbb sphero by nature fit, 
fr Has little uudt^rBtandiDg and no wit, 
m EeceiTQs uu prajseV • • • * 
This last feature of the delineation is« alas, too 
irue when applied to the females of Africa; but how- 
ever descriptive it may he of the manner in which 
their merits are appretiated, it is far from being 
just or deserved, since many of their labours are 
iugenioLis, their manufactures remarkable for their 
fineness, and their operations distinguished by a 
shrewd intelligence. The cotton plant and the in- 
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digo^fertt aflbrd ibe njatcirials for tbeir ingenious 
iudusU'}' : from these, by die spindle^ tha Itium, nnd 
the dye-tioiise, ibey pradu(!e the rich and glossy 
coloured garments in which tbeir sable fomis are 
neatly clothed. Rude and untutored as are their 
habits, suqiming skill ii displayed in the beautiful 
and oinamentul mats whicli they fabricate from the 
palmetto, and which, as symbuls of distinction, are 
osteWtaUoaaly displayed in lieu of a leopard, a pan- 
iberj or a lion's sMn^ on festive days: while the 
Moors of Morocco scarcely Biirpaas them ia tan- 
ning, dying, and drcssiug the hides or skin£ of tbeir 
domestic cattle, or the spoils of the cltase. 

To the fathers and the sons of Ahoukie was 
committed principaJly the culture of the fields, 
and under their rude implements and Berveleaa 
labours, the dhoura, the kousJious, the dute tree, 
the com and the Tine, readily' yielded an abun- 
dant harveat and a luxurious store* Indolent — 
though muscular — and situated in a congenial 
clime, they were unused to vigorous exertions 
of any kind j if we except the occasional excite- 
ment of a leopard or hyteua hunt, they were 
habituated to the untasked idleness of their plea- 
sant glen and their fruitful groves: their life was a 
course of sloth and easy enjoyment. The dream 
in the shade by day — the slumber by the fountain 
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or the streaTUj or under the spreading palm tree, 
d tiring Uie sultry nanntide heal— and the song, and 
the datice, nnd ibe game, in tbe mellow evening- — 
formed ihc coostant round of their thoughts, plea- 
sure, and cxiiitence. So lung bud ihe sulituds of 
the glen been enjoyed undisturbed, and whbout 
ostensible cause of alann, and so prosperous had 
the setderaeut proved, thut ibe inhubitaats had be- 
come less di^jtrusiful of strangers than the traditions 
of their old men pt^rfecily warranied. A spirit of 
enterprise and accumulation was heginuiug tu ani- 
mate ibe more hold and adveiilurous aniong them. 
Specukllon. tooj in external LrafUck was occupying 
tlie tiu3e and involving the interests of some of the 
familiei^r individuals of whom liad beeu absent for 
muutbs among more distant tribes. But ut the pe- 
riod of history to which our nurrative refers, there 
had gathered in tbe distant horizon^ tbough not 
perceived by the inhabitants, a dark and destructive 
storm, which irould as assuiedly break over and en- 
velop the green Tale, as ever did the whirling si- 

oom overwhelm the helpless traveller of the desert. 

The parents of Karpha Ooboo were Mandarese, 
a*nd inhabitants of Ahonlie, They eould not be 
called wealthy, yet, besides their common interest 
in the produce of the villajje fields, they possessed 

field for pasture^ and a wild and rustic orchard 
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planted Willi the p^m tree and the dule, the cocoa 
tree and the i>]atita]Dj stirrounded and interspersed 
with the more amametital and ete^nt shrubs ; a 
few goals, whicU broused upon the plaioj attended 
by their playfnl kids, in the evening broaght bome 
to their lowly abode a fulJ supply of the richest 
rtiilk, and then were sheltered for tlie night within 
Oohoo's wickerwork enclosure of bamboos. Their 
diet was simple; tlie greatest luxuiy^ in which 
they but rarely indulged, was a little salt^ brought 
at It great price across the Desert. The shavy of 
the plaiT] J a broad swelling stream, afforded every 
variety of delicate and pleasant fish. In pursuit of 
tbeae^ for poaiime almost aa much as food, the 
father and his soiia spent many a peaceful hour. 
Few were their wants, and easily were ihey met. 
Their habitation was indeed a structure whicli 
boasted of no external ornament from shape or 
material, — two or three mud-walled apartments, 
and covered with conical roofs of tlmtched bam- 
boos, served all their purposes: yet, humble and 
limited as were its conveniences, it wa^ the home 
of Ooboo and his beloved companion, and to Kar- 
pha it was endeared by the remembrance of the 
fondest parental affections. Here he had first heard 
his mothers soothing lullaby; around its porch 
he had first breathed the pure atmosphere of the 




TSB SLAVE HUNT. 



15 



ha 

Pic 



t 



mouDtainSj and btjcome familiur with llieir gigan- 
tic scenery. In the beaming fondness of his mo- 
dier's spttTklhiji and walcbful eye — in die ardeni 
caresses of the thrilling bosom, and ibe at^cetits of 
her fftUering tongue- — bis own susceptible aflfeclions 
had learned a raolLers love, and bad returned it 

th a£ strong a sympathy. If he associated in [be 
tnemment of bi» companions around \n^ father's 

.ntang tree, till their amusements became too 

clentj it was soc^n demonstrated by risible tokens 
that he wa& tbe object of her watchful care. And 
when^ with n^alemal solicitude, she anticipated the 
growth of years and the maturity of manhood) his 
£lial confidence promised to ber partial bourt that 
he would yet vieM a sweet return of natural affec- 
tion* Nor was she deceived in ber expectations j 

r as time rolled on, when in boyhood 

**HiB fcft were vexiet] with tiny sniresj 

His bD&om atiing with insect chtsb ;" 

and when in maturer years his mind dwelt ou fu- 
ture or invisible things, to bis beloved parent be 
told his tale, and from her he sought counsel. 

Nor did he conceal \ih aflections when they had 
been secured by Adah*s native charms; and when be 
sought, not by mercenary contract but affectionate 
consent and voluntary devotion reciprocally plight- 
ed, to obtain the return which alone will sootlie 
the feverish solicitude of true love, — be loved hi» 
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parents loo well to keep secrets from tliera, and he 
valued their approval too niucb to uiiilei'iake such 
a reliition without ilieir eniire concurrence^ aud be 
entreated them saying ** Gut ber for me, she pleas- 
etb me well." Nor were iLey severe or despotic in 
their exactions; wherf ihey found his atiaL-bment, 
they encouraged hia choice and approved bia ob- 
ject. The period at length arrived, and Karpha's 
aflwtioTiS were now to he rewarded by llie artless 
beauties and giiikless confidence of Adub in the 
eonsumniation of their marriage ritea. Adah Neeap 
let's fatlierV tree grew funber in the glen, within 
the circle of anolher cluster of cottages. Gentle, 
benignant, aud yenerotis was her character ; harm- 
less, and respected as the coutisellor of many years, 
was Neealee her father. Many were interested in 
the approacbiug nuptials besides those who were 
related ; it iftas a season of coTicomse and hilarity, 
for all came who loved either of the youthful pair. 
Among tlie guests who were now assembling, 
two appeared to whom great attention was rendered 
by the eompany^JamhOj an ancient maTi, who 
had been revered iu the glen from his age, and 
whose ohi was deemed so propitious that no festi- 
vity was accounied complete wiilioiil his presence 
and approbation, and the sanction of his fetiche. 
The second was a stranger, inU'oduced by one of 
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Ooboo's relatives, jusL relurned Irom almding kaf- 
fila across tlie desert: it was a portentous hour 
when their fortunes became liiilied. The strauger 
was of another nation ; his features and manners 
were. difltTCiu, tliou[^h tdulhed in the apparel of the 
irihe ; his cauntenancc hissjmko au inlelligence and 
oWrraiion nut common among the Mandarese. 

There was a watthfalness and restlessness in his 
eye which, hrealiing from undt^r the ijlauslhle shosr 
of seasonahle enjoytsent and conviviality, indicated 
that his purBuiis and feelings had no synipathy 
with the amusements and gajely of the present 
scene ; his heart revelled, tut not in the marriage 
banquet; his passions v?ere ajptatcdj hut not ivith 
the joy of the innocent- These emotions^ &o far as 
tbey vvere observed by the aged men, seemed rays- 
teriea which ihey were reluctant to explore. But 
when iraciag the consequences of his visit, we are 
led to examine his motives for holding intercourse 
with the inhabitants of the glen, it will not be 
deemed inconsistent with facts to suppose that^ 
hardened thou^^b he was, a horror of his own pro- 
jects, and a doubt of bis snccess^ distracted bis 
troubled tbougbts. Ashamed within himself of his 
baseness, when he contemplated so much security 
and harmless pleasure, and envious tbougb lie was 
of their peace md happiness, he could not but feel 
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the speedy disappointmcTit wbicli was preparing for 

the betrotbed pair. Doublless be endeavuured to 
reconcile bimself to bia taalt by arguing bia own 
peril and tbe iDferiDrity of the desdned victims, 
and bow^ many just as good as they had encoun* 
tered aimiiar adversity. And n'ben be conjectiired 
hotr rich would he bis own reward, and how mach 
be should be enabled to contribute to the bappinesa 
of those who were the objects of bis selfish passion, 
— urged, too, hy some gleaming signal which be 
alone discovered on the plain^ and which instantly 
disappeared, — he silenced all scruples, and calmly 
determined, with additional energy, the mode of 
procedure and bis yariouE plans for tlie eavage 
worl{. 

But, if we except only the doubtful sunni&e 
which agitated the bosom of one or two, and 
whose whispers were named, by Lhe ligbt-hearted, 
the causeluss fears of suspicious weakness, all these 
workings in Lhe atrangei's bosora were uutnown to 
the liserry company, and caused no suspension of 
their feasting, their dancing, and tlieir song. The 
guests had been seated chiefly upon the mats on 
which they squatted themselves, while the old men, 
distinguished as principals by tlieir patriarchd dig- 
nity, were honoured with the skins of leopards or 
lions, or other beasts of prey. Already bad the 
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feast "begun : steepj goats, and tte stalled ox^ were 
rved on the wooden platter, the bruad board, or 
e Lii^c triiuchean ^ the division of the animals 
Lad not been smaller than was absolutely required 
for roasting before the spacious fire, and the smaller 
onions now required for each guest were severed 
ihe martial spear, or dagger, hitherto employed 
m conflict with ibe inhabiiants of the upland re- 
gions. Wine, from the pa3m» was freely poured 
ont, and the heart of the unthinking and unfearing 
Negro was made glad. The youngest maidens 
mingled with the cheerful youths in the sportive 
dance, when, with wonderful exactness and grace, 
ease and propriety, they accompanied the singing 
men and singing women, whose harmoniotts me- 
lody inspired iheir cheerful revelry. The danee 
became more rapid and their attention more fully 
absorbed ; care for the future, and concern for any 
resent evil, were banished from ilieir minds, and m 
e giddy ring of pleasure they bounded as if they 
existed only fur arausement and the present hour. 
A few, more thoughtful and sedate, aat apart, 
reciting the poetic tales which they had heard 
from the lips of their fathers, or which some of 
the more ingenious among themselves had com- 
posed for the festivities of the evening. They told 
of the love and constancyj the modesty and inno- 




.s^isv. iK' )v«iir\ tine omsmenc of Zama, of ZiBftt 
s^iv; ,\'' A*M « i;}-. an inA«vliori of voice, a P^^MiB 
^y" <^v4ir-^.. )K ■*«-»ftTv-«s anc ^ireetness of espreaaoOy 
ikX^I: i, «r,Mi'u-; K- tiiAion); tor ino;e drfliBed poett 
,v l<^^Myx f.- im'tnr^. Whiif in the cODOcil (^ die 
^Af^ ■»Mrk. 44'-!.M;>^r* «'h4>Tr, hac drawn tbe mare enra- 
),\*i.x 4tn,- v-.ti\**?r^. jjv rvwriants of fninre dignity, 
•W iT-^*--- ii>^»; iW 9nr^t(*rt. who hoped one day to 
Kvsw»; a'u-iv'^^Vm-s 9x*c mirwrrhs. Ae GrcT-faair'd 
)w^w>>k *%^-%- -.sNMTiijjnj: xW ratiibons receired from 
»SskM i»vW->,, - ^)v ^"Mnscrs 4v' litrir jtenantion frna 
vW W»>*= j*^ ••5-K')i »W> hai ?tw:»vc ifaar lordi — 
wKk't Xi^nV,ak v'iivv >.v^r)i\. «~ha; TKra^^c^ canonined, 

4||lk ^« vt^^M xh^ K«^m od" i^it modMns or die 
yiWWU 9iXk^ v')iU^u i«^ib<T liQ-rne^ in the com- 
ttktok vuitt i bv«w Uk^mp vW had nv&»:^i viih hennc 
l'gjriitttvlc» i^tAiuM \h^ mvrivvaK' euoxav^ and trusted 
lht»>' hai) wiih&Uk(td Um !M\a^ as$aalu were left to 
thu kcvu(» ("i* d«rvaatauon> aud> hean-broken hr 
(hvir lutwries, becauie wa»deren from their fa- 
Uicr'n U'vo, HufiTeriug litde less than the miserahle 
vicluuH whw were now carried off by the Fellatahs, 
U> bccoinu the nierchundise of the white people 
over tho ga'ut ^oom whose bitlemess 
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they could not imagiTie, and whose end they could 
not foresee- Their sympathies were awakened, and 
they \irept for the wues of other years^ They had 
overwhelmed themselves hy the story of their grand- 
sires' suQerings, and realized the terrors of the 
scene as almofit pressing upon themselves — oh how 
near ! aud they ktiew it not. They were again re- 
citing die adventurers of the Ordt settlers; svboj hav- 
ing wandered from their pillaged liomes, sought 
in the seclusion of this rcilred glen a retreat and a 
hiding place ; they were marking with whut cau- 
tious care the farthest recess of iho valley was cho- 
sen aud congratulating themselves on the security 
y had now go long enjoyed, — just then their 
attention waa recalled to the scene hefore them by 
the sound of instruments and the voice of musicj 
issuing from th^ inner glen ; the melody and time 
of the aong made a hundi*ed feet spring to the earth 
at onccj the tone of the stringed instrument and 
the vihration of the sounding air enchautcd and 
actuated their whole frame : excepting only a few 
in whom tlie daughters of music were brought low. 
This was the si^ial that the bride was proceeding 
from her fathers tree towards the bridegroom's 
home- To finish the ceremony, the attendance of 
the old men was nect-asary. They hasiened, with 
revived cheerfulnessr to the procession ; they dwelt 
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upOQ tiie joys of tbe bridegroom and [lie li&ppiness 
of ibc liridt*. 

She was now drawing near the new built hut 
of Karpiia^ cond noted by the matrons with grestt 
ceremony and display ; sbe bad reached ibe newly 
planted banlang* under whose atiade sbe now an- 
ticipuled £iU coming joys, and she paused to b« 
covered with a robe of wbiie cotton, and raised upon 
the bfl<ik of a female attendant, who should carry 
her within the destined dwelliug, and place her 
amidst a circle of elderly females, from whom in^ 
iiructions for her future life should be received,- — 
The dancing was suspended ; the poets, the sing- 
ing men and singing women, having ceased from 
iheii* amusements; the sages and the counsellors 
bad a}>parcntly dispelled the transient gloom of 
iheir often-lold traditiDns — all hasted to welcome 
Adah to her husband's home^ and at their head 
appeared Jambo with his obi. As he approached, 
be passud the stranger, and cast upon him a scowl- 
ing and ominoim glance^ and, vdth the deepest 
pathos and a ti'embling accent, he groaned—** My 
mind wanders ! fearfulnesa comes over me I ihia 
night of our pleasure has put alarm into me ! let 
my word? he noted, let a watch be set on high ; we 
have ealen, w(j have drunk." 
The vision passed from the old maa^ he seemed 
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restored to composure, and he proceeded. His 
companiODS coubU ucd the mysterious words as the 
langmige of weak old age, and sighed to think hnw 
soon ihey should lose iheir long loved Jambo; and 
they gathered no warning. But the appeal hashed 
like a burning brand across the countenance and 
conscience of the stranger, and while the guests 
were busied welcoming the bridE^, and introducing 
her to the habitation of her joyful husband, ibe 
accused and almost discovered spy escaped. The 
heedless Mandareae knew not that a serpent had 
been coiled in their boson], that he had inflicted so 
fatal a sting, and that ruin was so near them. 

Tile ceremony proceeded, and ihe bride wa^ eom- 
mitted to the custody of the matronii. The song, 
the feasting, and the dance, were resumed. Some 
of the elders and their chjldren withdrew to their 
homes, hut the cheering hevorage circulated freely 
among those who remained ; the talc and llic roisy 
mirth again echoed from the mountains and glided 
upon the streaua : no cloud in tlic heavens tlireat- 
ened to disturb — the stars shone out sweetly upon 
tlie scene. The hyena and the leopard were scared 
by iht! fires, or silenced by tht; voices of men ; the 
serpent even was chariued by the music, and alJ 
the tenants of the neighbouiing mountains forgot 
tlieir prey. But ia a moment the scene woa chac-^'^ 
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— the finme of coaflftgration suddenljr burst upon 
tlie sigbt of die assembled p^ople^ and seemed 
pressing bard upon iheir circle j the more scaitt^red 
buts began to smoke and blaze, the instaQtotieous 
and hideous yell of a hundred fearful savages 
sounded ia cfose succession, and wlis followed by 
brandished swords, drawu spears, and Wbed ar- 
rows, wielded by fierce, and painted, and red-eyed 
murderers J — the mirib was turned to horror in a 
moment, their songs to bitter wailiu^, and the 
voice of their poew was beard in paihetic and deep 
toned lamentations ; the females ran hither and 
ihilhcr in violent distraction ; the strong trembled, 
tije weak fainted, the young sought the refuge of 
their parents^ and the aged were paralysed and con- 
founded ; the weak had no defence, and the strong 
had no giude or eounsGllor. Fearful and universal 
alarm spread throughout the glen; the secresy and 
suddenness of their adversaries' movements aUbrded 
little room for preparation: the first suspicions 
were confirmed by tbe sad realities of a hostile at- 
tack, and tbe powerful FellataUs had already begun 
tbe apoil. 

The lights which gleamed from llie rude and 
scattered huls, and from the scene pf pleasure and 
song, had, alas ! guided the robbers to the prey, 
and ere any mode of escape could be embraced, 
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tbe fnrious banditti bad surrounded and overpow- 
ered the defenceless and peaceful inhabitants. The 
weapons possessed by the Mandarese were few, 
and they were ill prepared for using them : some 
had snatched a brand from the fire round which 
tbej had been dancing, and defended themselves 
for a moment — only till they were overwhelmed 
by numbers. Others had in the tamult furnished 
themselves with a spear or a dagger, or a bow and 
a quiver full of arrowa, and were now seen resist- 
ing, against fearful odds, the advance of the cmel 
marauders to their huts, their femaleis or their chil- 
dren. 

Their efforts soon appeared to be unavailing; 
&iany of tlie natives had become fu^tives> and 
carried to the recesses of the glen and among ihe 
monntaing the objects dMxj'est to their aflection, 
where they were defended by the ruggedncss of 
their position and the ignorance of their assaiknts, 
ho could not find the paths. Here the fugitives 
nJIied and gathered strength ; they shot their ar- 
rows, poisoned and shaq> — every wound carried 
death; while the unarmed rolled masses of the 
loose rock upon the Fellatahs^ By these means 
they secured themselves, btit they were too distant 
to defend the house of Karpha ; and it was only 
vheD the strangeFB came within the shot of their 
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bonr, and when the glimmedng fire blozetJ op to 
ihew them their &drer^ries, that the M&nd&rese 
could profit from iheir elevated position. The far' 
greater number of the defenceless and now niineil 
pimple were Boon huddled together and overpow- 
ered : the strong were bouti3 in thongs of bullock's 
hide, and the weak were placed under an armed 
guard till the morning. Among the unhappy suf- 
fercr« were Kari>ha, his wife, and tht'ir relatives. 
Hti and his kinsmen had planted themsslres nt^ 
the door of his hut as soon as ihey perceived dan- 
ger to be near. The flower of t]ie yoolh rallied 
under hh stripling Bantang, which was their en- 
sign ftnd their watehword. Here temporary fences 
were thrown up, and means of resistence^ such as 
could be obtainedj were placed in the hands of the 
adventurous band; in the hope ihatj at least by 
the delay, some chance of escape might be enjoyed 
and embraced by the females. The cruel avartce„ 
and thirst for gain, induced the Felktahs to ase 
as few deadly weapons as possible — they had come 
for captives, not for war. Feats of bravery were 
performed by the Mandare&e youth. 

A noble phalanx waa presented by the generous 
breasts and bold arms of the defendants. Karpha's' 
spirit 80 animated them all, that they seemed each 
one to have an Adah in the huU That relation who 
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had t]*avellBd, nnd had unhappily introduced the spy, 
displayed great energy and coolness, wisdom and 
brarery. Determined not to sumve the event, he 
od resolved to sell his hfe at the highest price^ and 
especially upon the murderous intruder wbo^ hav- 
ing gained his confidence, betrayed the glen aad 
brought ruin upon its people. Nor was it long 
till he encountered the Tnthless monster^ who now 
guided hia associates to the fatal hnt ; they were 
armed and prepared for spoil. They eyed each 
other for a moment; deadly hate flashed from the 
traveller^B countenance, while conscious baseness 
and iasulting malice disfigured the features of the 
flpy. 

They paused for a moment, and^ as couchant 
tigers prep ariug for the mortal onset; Oobooloo, 
armed only with a clubj sprang as with the fury 
of a Hon upou his antaL^onist, closed with hira^ 
and wrenched his weapons from his hands : in the 
encounter both came to the ground in the violence 
of the strife. The combatants on either side were 
too busy to lend help to iheir fallen friends; but 
OohooloOj imholdened by the generous hatred with 
which he regarded the treacherous villany, and 
confident in his better cause, started from the arms 
of the spy before he could leave the ground^, and, 
vilh ODe thrust of his apear, pinned him tn the 
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baxik till (he weapoiij passing through the body, 
trttnsfixed him to the ground^ and dismissed hu 
recreant spirit to the presence of his God. Though 
there was no dirge for Lbe soul, nor lamentation 
for the fall of the base betrayer, a fiercer airAck 
was mftde upon ihe powerful arm which laid hlto 
low by the armed invaders ; and though lie was 
sustained by his friends while they had strength, 
he was overpowered, and died without a, groan^ 
satisfied that he had been enabled to indict justice 
upon the cruel wretch who, under the confidence 
of friendship and hospiuJity, had succeeded in 
bringing rum and bondage upon the innocent and 
helpless ; nor was it less a consolation to his flu^ 
teriog* his ebbing spirit, thai he had left no colour 
of suspicion that he had been acceMory to the 
barbarous and merciless invasion of the FelUtah&. 
The brave band were now saddened and subdued, 
and though Karpha sought death by every means 
rather tlian sun-ivc his wrctchcdneas, he was re- 
aerved for another and yet nobler sacrifice, which 
should be more worthy of man than even the end 
of tlie brave and noble Oabooloo, It was not the 
object of the invaders, cruel as ihey were, to destroy 
life : Karpha was secured. 

Adah» and her companions, had indeed learned 
the sad intelligence, and heard the confiict which 
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d far their defence. Sbe was in^ 
eiilrealies of Karplm*5 mother^ lo 
flee from that very habitation inlo which she had 
■been introduced, but a few hours before, with bo 
SQ&uy congratuhuions, and wiili the warantable 
expectations that she would fiud it a shelter and 
a home for her future dajs. She became a fugi- 
tire in her bridal atlire — she could have trished It 
^ ad become her winding sheet; for, solitary and 
andeiing, she knew tiot now what had become of 
her dearest and affwrtionate Karpha» Well she 
knew, that were he not xiow dead, or wounded and 
bleeding, or enslaved, he would Eoon hare traced 
her steps, and guided her feet to some hidden path 
or secure retreat; but now she fled because hi$ mo- 
ther had entreated and comiselied ht'r to ^o : in her 
distraction she knew not where to wander. Such 
a revulsion of feeling had come over her, — so 
changed had the scene become— that she waa more 
at alo^s in the glen where her childhood's day had 
been spent, than if she were now on the wide and 
w^te Sahara. She hasted away ffom the sword, 
but it was that a serpent might bite her; she es- 
caped from the fire, but it was lo become a spoil 
to the robber and a victim to oppression ; she 
Tuihed from under the mio, bnt it was to become 
cn^phed in the dark and more perilous storm. — 
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Her flight brought her into the imihusli of the 
invader, where she fell an easy and resistless prey 
to the spoiler. 

From her peculiar dress they imagined her a 
person of disiinction ; uonsequently, she e^qje- 
rienced fur a brief season sume alleviation to her 
cup of bitteroess. Yet even thi» distinction de- 
prived lier of the possible prospect of toe^tiDg 
with, or hearing of her beloved Karpha, aa she 
tnight have done had she been herded with ihe 
common captives; and being thus reserved for the 
inspection and dccLSEon of the hader» she might 
well fear that if bts avariee were not gratified, he 
would seek the indulgence of his passion^ and 
make her ihe victim of his brutal violence* 

When Karpha was made sure, he was carried by 
some of the banditti ; his sislers were placed under 
another guards and Lis father, stunned hy a blow 
while striving to protect his beloved family, became 
tb^ booty of a third division ; while the mother 
wretched, desolate, and hean-brokeu, was left till 
the rising of the morning sun, only to feel herself 
a monument of solitary misery and overwhelming 
bereavement, and tlien be gathered with the other 
aged victims, and he driven before die oppressor. — 
There were other inhabitants of the glen even 
more helpless and tinprepared for destruction or 
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captivity Vfhen it came upon ihem ; those who 
had early retiret] from the pleasures of ihe soene, 
and others wlio Lad been watching the sickness and 
liring struggles of a helpless father^ a widowed 
'mother, or an only child; and others again whose 

jnjoymeiii in their own family circle, in the liap- 
Lgs of childhood^ the silent affections of woman's 

leartj and the responsive though silent glow of con- 
jugal love was higher far than in mirth and laugh- 
ter, ill the pipo, the song and the dance. And 
who is thert^ that will presume to belie bis Makcr'^ 
image, and deny these sympathies and endear- 

Iments to the negro, before he has been brutalked 
p bondsj the task, and the scourge* 



" Twaa nf|t(ht ; hia babes around him Iny st reat, 
Their mother slumbered an their fulher's breast^ — 
A yell of murder rang aronnj Uieir beJ, 
Tbej woke, — the Cottage blazed, ttie victim !3 fled: 
ForQ] sprang the ambqshed mfEaiw oh their prey j 
They caught, they found, they drove them fur awaj." 



The principle by which dominion and subjection 
have too often been regulated in ilie politics of 
mankind, has been hased in the superiority of the 
strong over the weak ; and the maxim that " might 
b right" has been carried not nTifre<]U*?ntly to a 
very vicious and destructive extent: since we see, 
not only the miimbcr of an uncivilized community, 
who has offended against the will of the many* 
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counted a criminal and condemned lo bondage* 
irithout regard to equity ; but aho ihe weaker slate 
becomlug obooxious to iLe stronger^ without aaj 
chai^ of EQoml delinquency, and aggression^ con- 
flict and slavery, made the portion. No wonder 
then jf individuals who have coniracied obligations 
m barbarouB countries, and are unable to discharge 
ihera, are made to repay them by the involuntary 
and perpetual service of ihe body. Thus, from a 
very early period of her historyj has Africa em- 
bittered the portion oi her weaker children ; and 
her kings, and they who would be great^ have exer- 
cised authority upon them, and exacted an attend- 
ance of raenials and slavish seirice winch may 
distinguish and add to their state, influence, and 
power. Thus, too, in the intenuarrioges of the 
children of princes, as an indication and exercise 
of this power in the father's kingdom^ a train of 
humble followerg as bandsmen, men servants and 
women servants was bestowed upon the piincess. 
It came to pasa however that traffic and not pomp, 
wealth and not service, was made the object of this 
abject bondage, and then was the dowiy in mar- 
riage many times increased. 

Nor wtre the traders satisfied with the restinrces 
of their own nominal domains, nor limited to the 
number which money only could procure ; but in 
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distant regions^ unodending, and uDprol£cted and 
b^lplt^ss strangers, were captured uud dntgged from 
tlie remotest couutries, over steril^^ uuiniiflbited and 
trai^kless sands, in much mkery and among many 
deaths — ^to be disposed of by men wbo&e power 
WB3 an usurpation, whose rigbt was jujii:^tice> and 
whose honour was a lie. Well might ihe Lutited 
Negro have remonstrated and complained — " Men 
or demons^ whichever you are, will you dare to 
justify the attempts you make against my liberty 
and independence by pleading the rights of the 
strongest ? J hold from Nature the nght of de- 
fending myself, and it hath not given thee that of 
attacking me< If tbou, O cruel pursuer, dosi think 
thysdf aullborised to oppress me hecausG thou art 
stronger and more dexterous than I am, complain 
not ii' my vigorous arm shall lay open ihy bosom 
in search of ihy heart. CompUiu not when in 
thy lacerated vitals and boiling veins thou shalt 
feel that death which I shall have conveyed into 
ibem by force or stratagem, t am stronger no^r^ 
and more dexterous, thim ihou art; — be the victim 
in thy turn, and expiate the crime of having been 
an oppressor," 

But this would be a mssrepresenlalion of the re- 
turn wbich the AtVicins Jtave made for the brutal 
violence and the unhallowed wrongs done them. 
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Tlie poor Negroes have only wept ; ihey challenged 
to no combftt; ihay had uothing (a oppose tg tb« 
violation of their liberties but the sigbings of a 
broki?n heart, and the \qw murmiura of despair 
Upiug ioto idiotcy. 

Mae Meeinuna had descended in the line of 
royalty among the Fellatab^. He was a boastful^ 
arrogant, and proud, hut impovenBhed, pnnce : his 
nominal sovereignty extended over a pathless wild, 
oof had he energy to improve his revenue, or en- 
rich his treasure, by the industry of agriculiure or 
lawful commerce. He proposed to su'engiben him- 
■elf by an alliaiict? with the warlike Sheik Bana, 
and to secure its permanence by bestowing upon 
him his daughter in mamage. He brought bis 
project before the council of the Fellatohs, and 
with their consent agreed to a dowTy of three thoii- 
»and slaves. Three of bis adherents undertoolc to 
levy the portion from distant tribes, and to return 
to the court in three months. They were tlie more 
willing and forward to engage in the service, le^t 
their own slaves should be seized for the j»ur]>ose, 
and because they also hoped to ndd to their per- 
sonal pofi^easionB dwring the excursion- 
Two months bad passed since tlieir commission 
opened. They had pressed ou in their devastating 
career like abUghting pestilence — like a withering 
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stoim : before ihem it was like the garden of Eden, 
the verdant and balsamic oasis, and behind ibem 
aa the desolate Subeja. The plains had been 
aweptj the tiiuuntaitis scoured ; peaceful villages 
had heea depopulated in a nighty and walled towns 
bad for wt-elss been thrown into confusion, dismay, 
and jnisery : their track was marked by buroings, 
^their path was a stream of blood* It was not 
enough tbat tbey should vanquish and malie cap- 
tive the prescribed levy; they bad to calculate the 
booty which they set apart for iheniselveB, and the 
pixjbable deaths which might occur on the way. 
The whitening skeletons, which lay as vestiges of 
their barbarous enterprise and their horrid success 
over all their route^ — so many broken spirits and 
withered hearts— proved that the victims whom 
death had kindly released from their grasp, were 
more numerous thau the less favoured auSerers 
whom they yet held in bonds. 

At Ahgokie they were so far on their return from 
Donga Bergoo and Bigbosmij with captives out of 
every region to which they had come. But to 
what mart shall die spoil be carried, and who shall 
value the merchandise (hereof ? It cannot be that 
the Sheik will train bis captive Negroes as warriors 
and companions in oppn^ssion, or that the princess, 
with all her piide, can retain in her service so great 
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a n amber of untutored slaves; their labours will 
Dot be valued in tUe cotiniry of the Pellatabs, and 
to support tbero will require a revenue ^eater tban 
their unrighleoua lord can command, — ^ihe barba- 
rian tyrant is dt'sLitute of economical forethought. 
Let the eye, then, of liim who weeps for Afric's 
wrongs, and who sighs because of the crying of 
her cliildren in bondage, look at Badagry and 
Wbydah, and mark the pennants streaming from 
the tall masts^ and above the uofuried sails, that 
rocked upon the strands of these ports at the time 
when our biiloved Abookie was so cruelly depopu- 
lated J and her harmless children were scattered 
among the moiinlains; or, caught by the hunteffi, 
were chained and fetteredj spoiled and heart bro- 
ken J torn from their father's tree, and Imrried to a 
distant land. Behold the proprietors of the several 
Testis, who, each leaning npon his desk and with 
the pen in his hand, regulates the number of enor- 
mities he may cause to be commiLtcd upon the de- 
fenceless people J who considers at leisure what 
number of fireLoeks he sbull require to obtain one 
Negro — what chains will be necessary to keep him 
fettered on board his ship — what whips will be 
wanted to make him work; who calculates with 
coolness every drop of blood which the slave must 
necessarily expend in labour for him^ and how 
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much it will produce; wlio tousiders wLedier £l 
Nci^TO woman will be o1' more advantage to him by 
her feeble hibours, or hy going throuirb tbe dan- 
gers of cliild-birtb. Thai is ibe enligbtencd savage 
who shall relieve Bania of bis dil£cullies, and 
Uuiulaie him to his blood-stained crimes. 



tAvee thera a Parage ntf^ertbau the alftre? 
Cfucl us death^ insatinlo as thu gra'VG; 
Yahv n& thti «nJidA Lh&t romid Us vessel blov, 
ReuiDrseltas ita the gulph thut yanus liulow, 
[s he wUo Imls ujjou the wrafling flood— 
Christiiiii brolicr in tbe trmie of blaod," 



^^luiuiai 
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^^^^■ie believers m the Moslem creed buvii^g car- 
ried their victorious arms into Nonhern Africa, 
and established liie Kingdom of tlie Moors upon 
her coasts, the subjection of the Xegro r?ice to iy- 
ramiy and hoods became more general and fre- 
quent. The market for human victims being ex- 
tended lo otlier rt'gions, the Mahomtnedana became 
the merchants of other nations* liut the bitter 
draughts of Uavery were yet to receive the worm- 
wood and the gall. When a market had be«> 
opened for such irafEt;, ilie sinmg would find 
many excuses for cnihialliug tbe weak ; and be- 
ause the weak were unable lo resist, a con^tant 
pply would be easily procured, and greedy ava- 
rice wuuld long for an enlargement of the demand; 
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ctiH the doraeslie slarery of the slothful East aiiJ 
of Arabia required onlv a liiuiled supply. 

Ahisl * witler opcuiD;^; wns loo soon made for 
ike nnlavful and iniquitous barter- Th& Isles of the 
WesL bod passed mto oilier hands than ibeir origi- 
nal possessors — not justly, hut hy ihe invasion of 
inoM powerful occupants — and since tlie feeble 
Cbarihbees could nol meet ih^- requireraenis of 
thtir new taalc-mnsters, hut melted away ujider 
tlicir iron yokc^ they left ihetr pleasant vales and 
smiling shores, iheir gardens and their bowers, 
without a tenant to dress liem or lo keep tbeni, 
Tbe now proprietors «niiglit lht*n for oiber mstru- 
nvents of their pleasures and wt^alih ; and an inci- 
dent* which, hot for tlic extent of its fatal con^e- 
qiieiioes, mJijbt, along with otber scenes of cruelty 
and blood, have passed into oblivion,*^ directed 

ihe selfish and ungenerous pursuit to tfa« coasts of 
Africa. 



■ In the Tear 1442, while the Portuji^eae, under the 
en^our^eniml of llieir ct'lebrated Prince Henn-, weie ex- 
ploring the CoiiSl of Africa, Anthony Gonsalez, who, two 
jr&ara before, hod flfLsed tome Moors neai Cape Bevjador, 
*iia by t]iHt priucG ordered to carry bis prisontrs bttct to 
Afrirfl : he lauded them at Rio del Oro, and received fi-om 
lli« i^foi^rs, in i'X4.'haDKV» tea Blacks and a quantity of gold 
duBt, rrU!i wiiifli ha returned lo Lisbun^ This new kind of 
rommerce appearinp to lie a. profitahltr .speculation, othens of 
the sune nation Moa embarked iu it" — tJodwin's Lee: 119. 
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The banner of the Portuguese first waved over 
the abominaLle merchandise, and Spain enti^red 
wilh avarice and cruelt_y upon ihe trafficp and 
was followed by every State which could com- 
mand ft sbip or enlei" a sea port. Lite as many 
beasts of ptey, and worse than savages in the chase, 
all rushed npon helplesSj ivounded, and torn Nigri- 
tia, which* as a Linnid and panting doe, could nnly 
st&nd at bay, gazmg upon so many spoilers till, 

*^ With nauj an arrow de^p [nfrxed* 
Hec pautiog ^dd was ohar^ci,— dion she nithdrow, 
Td s^ek a tranquil death in disluDt sbadee." 

But vain was her Bight ; the object of pursuit was 
to her hunters present profits, and their employ- 
ment and pastime were devastation and murder. 
At first ihey went every day on shore to take the 
inhabimntSj with burning and spoiling their lowni^ ; 
but [heir later course was to barter with the princes 
and merchanla on the coast, who gathered the spoil, 
tod sold it for a reward. The European mer- 
chants exolianged tawdry ornaments, fire-arms, 
>owder and shot, and other weapons of deslruc- 
[ion^ as hire for the full market which they always 
rpund, It would sicketi humanity to describe the 
•"tnassacres, the many deaths, tlie ruin and the 
misery, which followed and were occasioned by the 
lorrid Li'allic* The principles of injustice, violent 
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aggression^ fraudulent commerce, malicious hos- 
tility, and diabolical policy, propagated among 
the savage Afiicans ; the deep rooted opposition 
raised in the breasts of unenlightened, but immor- 
tal and sinful heathens, against the holy name by 
which Christianity is known ; the treacherous bar- 
barity, and the thousand deceptions, by which the 
inquiries of benevolent travellers, and the hopes 
of generous friends to the poor Negro, have been 
thwarted and frustrated, are all to be traced to 
this nefarious merchandise ; and are only a part 
of the consequences of that rapine, slaughter^ and 
ruin, which must have preceded and followed the 
ten thousand slave hunts which have rendered the 
fruitful vales of Africa a place for wild beasts to 
lie down in. 

More than eleven millions of the unoffending 
inhabitants of this dishonoured and desecrated 
country, were carried across the Atlantic from 
their fondest affections, and all the endearments 
connected with their native dwellings and shores; 
and more than one fourth — three millions — of 
these to what are called British colonies, from the 
beginning of the ungenerous and debasing trade, 
till it was suppressed by the voice of humanity and 
the enactments of a British Parliament, so far as 
English traders had been employed in it. Were 
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deemed an esaggeratioHj if iLe supposition be 
made ihat an equal miinber perislied in iLeir own 
land before ibey reatbeii the sbure, aud as maDV 
more while upon tbe raidtlle passage^ we E^bould be 
able, by recent statistical enquiriea, to remove the 
doubts from Lbougbtful persona. We migbt fur- 
eradd, tbe ten tboitsand myriads of tbc diiUreii 

f the enskvtjd negroes every year since, by means 
of olber tTiiders — alas, how many have beeti tbe 
hecatombij sacriticcd to the lust of wealth and 
pleasure. 

The lingering shadows of tbe tiigbt bad brolien 
away from Abooliie's vale ; the heavens were lighted 
with iheir usual splendour ; tbe dew-drops bung 
ID bright reflecting beauty from tbe trees^ or lay 
spread among the grass of the field, eNbibiting 
more brilliaiil and varied lustre than if myriads of 
pearl* and precious stones were strewed upon tbe 
herbage , tbe birds wantoned on the leafv spray^ 
chirped their niatiu chorus, and welcomed return- 
ing day. The air breathed its rich perfume, and 
nature's gay and verdant mantle sustained its live- 

iest hues, and the usual aspect of tbe scene was 
tered only in reference to man — bis cheerful voice 
"was not lieard in tbe morning son^^. Tbe low and 
beavy moan uf the captive, the harsh and deter- 
mined step af the walking watchj and the Tiiumiurs' 
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uTthe cautiaos guard, broke upon the ear; aod the 
continued silence which rested around tLe huts g^ve 
another and gloomier feature to ihe scttlemeQt than 
had ever been before witnessed. Tbti dreariiiesa of 
aolUude reigned everywhere — the overwhelming 
irruiiiioa had eHected a saddening chaqge. There 
was still beauLy ; but as ibe fairest of human form^^ 
when death has bereaved it of the animattDg spirit^ 
conveys only melancholy and aorrowful associa- 
tions^ and its sweetest and most expressive features 
can only indii^ate ibal Hfe with ten thousand charms 
once inhabited^ but hus now deserted the frame; — 
so, in all iht: drapery of nature's verdure and adum- 
iDgs enfolding her sin^ple ruitis, ihc lovely Ahoolde 
lay in desolation, and her silenee most affeclingly 
proved that her existence had passed away as a tale 
that is toldi 

Exhaustion and sorrow, hopeless despair and 
drowsiness, had overcome most of the captives for 
a brief space ; but soon ihey awoke from their trou- 
bled dreams to the renewed sense of their disper- 
sion, bereavementj. and bondage. The divisions of 
the captives were small and jieparated, yet they were 
made to stand out in line^ that their captors might 
classify and yoke them to their burdens ; for al- 
ready was it determined to march them inio a dis- 
tant land^ and each prisoner must carry the food 
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he shouM eat and the water he sbould drink upun 
the arid wastes through -which ihey must pass. 

With what wistful ansietv Jid each look on 
either side for a iriend or a hrother, — longing to 
disiinguish their features, and yet afraid to witnesi 
their entlivatment 3 rejoicing whenever tliey could 
obtain a mntual glance, yet each pierf^ed to the 
heart to heboid the other a bondsman and a suf- 
ferer. Dejeotiou and woe were depicted on every 
oounienancu ; hut anxious solicitude and heart- 
breaking concern rested on the eye lids and the 
foreheads of the parent and the hiishand ; silent 
tears were etijoyed by some^ hut to othen; there was 
gifen the dry, red, burning eye, tlje parched Up, 
lh« feverish bosom and the aching head. 

Karpha strained his blood-shot, rollings and 
swollen eye-halls, but he saw not even the shadow 
of her whom he loved ; his knees smote each other, 
—his heart m&lted within him — a trembling came 
over him a^ if roLtenne^ had entered into his bones, 
and he was ready to sink to the earth, when he was 
recalled to his personal sufibrings by the cruel laeh 
and the hoarse voice of bis oppressor- 
Had the poor Negroes learned the truth of Je- 
hovah, they would have found him a refuge In this 
time of trt^nblc, and a covert from the storm, tliough 
it was indeed the hlaat of the terrible one& against 
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the wall : but Lhey had no Lnlerpreter — no, not one 
in a lliousand. No ambassador had come to their 
distant glen with a declaratiati of God s wiU to man- 
kind. Their obteii had deceived tbem; and the gods 
in whom they trusled, failed to ddiTer (hem- They 
novr took a last, u. siekeuiog, look of their favorite 
bantang^, and cherished in their inmost breaiit the 
pleasing illusion that, when their waadmngs should 
cease and their woes should terminate, when their 
biukeu and blighted bodies should come to the 
dust, their happy spirits should ^igain return 3.itd 
be associated with the spirits of their sireg under 
the family ahadu — when no galling bonds or press- 
ing yoke should burden or embitter their portion* 
The mere auticipiitioti cbeereti their souls; tliey 
dried tbeir tears, and sought again to recognise the 
fifiends of their bosom among their fellow captives. 
Those inhabitants ivho^ during the darkness of 
the night Jiad escaped to the mountains and recesses 
of the ralley — rather to encounter the fierce beasts 
of prey than their more savage follow-men— fol- 
lowed the deflp windings and hidden tracks with 
fearful apprehension : they tarried not till the 
morning light, but under cover of the gloomy shade 
they Viasted to the loftier and more inaccessible 
samraits of the mountains. From these haunts of 
the hyena and the pantheVj the lion and the elc- 
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phant, tliey looked Ao^n upon tbeh' own sweet 
homes, where iliey had been cradled and had pur- 
sued the pleasures of their j-uuih, and frum which 
they had so recently heen driven hy treachery and 
violence. They saw the encampmerat of their in- 
vadersj and the ranks of tl]eii' kinsmen and their 
friends* Their bonds they could not perceive j but 
the grouping and wnchani^dng positionj the move* 
ments among the stritnge hands* the solitary sen- 
tinels, and tbe Eolitnde which reigned at Ahookie, 
oil perceptihle ouough betokened the awful change 
which had, with such sudden transition, been intro- 
duced upon the scene of mirth flnd festivity* The 
ruin whidh had been brought upon their birth- 
place, the wanderings to which they iliemselves 
were now to be subjected, presented an affeclmg 
contrast tu their dances and songs but a few hours 
before* Tliey could discover here and there among 
the mountains straggling individuals, or sometimes 
two or iLrce together^ coming out from a hiding 
place; but as they knew not whether these might 
be pursuing parties of the enemy, they miiiuaily 
hesitated to recognise each other, lest they should 
fall into an ambush. 

The fugitives had fled from their peflccful valley 
^idiont concert, so that it wtts diiijcult for tbeoi 
to act, now, together. The cautious procedure 
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deemed requisite occasioned loii^ delay and anxl- 
etj*; and tliougL they gradually discovered each 
other to he friends, ihey limited their measures 
only to means of defence and secresy,— tliey felt 
ibemsclves too weak to make an atiaek upon the 
plundering band for iLe rescue of llieir friends. 
They watched the proceedings of the adversary, 
and waited itll he had struck his camp and de- 
parted J when ihey proceeded still farther into the 
mounLains, and formed a ^ttlemeDt yet more re- 
tired and, 03 they hoped, secure. l*hey moumed 
long the violent captivity of iheir parents, or their 
sisters and brothers. They planted other baii- 
tangSj choose other obies, and often told the story 
of Abookie to their children, and wept for Adab 
Neealee. 

A division of the booty had been sent forward 
toward the Coast ; and the success of the Ghrazzie 
or slave hunt at Abookifi having been so complete, 
the leaders of the kaHila now began to hasten their 
return home. In the common storebonae of the 
Negro settlement the produce of the recent harvest 
was found, and appropriated for the purposes of the 
caravaUj especially the sup]inrC of the captives in 
their march. Since the beasts of burden were few, 
the enslaved aufTerers were each laden with his or 
ber proportion of the food to be carried. 



The tyrant robters were not indifferenl about the 
Eecurity of their prisoners during ihe march. Their 
coldbearled and barbarous ingenuity would make 
the blood curdle at the heart, were the horrid spec- 
tacle now present for examination : mere descrip- 
tion will convey but a faii^t concep ion of the iiistra- 
rpent of cruelty, A forked branch of wuodj from 
eight to nine feet long, was placed on the neck of 
each slave; a pin of iron, rivetted, secured the fork at 
the hack part in such a manner that the head could 
not disengage itself, Tlie handle of the fork, the 
wood of whicli was very heavy, fell before, and so 
embarrassed the caplive who was tied to it, that 
though Li! had hh arms and legs at liherty^ by him- 
self he could neither walk nur lift up the branch. 
When the drivers were ready for their march, they 
ranged the slaves on the same line^ and supported 
and tied (he exlreroity of each fork on the shoulder 
of the foremost slave, and proceeded in this man- 
ner, from one to another, till they came to the first 
— the extremity of whose fork was carried by one 
of the guides. In order that the hunters might 
enjoy the refreshment of sleep, without any appre- 
hension of the prisoners escaping^ they tied the 
armii of every prisoner ta the tail i^f the fork which 
he carried, when they oame to a hakiDg place : in 
Ihia condition the captive vould neither run away 
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nor make any successful attempt to recover his 
liberty. 

Thus fettered they commenced their march. — 
Many of the poor Mandarese suhmitted to excru- 
ciating torture, in turning their head and straining 
their eye-halls to catch yet once again an affection- 
ate glance at the trees of their forefathers ; when, 
if they succeeded, the deep felt melancholy which 
came over their spirit made the fountains of their 
head to open and pour out afresh rivers of waters — 
the bigi rolling, and burning drops of sorrow ; for 
when they saw the shady boughs waving over the 
solitude which was left, they thought of the hover- 
ing spirits that yet would linger there, hut remem- 
bered that they could no longer be gladdened by 
the cheerfnl dance and men*y songs of their mnch 
loved children. Long would they have continued 
to loiter, but the hand of the terrible was over them, 
and their ruthless oppressors drove them forth — 

^ And to the western lands, 

Led them direct; and down the cliff as fast^ 

To the subjected plain ; — 

Some natural tears they dropt, nor wiped them soon." 

With unwilling steps they slowly entered upon 
the tedious march ; a desert lay before them, the 
path of which most of them had never trod, nor 
could they have traced their way had not the cap- 



THE ELATE HUNT. 






irs secured a. guide for the dreary and d^Bolate 
route. Flora day lo day ihey proceeded] in their 
sorrowful journey, and often were tliey appalled hy 
•the features p*5culiar to an African plain : the 
ground was str^vvt^d with the skdcluns of former 
ftufltrers. Somelimts they were perceived singly i 
iwtj female skeletons lay closely twined together, 
having evidently been faithful friends who Lad died 
in each others arms ; sometimes tliey came uj>on 
fifty or sixty in a day*3 march — want and fatigiie 

ad come to the res<!ui} of the unhappy sufferers. 
In so long and painful a journey as that of tlie 
ManJuieae, where all were auffcreri, it would be 
diHicuIt to deUil the sonows whicb each experi- 
enced. 

Otie poor enslaved woman thus deseribes the 
condition of herself and fdlovv sufferers: — "Wc 
had ft long, long journey ; and we sullered very 
Timch» We Lad not ft>od enough allowed us to 
eat; though we carried great loads of pang, com, 
and lice, on our heads; and when our thirst was 
terrihie, we were permitted only to drink a little 
water ; though many of us were laden with skins 
full of it< We travelled thus^ some days eight 
hours; the hurning sun scorching us, and the 
parching east wind raakinfj us faint ; over rough 
stony paths, or broken and hardened soil— some- 
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times covered with ihomy underwocul, piercing 
and cutlitig our bare and Heeding feet. We Lad a 
great number of cbiidren, &om their tender years 
unable to walk ; and many of us bud to carry od^ 
or two tied on our Hacks, besides the loads on our 
heads. Othere of these Utile suiTerers were placed 
behind the backs of our dnTers, on boT^es, and 
boand to tbe back part of the saddle with a rape 
made of bark; — so roDgh and hard that it cut the 
back and sidea of the poor babes till the blood flowed. 
Their seats were dreadfully bli&iered and wounded 
from coDstuni johiug on the horn's bare bai 
which was often made to go at full speed — lo 
and leapt to please their bard-bearted riders." 

Karpba remained in the same painful unci 
Uinty as to llie fate of his Adah ; nor va& the in- 
dectsion of her future lot the le^t painful affliction 
which preyed upon bis mind* Some of the parents 
caagbt a glance of di^ir beloved children, but ere 
they had fully gratified iheir eyes they witnea&ed 
the feeble trembling creatures faint under the burn- 
ing sun and oppressive load, and only liberated 
from their yoke to be left a. prey to the ravenous 
birds and beasts which hovered near; while hua- 
baods saw their wives actually expire under the 
yoke. One poor woman, deaf and dumb» became \ 
a pitiable sufferer. She had shed torrents of tears 
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since she first discovered ber gloomy destiny ; two 
of her children boil be^^n taken from het ernhnkCGSi 
— s^e linew not wbat bad fafcorae of thein— and a 
ibird, which was in her arms wbew the journey 
coramenced, waslom from her breast after the first 
ten days, that she might keep up with the party. 
Her expressive moLions, in deftcrihiTig the mitnner 
in which ihe child was forced frora her nnd thrown 
on the sand, where it was left to pemti, while whips 
were applied to her» lame and worn-out as she was, 
to quicken her tottering steps 4Vom her uuburied 
offspring, were intensely affecting to every fellow- 
sufferer. Yet the journey wag not always under 
the dark cloud of oppressive melanch I'y ; some- 
limes the buoyancy oftlie light hearted and untu- 
tored African sprang with & snrpnsiDg and unna- 
tural elcclficity, and langhed to scorn misery's 
sharpest sun^ ; — yet the clouds returned after the 
raiu^ and despondency would then become more 
gloomy. 

i Their journey did uf>t always lie upon the des- 
ert» nor were they constantly dependant npon what 
they carried (or refreshment. They travelled for 
some days along the banks of rivers, or on the 
shores of lakes; they passed again through richly 
wooded and fertile lands ; the nearer they drew to 
the coast^ the more improved the country appeared. 
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until tbey entered Zegzeg, a Fellatah country, 
which, especially in the vicinity of Zaria its capi- 
tal, seems to be one of the finest in Africa. It was 
beautifully variegated with hill and dale; was co- 
vered with plentiful crops and rich pastures, and 
produced the finest rice. Rows of tall trees, re- 
sembling gigantic avenues of poplar, extending 
from hill to hill, shaded their weary, emaciated, 
and diseased bodies from the burning heat. Here 
they saw a country far different from their own, 
laid out in fields of grain, and possessing an exten- 
sive population ; but, alas, they entered it not as 
free men, but as slaves — not as settlers, but as the 
merchandise of the Kaffila — soon again to be re- 
moved to another and unknown country. 

They were finally brought to Funda, near to 
Benin, where events awaited Karpha which must 
be related in another chapter. 
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The distfessiug condition in which many of 

the miserable captives reached the place of Qier- 

chiiudise, was suiriciutitly jippalliii;^ Lo shock evea 

the siiongest nerves, and harrow most deeply the 

Jeast sensilivc feclin^^s. A cajtUiin, who witnessed 

une aiririils, desciihed mati}" of them as " mere 

leletons, labouring under every misery thai want 

'andfadgLic could produce. In some, iho fetters had, 

by tbeir constant action, worn thruufjU the lacer- 

ited flush Co the bare bonCj the ukeruled wound 

havin;^ become the resort of myriads of ilitis, whieh 

bad deposited tbtir eggs ia th« gangrenous cavi- 

ies" A trarelkr who mingled among them speaks 

of their appearance after ihoir jnurney as squalid 

and miserable in the extreme. Fastened by the 

neck in pairs, only one fourth of a yard of chain 

being allowed for each, and driven to the beach by 

hired ruffians; whose associates in cruelty pulled 

lem forward by the narrow band, which was ihe'w 

inly rag of apparel, encircling their waist. 

E 
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We follow their steps with anxious solicitude, 
and find that these enfeebled and emafiaied cap- 
tives, whose food would be more espensive than 
iheir purchase money in the market, and whose 
Btrength has been so reduced ihat thev cau make 
liltle resistance, " are led to the side of a billj a 
little beyond ihe town, and coolly knocked in the 
head." Yet another division is made; the old, 
and sickly of H-hatever af^e, aie carefully selected 
and separated inclmins. and placed under keepers — 
by whom agiiin a reneveed examination is conducted 
* — and " the ne;xt day the majority of these poor 
melches are pinioned and convej ed to the banks of 
ihe river, where a weight of some aart is appended 
(o Lheir necks, and being transported in canoes to 
the middle of the stream, they are flung into the 
water, and left to perish without pity or reinorae." 

But another company of the wretched captives 
had been brought from a pail of the country whose 
inhabitants, it was alleged, make bad slavea. They 
had not been part of ihe Fellaiah kaffila, but were 
consi^ed to an oflifial of the Portuguese govern- 
ment. Their value was not equal lo the expense 
of ihn'iy support, and the avarice of their cruel pos- 
sessor refased them snstejiance of any kindj and 
S50 were left chained^ sometimes twelve or twenty 
toj^ellier, without distinction of nge or sex, with a 
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heavy iron eliain round tbeir neck, to wander about 
the town in quest of someliiing to satisfy thcoraviitgs 
of nature ; picking tip bones and garbage from ite 
dung Leaps, snails from tbe fitjlds^ frogs horn die 
ditches, or sea-weed and shell-fish from the reced- 
ing tidy. A witness of the horrid spectacle wrote, 
'* again aiid again have I seen one or more of these 
[foor creatures^ when unable from sicleaess to walk^ 
crawling on their hands and knees, accompanying 
the gang to whteb they were chained, when they 
went in search ofth^ir daily food — for one could 
not move without the whole. In this fiiaie the 
greater part were left to perish wilbont food, medi- 
cine, or clothing ; their bones protruding through 
the skin, lingering as lining ekeletons amidst hun- 
ger and diseasej till death, the beat friend left them, 
teleasL'd mu^tof tbem from sufTeriDg and bondage. ' 
Some feeling and agonised hearts may be ready 
10 exclaim^ why tell such horrible and cruel tales 
as these, or report deeds so harrowing to the mind 
now : they huve all passed away, and we cannot 
remedy the miseries of by-gone years. Suoh ex- 
clamation is inconsiderate, and not warranted by 
a. knowledge of present events, or the duties which 
yet remain to be performed. "True humiiniiy 
consists not in a squeamisli ear,'' said the generous 
advocate of the slave, Charles James Tox : " it 
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consists not iu starting or shriaking at such talc^ 
as tLese, but Id a disposition of heart to relieve 
misery. True humanity appertains rather to the 
mind than lo the nerves, and prompts men to use 
real and active endeavours to e^cecule the factions 
which it suggests." 

We shall tlierefore resume the narrative, which 
reconnts the vicissitudes of the captive herd that 
had been led from the retired and desolated Ahoo- 
kie. It is only necessary to remind the reader of 
this tale, lliut nut a single horror or sorrow which 
we now recite, but is to this day ibe portion of the 
children of Africa, as the fruit of American Sla- 
very and the cupidity of nomiual Christians I 

The nuptials of the Fellatah princess had been 
(delayed for tbree tedious months, and the contract- 
in** ptmies were waiting with impmience till the 
oecessury conditions should be fulfilled. The 
political stipulation of the parent prince, and tbe 
calculatiuns of the Shiet^ counterpoised each other, 
and served to sustain their anxiety and the interest 
of both. The morning at length dawned when it 
was announced that tbe mercenary umissaries of 
cold-hearted barbarity should return from ibeir ca- 
reer of devastation and ferocity. Already had the 
first-huits of their guilty and rapacious harvest beon 



gathered in, but \he full sheaf was yet to be brougb t 
borne, 

Trne to iheir bondj the Kaffila arrived, and wbile • 
the broken-hearted captives, in fetters and luana- 
cle&, moved slowly and sadly to the receptacle, the 
hardened and avaricious FellaUibs, exiilung in their 
atrocious spoib, wetcooied iLe returning captors, 
and applauded the richiiess and diversity o( their 
gains* The strangers from Abonkie formed only 
a part of the mournful and downcast band ^vhen 
ihey were sBsembled and presented to the haugbty 
tyrant, for whose selfish policy they bad been fet- 
tered and exiled. 

" Fleecy locks and dark complexion" formed (be 
chief outlines of all, but ih^ lineaments and ex- 
presfiiona diflered as much as the varied lands from 
which they bad been driven ; distant tribes and 
jarring dialects, opposing passions and dissimilar 
habits, diversified the motley throng. The avarice 
of Gama was more solicitous about the marketable 
quality of the booty, than the features or the cha- 
racter of his fellow men. He numbered the cap- 
tives bestowed upou his daughter^ and now felt 
secure of the service and attachment of the Shiek. 

It is none of our present business to recount the 
reward, which he received as the wages of iniquity 
and the fulfilment of such ignoble and selfish con- 
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dilions. Kor is the meiancboly pleasure allowed us 
to rdate bow the captured negroea were domesti- 
cated among llie rich and indolent inhabitants of 
that region ; where they nnight hare beeu adopted 
inio the families of their roasters, treated wiili kind- 
ness and almost equality ; allowed to accumulate 
property, and to redeem iheii liberty by purchasei 
religion or afTcctioTi ; or permitted to hold inter- 
coursej friend with friend, and even occasionally 
with the tnetnbers of their own fatniliesi or inhab- 
itants of their father's native land. This would 
Lave been a U^le of mitigated 3urrovi% 

Here at least they would not have been separated 
by an tmpassabie gul|3h — tho big rolling biHowa, 
the waters which had no farther shore — fruiu their 
father's tree, their father's spirits, and their father'* 
joy. Here, the plastic hand of nature, and genius 
of industry^ and the congenial society of country- 
men^ might have healed the wounds and soothed 
the sorrows of aeporation and hereavemenL Here, 
the eneririea and resources with which even aavage 
men is indued, and which darh adversity and the 
very e:ctreme of mental suffering incidentally 
elicit, might yet have drawn good out of evil, 
and rendered the intercourse of various nations 
henaficiftl [o the oppressed and the oppressor. And 
h«re, toOj where no tornado roars; in a country 
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where tlie fields were estensively cleared nnd 
covercti with Lhriviog plantations of cornj yu-tos, 
raillet, and coUuti; and wlsere arts with their 
softening infiuences have «o far advanced, as Uiat 
the loom almost vies with the productions of civi- 
lized couuiries^ and the spinning and dying have 
not long been excelled in happy England. Here 
the mountainoua and richly friiiLful scenery — the 
genial and, to thcaij salubrioua atmosphere — the 
light hcantd festivity of conviviEil meetings, and 
die cbeeifnl aniuseujents of mlmicJry and bnffoou- 
o'y, sf> pecQliar lo African society, ivould have "been 
TO them a joy arid a recreation; and their hah 
itadons, ihoitgh only rude and clay-built cotUges, 
yet with the carved work &nd the furniture, repre- 
senting upon the door posts warlike pr<jcessions or 
the combats ofdestfoying serpents, would haveex- 
hibitt-'d ait improvement which they had not wit- 
uessed in the mc^re secluded countries, and almost 
reconciled them to e&ile and captivity. But oil this 
was prevented by the five hundred sail wliich floated 
on the blue waves at Benin and Badagr)-. 

Karpha and his companions were now aaaem- 
bled for inspection, and to he distributed according 
to the caprice of their oppressors. They whose 
liberty had been free as the mountain air which 
they inhale^j and who had felt no bonds but those 
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of relatii^eorimtriiirebal obligalion.wefienowdividetl 
and apportioDed to tbe mail as suliject brutesj and 
led fariL as sliecp appointed for llie slaughter.-^ 
Tlie}', whose only Oiult was defenceless Becurity 
and tbouglitless indulgence, were novr to be baj- 
tered for trinkets of trifling valne, or weapons of 
war and rapine — estimated by the sordid i:atcn]a- 
iiOti% of traders in bnman flesli, and carried away 
by force from their native country, in order to be 
subjugated to the mere will and wLims, tbe tyranny 
and oppreasioa of other human beings, throoghoiit 
ibeir whole natural lives. 

Most monstrous wickedness, unparalleled bar- 
barity ! Th* oppressors of the poor negroes had 
laken care ta associate in distinct bands a few from 
each dislrictj and hostile tribe or country, and so to 
mingle them aa to prevent confederation for the 
purpose of bienking ibeir yoke, or c.sca]>ing their 
bondttt^e; so that, when in their tedious jonrney 
they halted foT rest, the intercourse of the captives 
had not partaken of reciprocal confidence, or af- 
forded an opportunity for conspiring to overthrow 
the marauders. Every one was suspicious of bis 
companions, and m many cases rancorous hatred 
between the known tribes was indulged, which oc- 
casioned strife and reproach. 

Biit a crisis was approaching wheti mutual jea- 
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Joustes would be a.bsorbed, and suspicion woald be 
tbroTrn aside. As they approached FunJa, tbe 
appalling prospect began to open upon all, and U> 
he more minutely communtcated from one Uj ano- 
ibor, and the alarming apprebension ihat cbeir cap- 
tivity was noi destined to end in iheimwn rejioiis, 
or in the domestic ser^^itude of tbeir f^ountrymen , 
but tbat they were designed for a more dreadful 
and revolting end. 

It had heeu wbispered among tbem that they 
were approaching the blae waters of the wide sea, 
and tbat an unknown doom awaited tbom beyond 
the rolling waves. It was "known by report — the 
sad reality had been esperienred by some of them 
in the case of relatives — ihat many enptives had 
been carried by white traders to distant lauds. — 
Many, many, had been ihua separated from their 
fatbers' bomea ; but no return, no message, no in- 
lelUgenco of their lai«» had reached them, and the 
terrible conclusion had been embraced tbat they 
were victims donmed to satiate a cruel appetite, and 
to be devoured as the food of man. As ttiis im- 
pressioti gamed ground, the desire of escape, at 
any risk, prevailed ; and every prisoner was willing 
to accept death within their shores, rather than the 
horrible anticipations of such captivity. When ilie 
assembled dowry was presented, the pride of the 
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chief, aud the vanity of lier witli n'hom be received 
it, led to tlie vain display of its ricLes : dear bought 
ostentation ! The negroes now saw tljeir force; and 
the resolation of dying, rather tbao the alternative 
ivhioL awaited them, armed thetn with courage^ 

It bad been understood by the captives for what 
purpose ihey had been dragged from their homes 
and gathered here together. The festive banqnet 
was now to he spread, and the hours of deep revelry 
when the Fellatah& would be drowned iD their cups, 
were hastening on. The daring enterprise was con- 
templated by a few of the more determined and 
courageous. Karpha had seen liis beloved Adah 
Among the ft^male captives, and was fired with die 
heroic purpose of giving her at least liherty, if he 
could not also share with her In the perils and 
beneiits of an escape. 

The Fellalah hordes were worn out with their 
journeying and watching 3 many of them sought 
the kindred from whnm they had so long been 
separated. The guard upon the negroes was re- 
laxed^ while the arms of the watch were yet within 
their sight. The iron pina by which the forted 
fetters were bound round tlie necV, had been re- 
moved hom some, that they might he shown to 
their new masters ; and when they were replaced^ 
the insirumeiit of bondage was not made usually 



OK THE UYDVLE PASSAGE. 63 

seoure ; uot was tbis overlooked by some of tliv 
captives, though tbtiy retained tlieir position. — 
Mauy Qud n'earit^d hiid been their steps tn the late 
journey^ aiid ibe less hardy qdJ more csLhiiusted, 
now accustomed to iLcir mode of impHsontiieDtr 
had fallen into a sound repose; while those who 
waited with impatience till ibe cloud of night would 
favijur their purpose, aud the mirth of the Fella- 
lahs would present the mometii: of revenge, seemed 
also to have been ov^come by fatigue and slum- 
ber. 

The evening watch was set— composed, howerer, 
chiefly of lUexperienoeJ and unwilling guards : 
the cautious and already tired tymnla were per- 
mitted either to join in the feast or visit their 
homes. The song, the dance, and the boiaterons 
amusements had begun, and the intojdcating bev- 
erage was fieely circulating; the strong were bowed 
down, and the cautious had become sccui*e ; the 
watch too had been weakened by the desertion of 
some, the indifference of others, aud tbecarousings 
of the rest, CarefiiUyj but with expedition^ Karpha 
and his coadjutors, having already obtaiued their 
o-wn releascj proceeded through their fellow cap- 
tives, withdrawing the bolts by which all bad been 
held so secure, till they imagined their force was 
strong enough to overpower the guard* They then 
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roBhed upon tbe ^atcbj secured die arms, And fol- 
lowed up thtrir surprise by a aucceaaful attack upon 
tbe dissipated and defenceksa revelkra. 

Here tbe struggle was saaguinary indeed ; wilB 
a raging diirst ihey drew the blood of tbeir oppres- 
sors, mingling Jtwub tbeir cups. Ilje Sbiek with 
all his prowess, was overpowered and driven to 
dtstractian ; and tbougb wiLb ibe iirmtieBS of a 
savage be defended Lis marriage bed and bia bri- 
dal spoaae, negro reveiige prevailed, and he was 
left to expire weltering in the blood of his princess. 
Upon many ot the captives the change passed as 
by encbnntraent; they bad no anticipation of lib- 
erty or of revenge : the women least of all under- 
BttMjd tbe excitement, or were prepared for what 
occurred. Tbe Fellatahs were panic-Btruckj and 
feared lo draw towards ibe ^ene of camagei 

But ibe negroes began to scatter themselves; the 
bnrsting forth of ihe generous struggle bad been 
without furlber calculation than present revenge and 
sudden death ; but as they succeeded, they began 
to sei^k for retreat. Karphabad marked tbe band 
where his Adah lay* and it would have beco a dark 
cloud which could have hid her again from bis 
search : when the tnaasaor^ was completed he has- 
tened to the spot; witli trembling fear and hope 
he approached. Tumult, wild dismay, and discor- 
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danc sounds prevailed ; bis voice could not be 
heard, but neither could his eya be deceived ^ ibe 
extac^ of their recognition was alnnosi a reward for 
all the hoiTora of the journey and the Leirors of ihe 
nigbt. Her yoke was soon brokun, and her fetters 
removed, and his first wild dream wa& lo haslen for 
some retreat ; but, alas, where could tbey escape ? 
The darkness was now nearly parsed — the Felbi- 
tahs irere aroused — their bandit were collecting. 

The iicgraes were few in number compared to 
iheir eoemies, nor was there any leader wbom all 
raigbtreco^ise: further conflici would be unavail- 
ing, — a few hours, and all thLMr en*;rgies would be 
crippled* tJia only hope — painful necewiiy — 
rested in a suggestion which occurred from what 
he had seen in passing through the country ; if 
they could escape to a dtstance^ and become the 
domestic bond sbvves of some inbabitant of ibe 
country, — To any allemHtive nowivould he submit 
rather than be separated fi'om his beloved and be- 
trotlied Adah ; he cast away his Mciipons of re- 
venge^ mid withdrew from the sccue of the fierce 
ftffiay. They then hastened to the banks of the 
river, which flowed towards the sea; every step was 
& promise of escape, and every moment a gleam of 
hope : aheady did he henr ih^ sound of Lhe rolling 
waters, bathe durst cot linger, — Adah was faint. 



66 



IfHS SLATE $HIF 



and Ills on'n strength bad almost faileil. He often 
started at the sound of his own foot&le]^s, and 
shrunk from the faint outline i>f his own $hadow; 
lie yei succeeded in reaching the thicket upon the 
rWefs hrink, and obtained a covert in ivbich they 
hoped to pass the day secure^ tliough food was de- 
nied, and means of purchasing it he did t^oi pos- 
sess ; still liberty was sweet, and thrice sweet in 
fellowship with her from whose embrace he had 
hct^-n toi'n. 

Their converse in these hours of anyuish and 
flight was col to te described by the poetry of sen- 
timent — it was the eloquence of feeling and the 
overflowings of nature's kindness. Tlie creature, 
alas I was to each of them instead of the Creator ; 
and this was the only heaven or blessedness which 
they knew or could anticipate. 

The conflict, had not ceased when Karpha with- 
drew from his fellow captives ; most of tliem had 
resolved to sell their lives, having now no motive 
to live, nor place of retreat. The Fellatahs were 
certainly afraid to proceed to extremities, for their 
own slaves, who were numerous, might also join 
the insurgents and rise against their master. Their 
revenge thirsted for hlood^ but their avarice craved 
still more strongly for the price (y( flesh, and the 
morning dawn brought to their assistance people 
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of anotber nation, bolder and belter armed j who 
made mercbanJise of the liberiy and bodies of ibetr 
fellow men. Tbey were noi Africans, norMobara- 
medan o]ipressors ; — ihey were called CLristians 
and Eii^^lisbraen, who in their own country boasted 
of freedom, and with jealousy watched and resisted 
every encroachment upon mere political liberty, 
and whose professed religion did nut merely incul- 
cate gooil will to men, but also branded as the foul- 
est crime any traffic in raaUj or man-stealing, — 
Belneen forty and iifty of tbese bad reached Funda 
during; the night in armed canoes, and each of them 
armed with cutlass^ firelock, and spear : tbey had 
come from the coast to procure slaves tor the 3bip!» 
which awaited at anchor their returw. Since ihey 
had been ill supplied witli merchandise in ex- 
change for which tbey should procure slave^^ they 
depended not on traffic for supplies; more sum- 
mary means were employed- With caution, their 
practice was to came only into the vicinity or with- 
in a certain distance of a village or town, and there 
conceal themselves, under tlie bushes which over- 
I huogthebanka, during the daylight; undercover 
I of night they then went up armed, seizing every 
inhflbilanl — man, wo man j and child — who bad not 
time to make their escape. They bound the arms 
of the captured victims behind liteir backs, and 
drove them to the canoes. 
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Tlie Sliiek had learned ihey were in ihe ncigh- 
bourboodj and hud dispaicbed some of bi^ cmisHa* 
ries to iuviie theui to hh market. They arrived 
only to wimes3 the wreck of the KalEla, and to 
assist in subduing llie poor insurgent captives; 
and tlii^ uiis the harvest ivLicli, Engli&ljmeQ as 
they iFere, they bosiod to reap^ since here they 
coutd prescribe their own terms. 

The ^xhausteti and bewLldered negroes were 
soon again enthralled^ llie appearance of their 
enemies realized to them all the dread which they 
before had (tAt m anticipating the mist^ries uLii^h 
awaited them ; the superior arms and combiuatlou 
of the whites overwhelming all the force of the dis- 
pirited captives. They were now led olT to the 
canoesj by tbtt assistance of the FellatiJis, Uurty or 
forty to each canoe. Karpha, from his covert, saw 
hb recent companions in bondi^, now doomed to 
more bitter bondage, passing down the rivtr under 
the direction of the slare traders, and stowed as 
cattle at the burtora of the canoes, their arms and 
legs bound with ropes, and when tempLt;d to gaze 
with an enquiring eye whether they were yet alive, 
he was driven back with alarm by the blaze and 
report of the cannon which they tired — a wonder 
he bad neverbefore seen, hut which they displayed 
probably to overawe the captives, or to terrify the 
inhabitants of the country. 



The daj passed, and when the sun bad with- 
drawn, tliey gathered a fewruots, or wsld fruit from 
around their hidiut; place, and greedily fed upon 
ihe Tude repast This was the first night of par- 
tially undisturbed repose, which they had enjoyed 
since the dark hour of their captivity ; and scarcely 
could they realize iheir happy reunion, or, embraced 
in each othera arras, yield themselves to sleep ; if 
their eyes sunlt in slumber it was to start again in 
troublod dreams — the flitting memoriah of their 
past miseries; bui still they hoped, dreary aa was 
tlieir portion* they should yet escape, and when 
to-morrow's sun had set thev fesolved to waoder 
where they Cf>uld, that they might henceforth drink 
the same cup of sorrow or of pleasure — of liherTy 
or bondage. The rooming came, and ihey veu- 
tured forth lo gather yet a little food ere the hroad 
ann would expose them to their enemies. Bui 
alas the scene was soon changed, and long after 
did Karpha feproach himself for his rashness and 
inconsiderate haste; while he lamented hift sad re- 
verses, — his painful separation, and desulale sorrow. 

" Through ihc grdres nf Atigiila I stmTud. 

LoTG and bope nnuie my b4»sam their hoiui' 
Thpi-ci I tulkt^d with idj fuT-orilu inaiiL 

Nor (Ireampd oC the sorrow to cnme : 
From the thicJci^t the mftn-hunterspnxiig, 

My cri*s echopil loud t>irough the air, 

f 
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There wa» Airy eind wraih on his tongue, 
He was deaf to the shritjka of dispiur." 

Such had heen the events of die ruoniing. Sc»me 
of the cflDoes had tint obtained llieir supply of t^ap- 
tivea and they lingered in lLc Lope of kidnapping 
aome straggling deserters from ihti iaaurgeiil kutllla. 
Too surely were their expectations waltzed in ihf 
experience of Karpha; be was drugged to the river 
brinkj as Avaa ol^o bis diaconsDl&ie companiou. 
They faund a small party waiting till all should 
aBsemble with tbuir fettered prey, and again the 
heart-rending acene of separatiun wm re-enacted. 
Karpha^ bound, was thrown down in tbc cange ; 
while his Adah was reserved for another division 
of the booty, and to be conveyed in *inoCher canoe 
to the place of barter and prostration. But did 
not the oppressed feel — was not the suffering of 
his heart keen aa that of the proudest born ; and 
his poor weeping and blighted Adahj would not 
her quivering solidtude about her captiv^e lover, 
her husband — her all, excite the interest and sym- 
pathy of tt freeman's breast P Rather, does not the 
traffic obliterate every generous emotion — ^every 
natural excelleucy — every germ of sensibility by 
which a Briton, or a man, is distinguished ? It 
must. Alas I whence the many heart breaking tales 
of sorrow which we must recordj perpetrated under 
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tiieir iufluence, and toprovide a 
stock for tlicir marfectP Oh, sordid avarice 1 — - 
profligate selfishness l^ravenous lust, and cruel 
love of gain! 

How anomalous and incoTisisient! ihat nations 
so jealously teiJaciwus of liberty or political free- 
dom, and so vain of this character, should become 
aggressors, and continue^ as they hare done in 
American slavery, invaders of personal freedom. 
Their boasted political rights, may, it seems, be 
justly suspended for genercd purposes and national 
expediency. Personal liberty 13 the first right of 
every human being, bom of whatever parentage; 
aad inalienable^ except by snch moral turpitude, 
as unjustly offends or violates the rights of the 
community. Should any one deprive Ma fellow 
being, or wiihold from him, by cotiventional 
u&ages or proseriptive cnactmenis^ this natural 
birthright, the dispoiler is absolutely criminal us 
a mail stealer and robber. 

The passage down the river was rapid ; three 
days sufficed to bring them to the mouth o( ibe 
Benin. The captives started with surprise when 
they beheld the immense oceaDj and looked far 
away to the setting aun, bat perceived only swel- 
ling wavea and the blue heavens i they lost any 
recollection of their condition in contemplating 
the tnagnificence of the waste of waters. 
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TLey were soon recalled from indefinite wonder, 
and felt ihemseUes pervaded by a thrill of horror, 
when they bubeld the sLips of the traders iiapping 
with their ^hile sails ia the widJ^ and rediag upon 
t!ie waves wilLout aiiv apparent stay or hold. The 
dark reflection rushed with redoubled force upon 
their minds, that these receptacles were destined to 
receive them as so many heads of cattle for the 
slaughter; and that their transportaiion to olhgr 
lauds was only preparative to their congumption as 
food for their purchasers* Their brooding fancy 
was now ajipalled by the loathsome idt;a — 



"That their bloody limlja, yet quivering on the bctard. 
Would ijlut tlio atomacli of their ruihless lard; 
Or OD the shrine of CiiriHliou guds iTouId lie, 
Aud in atonQment ibr their maflter, dju/' 
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The apprehension pamtyzed them; they seemed 
stricken al the heart with a preying melancholy 
— ihey had uo more any lifu in them. Some 
of them only had energy enough to seek deatli 
under iLe wave, and plunged into tlie sea ; but 
were re&loredj hy their mouey-seoking tyrants, to 
a place of security. They were brought to the 
noisome cells on board the ships, which wailed for 
them, as wietched vLtUms, bound back io back^ 
and tied hand and foot. 

The vessel, on board which Karpha was carried, 
was registered at one hundred aiid sixty tons. 




I He was one of four bmidred and eighty captives, 

Tlie lower decli extended fore and afl the ship 

I from steal to stern ; and was In length 86 ^gI, 

L and breadth 20 feet. The height was about five 

^^feet eight iriches^ but a platform was suspended 

^^^om iho upper deck, near to the depth of two feet 

and a half The breadth of space allotted to each 

slave for lying dowti, was about 14 or 16 inehea; 

ibefeet of one negro reaching, and almost pressing 

upon^ the bead of another. The men were chained 

two and two together, b_v the right hand and foot of 

one to the left hand and foot of the other; and by 

means of ring-bolts fastened in the deck they 

were fixed down in a recumbent posture. Many 

i of the associates of Karpha, who had been cap- 

1^^ lured previnus to him, had remained subjected to 

^^Bhia prostrate position for three contlnuona months. 

" ' They were kept below decks fifteeu hours every day; 

but in stormy or wet weather they were confined in 

their cramped condition for three days toijether, till 

the drawing of breath became on unxioua and 

laborious effort- 

When any of those> who, though wanderers, boast 
their lineage as the sons of freedom, become stran- 
gers and exiles* and go forth to distant lands in the 
best built sliips which traveree the ocean, if 
their resources afford it, the utmost bounds of 
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recreation are deemed limited enough ; — the even- 
ing and the momiag walk, — liie mid-day lounge, 
— the bath and ventilation are ea^rlj' coveted. 
Apartments are fitted-ap with every possible 
accommodation. Their food consists of their 
own country provisions, and the best sauces 
of domestic cookery^ accompanied for purposes 
of variety and as a preparative for a change of diei^ 
by a meal prepared according to the taste of those 
countries where they intend to reside. Their 
breakfast ia followed by the toilette, — their apart- 
ments are perfumed with pnsliiea, &c. — their even- 
ings are diversiJied by the introduction of music, 
the dance, and the song ; and every circumstance 
which could offend their feelings, 13, as far as poB- 
sible^ removed from observation. 

Such are the conveniences of those who volun- 
tarily renounce home and friends for gain or 
glory ; but what pandlel was afforded in the ex- 
perience of Karpha and his companions; who, 
'^forced from home and all itspleasares," were now 
borne over the racing billows to increase the 
treasures of a stranger P Tbey left the coast of 
Africa, so forlorn and wretched, and were so 
wrung with misery at leaving their country, that 
even their cruel spoilers sailed during the night, 
when the captives were supposed to be asleep. 
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As many of ihe wi'etcbed victims were from 

day to day l^roiight upon deck, as the small crew 
fell tiiemaelves able to hold in aubjeciiou, Tbeir 
allowance consiBted of one pint of water to each 
person daily* and twice a day were they fed with 
ygjoaa and horse beans ; aud, for the sake uf 
exercise, ibese miserable heart-broken wretches — • 
loaded wi(h chains, and oppressed with disease 
— were forced to jump, (the poetic slave apologists 
have called it dancing,) under the lash of the whip. 
Truly, ihe condiiion of so much misery in so little 
room^ ia mure than mere human imagination 
could conceive. But on whom was this awful 
doom imposed ? — Upon free-born men ; some of 
them fathers, chiefs and inheritors, or independeiit 
possessors of wealth and respectability in thetr own 
country. Hundreds of such men were here, by the 
hands of boasted free menj and vain-glorious lovers 
of hberty, linked together, and vainly trying to 
get rid of each other ; aurronnded by every object 
thai was nauseous and disgusting^ and calculated 
to produce all the varieties of wretchedness. 

The occuVence frequently took place-^but could 
it be wondered at — that the companions in fetters, 
having previously agreed to ibe resolution^ when 
they came ujion deckj (according to the policy 
and arrangements of their oppressors,) leapt over 
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board and embraced the sod ahernaiive of death 
to insuflerabW mhery- And to ibis they were 
tempted by i.he iroitginary Lope of ruvbiung the 
homes of ibeir fathers, and assembling' with their 
lingering sbades around tlie faraily baiilang, 
Wheu iQ the act of drovvuingj many were seen to 
wave their hands in Lriumpb, exulttDg ibat they 
had escaped. 

** lb oceau's Tvidc (lomauis, 

HtLLfbuiieii in Lbo samla. 
Lie akelelona in chaina. 

With shackled fuet mid bands." 
Death camp as a kind deliverer to others oi 
them, and snatched iLem from prolonged horrors. 
Karpha ftilt, one evening he had reached the 
deck, that the struggles aTid Bufferings of his cora- 
paaion had nearly closed. Oh^ how he lon^ 
for the same consLimmailon — the same release HI 
His apirit was bowed down within him. He 
wished for death ; but it was that he might 
linger where his Adah ^vas — now a sojourner and 
a captire, tossed orer a wide and tremendous aea^ 
he knew not where, His imagination dwelt 
upon the visioiis of an uTdenl love j he was 
still lost in conjecmrfij what had become her dark 
lot. It was in vain tljat hu thought of Africa i^ 
coast, or the lands to which he was nowhasi^jiiing. 
Forlorn and distracted he stood upon the deck, 
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ready to embrace the fatal purpose, but paused 
tu give utterance to his agonies and his passion. 

**Tbe maoa spread herm&nlle uflighi. 

And the gale &oA,ly dying avruj 
Breathed stiil on the bosom of uigUt : 

Oil tbu fortjcastlii K^rupha stoLid, 
And |]i>urod forth t^i% iOTTOwfal taie ; 

Hia toara FpU imsLHn an the llomJ, — 
His sigb passijJ un^fmrd an ihoi gulu^ 

■* All wreLch !'' in wilJ anguish he crietlj 
*• From country and Uberty torn,— 

AIi^ SLarapba^ wouJilaC thou Imtl died, 
Ere o'er ilia salt wu^es thou wert boriie 1 

Accm^vd be the wiurderoiis bond, 
Whn hi^ luve coulil Tram Karaplja t<<ar !*' 

Aiiolher brief moment and his sufferings in 
time would have do-ied. The dtirktiess of eternal 
things — the oUsturity of future events— the un- 
certainty o( what awaited him, would have pro- 
duced no impediment to the last cfTorl of maddtin- 
ing dispair. But just as he was about to phiuge 
itilo the deep abyss, ttie gmsp of his aavuge op- 
pressor dissipated his dark dream, recalled him to 
the horrors of his situation, and subjected him 
afresb to a3:;giavatioiia and suffering, which only 
the mveuttou of a civiliited monster could add to 
the accumulaLions of excruciating misery. He 
was laid upon the deck^ bound dowu iu the pre- 
sence of his felloiv 3ufferei*s, and his bocls was 
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bared to the lacerations of the bmCal whip ; bU 
flesh was laid open by every stroke of the lasb, 
and when iamt from bleeding, and exhausted 
from aufferingi he hoped his soirowa would close^ 
yet more savage barbarities were exhibited. Hot 
pitch was now poured upon hb torn aiid quivering 
flesh, aad Im back was further scarred by the ap- 
plication of the heated ton^s* This was done to 
deter others from aitetnpting such a modo of 
escape. He was now chained, and laid upon th<^ 
declc as a wamiTig to his fellow sufiercrs. 

It had been much to suffer what was doomed to 
be his portion ; but it was more harro^ving still to 
Karpha's afiectionate and gentle disposition thus to 
become a witness of the scenes which daily occur- 
red. Most of the slaves laboured under a fi^ed mel- 
ancholy, which now and then broke out itJto lamen- 
tations and plaintive songs, expressive of the loiis 
of their relations, and friends, and country. The 
wretchedness of the suflerers drove them to mad- 
ness, and they almost tempted the utmost cruelly 
of iheir barbarious destroyers. 

About eievea oVlock, one evening, Karpha saw 
the chief mate, who had heard a noise in their 
horrid dungeon, jump down with a lantiirn in 
bis hand. Two of the slaves had become exasper- 
ated by ill usage, and freed themselvei* from their 
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iroDs ; anning themselves with their boltSj they 
clo^d upon bim, (Lud woulj h&ve overpowered 
him, had not the cre^ come to his rescue : the 
men slaveys were now unable Ut punish hiin. 

Hardly had this scene closed, till another, and 
another even more distressing, were exhibited. 
One of the poor men, wearied of life and its mis- 
eries, had resolved upon and sought deatli in vain ; 
the only alitimative which remained was to abstain 
from food. The atrocious perpetrator shall record 
his deeds in his own style : — 

" Being sick in my cabin, I was informed that 
a man slave wouJd neither eat, drink, nor speak. 
I desired the mate and surgeon to try to peraaacic 
bim to speak. I desired that the slaves might 
try also. When I found he was still obstinate, 
not knowing whether it was from sulkiness or in- 
sanity, I ordered a person to present him with a 
piece of fire io oue band, and a piece of yam in 
the other, and to tell me what eiTect this had upon 
him. I learnt that be took the yam and beg^n to 
eat it." Such was his own tale. With other* he was 
less successful; they obstinately refused sustenance, 
and when ifae whip and other cruel means were 
offered to compel them lo eat, they looked up in 
die face of the oppressor and said, with a smile, (in 
their own language) — ^*' Presently we shall be no 



more." Languor and debility followed — dysentry 
was produced : — the coiiiagiou spread, aud the 
disorder reeisilng ihe power of medkine, many of 
thi"m died. 

These poor suJTerera, espeeiaUy ibe ftjmale vic- 
limsr had becu^ during the eurUer pMi of the 
voyage, severely ufiecLed by sea sitiliness, aggra- 
vated by the exdusionof thefxesh air. TTjci seahad 
been roiig;h and ibe rain heavy^ and iheferore the 
air ports and gmLings had been dosed for several 
days ; the conBequence soon appeared in fearful 
diseases; the noxious eiBuvia, exhaled from ihe 
luimeriuus and closely wedded masses of animal 
lifei became the only atraosplicre which the wretch- 
ed creatnres could breath * fevers and flu^ses 
began to prevail. No words could then describe 
the horors of the scene, or tbe sufferinga of the 
negroes. 

A racdical officer details some of the sad reali- 
ties. He had tu visit their dismal berths or com-- 
mon receptacle, in wbicb he could only for a brief 
moment remain at any dme — the extreme heal 
being to hini iusufTcrablei no wonder he should 
represent their permanent confinemeni in it as 
intolerable. He confessed thai the floor of their 
large cell "was so covered with the blood and 
mucus which had proceeded from ihem in con- 
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sequetice oT ttie flux" (passing from tliem in the 
place to which ihey were chained,) "thai it re- 
wmt/c^asJaughterhoQse*" He tbougluit beyond 
the "power of human imagination lo picture to it- 
self a situation more dreadful or moie disgusting." 
Clothe^i himself with only the li^^itesL covering, 
because of the intense heat of the climate, he had 
atone time stripped himself of ihat, and descended 
to their sea dungeon quite nakeJ^ Yet> having 
continued for only one quarter of an bour^ he was 
so overcome hy the heat, stench and foul air, that 
be had nearly fainted, and required assislence to 
rise out of the place, where hundreds were doomed 
always to remaiiJi And fl'ith all his fuciliiiesj 
medioal knowledge^ and care he was rniahle to 
resist an atfeick of the same pestilence- 
There was a division of the deck set apart as the 
hospital- — under the half deck — where the sick 
neyroes were laid on the bare plank j a means 
ofttiraes of increasing rather than mitigating iheir 
sufferings. The eiHatiated ami feeble creatures, 
auhjccted to the shifting motion of the rolling ship, 
bad their skin and flesh entirely rnbbed off their 
shoulders^ elbows and hips — and the bones in those 
parts were made quite bare. Kxcfiiciatjng pain, 
endured in some cases for weeks, most fretjaenily 
was relieved only by death; and few of them. 
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brought to tbts infirmary* were able lowiLlistand 
theae falaJ cruelties. 

But another of the atrocities, ihoagh equally true, 
ihe guilty author would not he forced to na.rrate. A 
chilli^ almost an infant, was aaid "lo luke stilk/* and 
osly would not eat. The captain flogged it with a 
" cat/' swearing he would make it eat or kill it. 
From lhi» aud other ill IreatmeDt the child's le^s 
swelled. He — the execrable cause of its agonies, 
the tyrant l^then ordered some water to be made 
hot to abate the swelling. But bis temler mercies 
were cruelly j for when the cook, having pat his 
hand into the water, said ii was too hot, the mffian 
swore at him, and ordered the feet to he put in. It 
was done* and the nails and skin came oS". Oiled 
clothos were then put round thenij and the child was 
tied to a beavy log. Two or three days afterward 
the vapiain caught it up again, and repealing he 
would make it eat or kill it, he immediately (logged 
it, and in a (piarter of an hour it died. 

And was there no parent to sympathise with its 
sorrows, and weep for its woes ? Was there no 
mother who would have compassion on the son of 
her womb? Yes, she stood by appalled, paralyzed, 
and weeping in agony* Oh ! conld she not plead 
for her bleeding offspring ? — No, she dared not 
Could she not hide her face of anguish P — No, it. 
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was the wretched mother irliom (he barbariati 
selected to throiT it overboard. In vain she slatted 
from the mangled remainst or from performing ibt; 
\&%t sad oflice. He b«at ber till ^he took up the 
child and carried it to the side of ibe vessel. SLe 
sought, in parentcd emodon, to drop the tearof self- 
ish sadness over her oilspriiigj while yet she rejoiced 
intisran&DiTi^ aud to take farewell of tbe lacerated 
corpse with fond affection's kiss; but she was re- 
called to iier task hy tlie whip, and directed to dirow 
it over board. She then dropped it iato tlie sea, 
turning ber head the other waj, ibat she might 
not see it. 

Karphij saw thia monstrous brutality, this foul 
imruolation of nature; and many years afEerwarda 
could recall and exhibit tlie horrid scenes. But 
there was another witness f who better ihan he 
could take vengeance and repay the demwnda of 
justice. Oh ! what a red catalogue witl there be pre- 
sented, when God Bhall make Inquisition for the 
blood of injured Africa, of ibe traders in human 
ilesh. 

Among the captives there was no inequality as 
to external ^vrelchedTiess ; aJI were partakers of the 
dungeon-hold, the clanking of chainSt the coarse 
food, and the forced dance. All, loo, shared 
equally in the dangers of disease, cruelty, filth, 
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and opression. But some of the sufTerers liad 
afjjgravaiions anBiTig from their primitive con- 
dition and rank held in their own country, mow 
far away. One of them had been a person of 
consetjuence — a man once high in military station, 
and with a mind not insensible to the eminence 
of hia rank. He had heen taken captive and sold» 
and was confined promiscuously with the rest, in 
ihe hoH, Happ4?ning in the night to fall asleep, 
he dreamed iliat lie was in his own country, hi*;li 
in honour and in cnuimand — caressed hy his fani- 
Uy and friends — waited on by liia domestics, and 
surrounded with all his former comforts in life. 

"Wliile through the landRcape of his ilreama 

The luricl]y Niger flowed; 
Bene? All] 1b6 paltD-treesoti tli*? plain 

OncQ more a king he stmde ; 
Antl heard tbe tinkling camvoiiR 

Descend the mi^untaiti raad. 

He saw once mnre his dark eyed quiHiOt 

Atnting her chiliiren stand, 
They clasped his neck, they kSsaeJ his cht^k, 

They held hitn by the hand — 

And them at flirloua Hpeed he rode, 

Aica^ fhe Niger's bank, 
His hrtdle-reigns T^ere golden chahis, 

And with n maitinl rlonh. 
At ea^h leap he t^oald feel hia ftcarbhurd of Jiteel 

Smiting his staUiona flunk, *' 
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But waking suddenly^ and finding where lie was, 
lie was heard to burst into tlie loudest groans and 
lamentations aa the mtserahle contrast of his 
prewnt stale;— mixed with the meanest of hi* 
subj^ts, and exposed to the insolence of wretches 
a thousand times lower than himself or his serv- 
ants in every kind of endowment* 

His soul loathed life on such teTms, and despised 
the rod of his opjjrcssors; he brooded on ihoughta 
of revenge, if he could not accomplish his deliver* 
aiice- He looked around, and found some of his 
father's followers, atid succeeded in conveying to 
them his desire? and his plans. They thirsted for 
tlie destruction of the spoiler, and engaged in the 
plot with zeal and affection. Their chief became 
their leader in the stratagem to he adopted. 

The vessel sailed smoothly; the watch Lad sunk 
into incautious dumber, and the hour seemed 
come when retaliation and remorseless ehastise- 
raent should he inflicted on the traders. One of 
the slightest and most active had succeeded in re- 
moving hia own irons, and went among the other 
captives to aid them in removing their fettiTs* 
Every disenthralled bondsman lent his help^succes- 
aively, as he could to his neighbour, till more than 
a hundred were free. The destruction of the 
wretched crew now seemed to Lasten with a fear- 
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ful ra;>idiLy ; no officious traitor wuuld reveal the 
conspiracy ; none cherished any deliberate fear of 
Jealh ; ihe torments only — wbicli the Ira ders knew 
so well how to inflict — appalled them. Their 
numbers were overwhelming, their resolution was 
firm ; partiid success inspired dieir courage, and 
hrtpe anew hegan to gleam upon thi.'ir dark couu- 
tenancDs and sorrowrul hearts; it only remained 
that they should furnish themselves with iustru- 
ments of death foi* their iDrmentors. Tht-y knew 
not how to procure more than the holts and riagH 
of their own bondage, unless hy attacking and over- 
coming the watch upon deck. The African chief 
ckinied the privilege of being the first to burst 
open the hatches, and rush upou the slumbering 
beiitinels. Weak and emaciated as their confine* 
ment and oppre&^siou — their sonow and abslcnii- 
ousucsii bad rendered the prisoners, they yet pressed 
forward Aviili daring FiolencCt and overturned the 
u$Uftl gratings, which were employed as securities 
for their conJitiemenl, In a moment twenty 
negroes rushed upon the startled and awakened 
wattih. 

At fust ih\£ seamen were alarmed and dbmaycd; 
but th^y had been too long inured to the horrid traf- 
tie, and had too often vanquished the feeble African 
lo be overwhelmed at once. The man at the helm 
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had shouted akrm; the noise of iLe falling batchejj 
had increased die waming ; ihtj armed Iraders 
started to tbeir feot^ and sallied forth from their 
{^ablns j their arms were at hand and familiar to 
them, The chief closed with him who held the 
cammaad ; but iha mere fotce of numbers was 
soon compelled to yield to the power of armed skilly 
and though two or thi^ee of the most nclive wrested 
from some of the inarineTS their arms, and fought 
with desperation j tJie leader waa soon overpowered 
and cast down, his coadjatora driven back and dis- 
piritedj the sailors rallied^ and the poor slaves 
would soon have paid the forfeit of their lives — the 
price of their tetnerityj hut for the avaxice of their 
tyrants, who fought not only to save themselves from 
death but also as many o( the slaves Us ihuy could. 
Every ht^ad had its valuattoiif and the profits of the 
voyage wowldproportionallydecrcttsehy every death. 
In an emeigency the first impulse of nature is to 
seek life and escape deaili ; some of the negroes 
betook themselves to the rigging, and hung npon 
the shrouds^ bewailioji; with Mghtful noises U^eir 
horrid fate, and professing repentance for ihefr 
raahnesa. Some of them yielded, some were killed 
in the scntfle^ but many of tbi'm jumped into Hia 
sea and were drowned, preferring dtath to th« 
misery they had experienced oa boaid ; one hide- 
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oiiii scene of wretchedness was preaeated on the 
deck above and in ihe Ijold below. 

The demon passions of the crew, exasperated by 
ibelr recent perils, the wounds which had been 
indicted, and the loss of ihcir companions who 
had been killed, led to the stimmftry punishment 
of ten oF ihe negi'oea, chosen indiscriraiuately to 
oe examples. It was a known prejudice among 
the captives, that if (hey were beheaded ihey could 
not return Ui juin in the cirtli! of their frienda 
around the bantang tree. This was the fate decreed 
for the miserable insurgents, and they suffered it in 
the presence of most oi their follow captives, whu 
were ranged in order along the deck, groaning under 
double irons, and weeping bitterly for the suffer- 
ings of their brethren ; while those who were 
agaiD subdued iato obedience, and for whom the 
bitter contents of a full cup were wrung outji 
drooped in melancholy and despair — became & 
prey to disease, and were the ready victims to 
dtarrhcea and death. More than a hundred of the 
wretched cargo bad now been consigned to the 
watery grave ; while many only seemed to linger, 
waiting for tht transition which they regarded as 
a boon most highly to be prined. 

Karpha was yet too weak to have taken any 
part iu the revolt, and he escaped many of the 
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consequences from which lus companiotis so 
grievously suffered ; even in the hardeiied boaoms 
of the traders there were Boine relenUngs toward 
him. His peaceable, submissive deportment wbich 
had followed his sufferings acd transient melan-^ 
choly, and tlie secret conviction that he had 
endured unnecessary hardship, gradually secured 
lo him ihat measure of sympathy wbich was com- 
patible with the influence of the barbarous tratBc 
upon the i^ature of man. 

They began Co eni|jloy him in personal services, 
and his docility and ir&ctableuess prricuied ibr htm 
some degree of confidence. His chains were 
lightened, and be was employed in more active 
service; he was gradually engaged in the working 
of (he skip. Hitherto the voyage bad been slow, 
but they were now within ten or twelve days sail 
of the Uland ibr which the vessel was freightedt 
when a sail hove iu sij^ht, and the seamen hailed 
it as a pleasant opportunity of breaking the 
tedium of their passage* They steered for her 
course ; both were lying upon the same lack, hut 
the atrange vessel seemed to be ftdling back upon 
them; gradually they floateii nearer to each other, 
and eventually they approached so close together 
that they might have interchanged enquiries, and 
learned the circumalauces of the several vessels 
from each deck. 
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The sailors with whom Karpta was a captive, 
vera mure &ee to riail tbau lliase m ibe oilier 
sbip* Tbey lowered iLeir boat; the chief officer 
with two of the men^ accompanied by Karpba, 
deacetided and roived toward the vessel^now dis- 
co^'ered to be ihe Rodeur which had been al 
Benin while they were aapplyiug iheir cargo 
of vicliins. 

Here a scone of wret<:hettiiesfl and unparalleled 
misery was exbibitedj which only those accus- 
tomed to the horrors of the mid^ile passage cotild 
look upon with composare. Escepimg only one 
of the sailors, the whole crew — even ibe captain 
and the surgeon, were afleeied by opibalmia, and 
ihcy were alarmed with the apprehension that, 
should he he stricken with the disease, they could 
no longer hope ever to reach the shore. The 
sailors of the Rodeuv had witnessed the fearful situ- 
ation of anolhef crew^ every one of whoM had lost 
hi» eyes from a similar cause, in the same vile and 
iniqutious traffic: they hud been obliged to abandon 
thedirection of their course, and^ though with pitiful 
emotion they bad presented their sightless eye balls, 
had appealed in vain to the traders' cupidity^ by 
pointing to the captive and manacled slaves. The 
mariners of the passing ship could neither spare any 
one to their assistance or make room for them on 
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hoard their own vessel. Their conalernation was 
aggi-avated when every raomeni ihcy heard the 
murmers atid nioiions of iLusi^ ill used and uu- 
avenged viciims, the negroea, whose loadofclmina 
and sickness, was scarcely sufficient to repress their 
fury, and withhold ihem from taking advantage of 
their numbers to rise and destroy their oppressors, 
Al the mercy of the wmd and the waves ibia 
vesselj a Spanish slave shtp, drifted gnward ; not a 
fiailor or a. slave on board able lo see or g^ve direc- 
tions to his neighbour. The coniagion had visiled 
all alilte, and brooded in 1(9 dark shadows, on the 
sightless eyeballs of the miserable and doonu'd 
crowds languishing in this fearful chaos; till It 
lauucLed all, the tradc^r aa well as his eapitve, in 
eternal night. The vcssal weat down with all its 
cargo into ihe depths. How many such dark 
trophies of destrnction do the "deep unfathoraed 
eavea of ocean bear ?"* ' 

" B eyond the iUl o f dE^ws, 

Di^ejier than plummet lies, 
Float ships with all their crews. 

No more to fiint or rise. 

•This K]iii>, a. Spanish sluve trader, the Lt'ou, with her 
crew atid her puorncgrocBf never since heard ofi peri&bed 
on home rock of the Oneatij or foundered at seft; Ihe^ 
were one only of thoi^ci tliousand hecntDinba i^Our^d upon 
ibti aXtM uf i^Tuel udiJi quBnchksa anirtcUi 
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There tho hlsxk Ekv? ship »wims, 

Freighted with human forms; 
"Whoee fettered deshlesa l!mbs 

Are aot tine apoitoi'stonnji. 
Thesa Bxe the bgoea of d&Tea, 

The^ gleiAm from the abyaa. 
They cry from yawning wnves 

' Wa are the witnesBes' ''.. 

The Rodeur's ci«w consisted of twenty-two mew, 
her slaves amounted to 960 negroes. The6r&tfort- 
nigli t of lb e voyage bad proriised prosperity andsuc- 
ces3 ; biit they had scarcely reached tho line when, 
under the fire of its vertical rays, a frightful mal- 
ady broke out. Its first indication consisted 
in a redness of the eye among the negroes, which 
was asmbed to the want of air in the hold and 
narrow space between the deck^^ into which they 
had Slowed as many as they could capture, kid- 
nap, or purchase. To those might hti added the 
miserable supply of water allowed them; half a wine 
glass per day> Now, when the symptoms were 
discovered, for the first time were they allowed 
upon the deck to breathe the pure air ; and 
to (his privilege were they brought in succession 
only. But many of the poor Africans were so 
aJTecled with Noslalgiej a mighty desire of retur- 
ing tu their native country, that they no sooner 
found they were at liberty than they threw them- 
selves into ihc sea, chained together and locked in 
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each others arms, in ihe vain Lope of being thus 

Bwitlly Iransporti.-d to tlieir Lom^a. 

Tbe poor deluded creatures could hardly be 
i^harged wiih suicid al guilt by one who had conlemp- 
laled tbe siluation betireeii decks, to which they 
inusi 3oon return. There scalding persjiiration 
bad rolled off one upon another and the mosiflen- 
siliyely delicaie had been covered with his neigh- 
hours filth. Women had brought forth children 
in the midst of men, dying by their side. The 
i^trongest were tormented with intolerable and 
quenchlesa thirst ; nud ^ic bodies of those who 
had died of raging madness were seen yet chained* 
ihough putrid, to the living hut feeble and fruiting 
mourners. Such were the dreary and appaJling 
realities which again awaited tliem, and tlierefore 
band in hand they sprung in c<iuplea into the 
placid sea. 

The captain ordered some of ihem who were 
stopped in the attempt to be shot or hanged within 
sight of their companions; bat this tarrlble 
example was not enough to deter them from the 
vain illusion, and once more they were coD^ned 
entirely to the hold* 

The distemper had now increased in virulence, 
and spread iri*esislibly among all the Africans, A 
!fai1or who slept near the hatch aa a guard upon the 
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alaves first caugUt Lhe disease; in a Tew days after- 
ward the caiHain and all the crew were infected ; 
tile resources of medicine were tried in vain ; the 
safferings of the people, and the number of the 
confirmed "blind were daily increasing. Yet aav- 
age cakulations oliarat^terized tho traders Tneaaures, 
ihirly-six of the negroes becoming qniLe blind 
were ibTovn into the sea, and drowned^ to save 
the expense of their support» and j^ct to found a 
claim upon the underwriters* 

Such were the details passing between the vic- 
tims and the managers of^the voyaj^e. Same of 
the poor slaves were now upon deck, thirty-nine 
of them totally hlind, and fourteen blind of an 
eye. Sorrow, the most abject, and desolation 
and solitary grief sat upon the countenances of 
those whose sightless eye balls had tnken away 
from their masters all hope of their gains, and 
whose very miseries became a plea to the inhuman 
traffickers wherefore they should not spend their 
prnviaions upon them. I'hey poured out their 
souh in plaintive accents and mournful tones, 
more melancholy than the dirge of death, — more 
piercing than the lamentntions of bereavement 
and separation. Among the sweetly sad and sim- 
ple wailings of the captives, Karpha's enr distin- 
guished a voice, and an invocation which came 




over his feeling with an attraction and a sympailiy 
irresistible. They burst open all the chaunula of 
his heart, atid broke up ihc fountains o( bis soul, 
which bad long since seemed closed and dried up ; 
the lorreut became impetuous, and the rush of 
sensibility and affection swept every barrier away ; 
he, biroself, waa burried onward in iLe fury and 
tempest of the souL But for his proximity to the 
vessel, he would doubtless have cberislied tbe 
sooibing imagination which Im had so oitea 

^H 

■ "Slow o'er the smootb ocean she glides, ^^^| 

Aa the nuat that hauga lij^ht ^d tho wstb,, ^^^H 

And fondlj h&T lor&r &\w clndca, ^^^| 

Xhp.t lingen so long from the gt&v^" ^^^H 

He ooutd resist no longer tbe impulse of feeling, 
but with one vigorous spring be leaped from tbe 
boat to the deck ; guided by his ear which diAtin- 
guisbed tbe voice of Adah, ho hastened to s«ek 
aniong the captives his long lost love. His eye 
just fixed upon her bent and emaciated form^ she 
thought it was a vision and gazed a^ be approuehed 
her upon the unearthly phantasm, she bad not 
leisure to realize tbe truth of the scene ; nor bad 
he yet clasped her in his arms till again they were 
both recalh'd from their dream of pleasure, and 
moment of bliss^ by the viokntiuterposiLion of the 
officer who had brought Kar]>lm to the ship. 



He wafi ^'hipped back and bound to his boat till 
they should reluru j to tliia however the tradfrs re- 
sorted more from policy than oppression, since 
they knew not the tumult which agititted his 
boaoiu, or the deo}> current of fond aJTuction wLich 
had broken forth in his inmost breast, and had 
beard only the narrative of the destruction and 
painful epidemic which here prevailed* Conta- 
gion or diseuse would have proved weak harriers 
to the torrent of Karpha^s overdowini:^ affection; 
but a^in werG all the powers and passions of his 
untutored yet afiectionate heart controled, by the 
terriblB destiny which seemed to bind him to life 
and misery, bringing within his vieWj but wresting 
from his graspj the only object for which life now 
could prove tolerable* Thia incident however cast 
a mingled ray of hope upon his futurity. Still 
bis Adah livedo and though she, having failed to re- 
cognise his rapid approacbea, had only gaaied upon 
his form withastoniabmenlj as on a Meeting shadow, 
there appeared an absorbing influence in what had 
pELSsed, which for a moment seemed to abstract her 
attentionj even from her own woes ^ and bow did 
he know but yet, even in their captivity, their 
sorrows might be mingled and alternated by 
muiual sympathy^ and the hallowed affections 
which had so long been cherished. 
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Karpba was carried back wLen his maater re- 
turned to tlieir own ship, he cDndnued to gaze 
upon their lemporaiy companion, and waicb her 
progress upon the waves. They sailed in com- 
pany for some days, and he was afforded the cuta- 
paradre gratification of looking out upon the vessel 
which now contaiBed hia dearest link to life with 
all its miaeries. Many a lingering glance he cast 
upon the Rodeur, now fading to a scarcely visible 
speck in the distant horizou^ till his own ves&el so 
fftr ouc-'sailed her n» to leare her unseen. 

Hiey now a]}praachtid to Jamaica, and from the 
mast head land was discovered to the windward. 
It might here have heen expected that the sorrows 
of their perilous voyage bad cloi»ed, and that the 
anxious uncertainty which rested upon tbeir fate 
woold speedily be removed^ and that the poor 
Slavics were coming nut to be food for their des- 
troyers ; that at least Uieir distruction would be 
completed by more protracted means. 

The f^ing heart will be ready to suggest, have 
we not already had sorrows harrowing enough ? 
Will this tale of unrelenting afflictioti never cease ? 
Fidelity demands yet a further narration ; — the 
master^ either through ignorance or from a selfish 
and most diabolical intention, rati the ship to t!ie 
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leemrd. He pleaded aAefwds thai be haA 
posed Uie Und which vas seen w«s tlispsoiols^ 
Muiy of hb slac^es were »ck aad disabled — not 
loarketahk at least ; nor was it to be woodered at, 
confiding their coufioemeBt; death waa 1« 
ing their numbers daily. The profit of the toji 
WU9 dimmuhed to the owners, so was the per cen- 
lage to the captain. 

Deep fta the Main is it must be recorded that 
the offices for Lnsurance in a so caU4.*d chrisiiAn laad^ 
admitted policies for tLis trade aud secured tLe owtl- 
ers against losses by storm, aod from a tedious 
voyage; though not against other risks. The 
sickness and niQrIaljty Lad preceeded any diminu- 
tion of allowance of water ; and yet before any soul 
had been put upon short allowance the master of 
the ship called together the oQicers, and told them 
that if the slaves died a natural death, it w^ould be 
the loss of the owners of the ship; but if they 
were thrown alive into the seaj it would he the loss 
of the underwriters. "And mureo^er" urged this 
humane trader, "it will not be su cruel to throw 
the poor sick wretches into the sea^ as to suifer 
them to linger oat a few days under the disorders 
with which they are now affected/ The chief 
oi&cer whose feelings were not yet so callous re- 
plied "thai there was no present want of water to 
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justi^ sucti a TOeaiinre '," the coraniander however 
prevailed, the test of Lis officers litid their ctew 
listened to the proposal ; one hundred and thirty 
four slaves were pulled aut who were sick, axid 
thought not likely to live. 

Fifty four were thrown over board alive, their 
hands and feev hound together, tlie first day, and 
forty two the second day, in the same manner ; 
and two days afiarwards twenty aix more unhappy 
victims. That all might he implicuied Lbey even 
were ordered to do it hy mrns, and tlicy readily 
obeyed i it was dijne in lUe presence of the other 
slaves ten of whom^ feitergd alsoj jumped over after 
their cotnpanioTis. The chief officer hatl hecoma 
attached lo Karpha which probably Kaved bis life, 
but he saw the facts which we have now recited j 
he saw that the water wa* not yet done, for he 
helped to serve it out; he saw likewise ihat six casks 
uf water had been cauj^bt from a plentiful shower 
which fell duriue; the perpetration of these hoirid 
murders. lie naw, likewise land so near that they 
could have sent in for water without risk^ or 
unnecessary delay, which they neglected to do. 
Oh what a picture was this to the African savage, 
of civilized— of nominally chmtiani^ed man 1 'J'he 
slave drivers and slave traders retort that it h not 
proper to admit ihe evidence of the slave againsi 
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his oppressor, but we are fDrnished with an answer 
which even the master will not contradict.* 

The voyagers now approached the termination 
of their passage, and the close of their eventful 
horrors which we have but faintly described. Too 
surely had the fond enthusiast predicted the retri- 
bution — 

" Of mad ambition and remorseless pride, 
That make weak man the marderea* of man." 

In vain had he sought to cheer his fellow suff- 
erers, by dreams of enchanting scenes : — 

** One little moment and we shall arrive 
At those blessed Islands, where, from guilt refined 
By sharp affliction, we no more shall feel 
Death's torpid grasp, and agontsing pang! 
There, with our lored forefiidiers, shall we rore 
Through palmy shades ; in limpid fountains bathe, 
Repose in jasmin bowers at sultry noon ; 
And, when cool evening tempers soft the air, 
Unenvied gather from his nnpntned bough 
The fragrant guoyva." 

* A passenger and the chief mate gave the evidence now 
repeated, the lacts came out, not upon the trial of the master 
for murder, bat upon a civil salt institated 1^ the owners, for 
the purpose of recovering from the underwriters the value of 
slaves thus cruelly murdered. The owners gained their 
cause ; and the perpetrators , in this horrible examination 
were not even questioned, criminally, upon their conduct. 
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LD the vessel, in wbicb Karpba was conveyed, 
coasted the island of Jamaica hora its eastern to its 
western e3£tremity, and turned again along xbe 
soiith&rn shores, as it h&d sailed on ibe nonhcrn, 
the length of the voyage would not have been 
greater than it was rendered by the cruel cupidity 
of the captain. But a nearer approach vould 
have exhibited to the eye of the observant mar* 
incr the beautiful and stupendous scenery of the 
• Negro's future dwelling place. Jamaica, like most 
other of ibe fertile islands of the westj bos been 
debaaed from its natural ta?eUness by the horrur^ 
of slavery. The early history of these sunny 
isles, as ibe happy homes of the Cbarribees, is 
veiled in fiction, or rendered odious by the aan- 
guinory oppressions of their European discoverers. 
The annihilutioti of their abtiriginal iubabitants 
was» however, a small crime compared to lb*' 
gigantic olTenees committed in upholding negro 
slavery. The turpitude and tui&ery are man's 
doiDg^ "but the goodness and beauty are iht fooV- 
H 
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Steps of the Creator's patb in his wonderful works. 
When Columbus first visited Jamaica, he ap- 
proached it on the northern side; the prospect of 
which delighted him by its novelty, variety, and 
beauty. The hills, rising at a small distance from 
the shore, separated from each other by spacious 
vales and romantic undulations, are not so char- 
acterised by boldness as by picturesque scenery 3 
they are seldom craggy ; the change from hill to 
dale is hardly ever precipitous, or even abrupt. 
The hill tops, swelling into rounded eminences 
rather than towering into peaked summits, are 
variously garnished and adorned by spontaneous 
groves of pimento, and carpeted by turf of the 
richest verdure ; which present, in a thousand 
openings, a pleasing conti*ast with the deeper tints 9 
of the pimentos. Smooth and even as the finest 
F^nglish lawn, the close turf supplies a surface 
over which the pimento spreads itself in extensive 
groves or clustering groups, from the crown to the 
declivity of the sloping hills. Every valley, too, 
has its rivulet, and every hill its cascade — water- 
falls glitter in the sunbeam, and add fertility and 
grandeur to the scene, fiowing down and mingling 
with the ocean wave. While to the farther back- 
i;round, toward the inland region, the blue mount- 
ains shade the picture ; and, by their boundless 
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&mphitbeacre of wood, a^brd a iVInge of riche^i 
drapery. 

The landscape on the soutbera side of the island 
exbiljiLs features of grandeur and sublimilj iu the 
nearer approach of the stupendous wad soaring 
ridges of iLe bhe mountainH. Here arc the ab- 
rupt precipicu and inacces&ible cliff, Ti^bicL, at fii'bl 
eoeiu the unly occupants of ibe magnificent and 
desolate scene; tbe up-beavinga of some dreadful 
coavulfilmL wblcli bad tbreatened nature wiLh ruin. 
Nearer inspection will discover spots now tbe 
babitaiion of life and iuduatry ; and u waving line 
of lower xaountains^ covered with woods of bjujee- 
lic ^owth, enclose Lbe fertile Savaunas, 1 iiese 
are plains of wide extent, clotbed wilb cane plan- 
tations, displaying extensively, in all the pride of 
cultivatiun, ihe verdure of spring blended with the 
fulness of autumn ; their widening expanse only 
bounded by the swcUiDg ocean. 

On this coasl are many bays and harbours, now 
visited by innumerable vessels, and rendered the 
entrepots of commerce, in tbc entercbau^e of the 
manufactures of the old world for the productions 
of new and western lands. The ireos and shrubs 
that adoni the face of the country^ are rcmurlfablc 
for the depth of tbeir shadows and Lbe richness 
of their tints. The palm, the cocoa nur, thf 
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njoiintain cabhage. the wild lemon, andlLetn*- 
hogany and other trees of vivid dyes and beaiiti* 
ful growth ; the waving plumes of the bamboo- 
cane; tbe isingular appearance of the Jerusalem 
tboTn ; the rich and exuberatit Oleander and Afri- 
can rose f the scarlet cordiumj with its glowing 
red ; and the verdant bowers of the jessamine and 
grenadilla vines, give a Inxury to itie scene which 
ihe pencil or the pen cannot reflect, and spread u 
natural embroidery which only the tropica can 
supply. Fity that sach a land should have been 
blightfid with the curse of sfaveryj and doomed a» 
the dungeon for bd many exiled sons of bereaved 
and desolated Africa, 

Karpha wa& landed at St« Jago de la Vega, or 
Spanish Toivn. Though he knew it not, they had 
entEred the finest haven for ships in the western 
world, and passed on the right hand, as the vener- 
able guardian of the harbour. Port Royal : a town 
often visited by the judgmenla of heaven, and re- 
peatedly destroyed by carlh-quake or consumed 
by conflagration. Kingstown, a place of trade and 
wealth, with many magnificent houses and 
marls of luxury, stood upon the northern shore. 
When Karpha iirsC saw ita distant terraces 
and sloping gardens, it contained as larg& a 
])opu1at)on as then inhabited Manchester and SaW 
ford j of whom were whites^ seven thousand; free 
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l^ople of colour, Lhree or four thousand ; and 

eighteen or twenty thousand slaves : whilst the 
climate was alleged to be even more salubrious 
than that of Lancasbiie, and ihts mortality less la 
proportion. Spanish Town is situated on ihe 
hanks of the river Cabre, sis miles from (he sea, 
and was then the capital of the i&luud ; adorned 
with palaces, halts of justice^ courts of law^ and a 
aenaLe house, for the assemhly of legislature. 
Civilisation and freedom, law and religion, order 
and govcrnmentj all lent thcii- sanctions and in- 
fluence to the system under which tht African was 
enthralled, and the unoffending negro was chained 
to misery and unrequited toil. The antique style 
and somhre magnificence of Spanish architecture, 
displayed in the public edihees, contrasted well 
with the mountains which, as a btick ground, ap- 
proached close tq the town, on the north and north 
west; and looked down upon the extended andwide 
spreading plain, whiuh stretched far to the south, 
south east, and west. But their gloomy grandeur 
cast a dark and long shadow on the prospects of 
the captive and exiled slave, whose sea beaten 
priBon-sbip now lay moored along the hanks of the 
Cobre. 

The arrival of a Guinea ship in the island, was 
pLOtified by public advertisement, specifyiug thi 
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number of negroes, whence imported and the day 
of sale. And when Karpha arrived the practice 
was to open the sale on ship-hoard ; the males 
being exposed in one part of the vessel, and the 
females in another ; and, as every one was ad- 
mitted on hoard, crowds rushed forward from 
curiosity or avarice, so as to render the sale a dis- 
graceful scramble, and terrify the poor ignorant 
Africans with a notion that they were indeed 
seized by a herd of canibals. The conjecture 
might now indeed be cherished, — the hour of 
their dreaded repast had come, when as victims 
they would be devoured. But many of the pur- 
chasers were only practising the trade of brokers 
in human flesh, and wished to secure the slave, 
that, at a more convenient hour, they might real- 
ise a larger profit Thus was Karpha bought and 
transported to the shore, no one asking had he a 
father, a sister, a wife, or a brother on board ; and 
only in his own bosom — in his heart of hearts — 
did the sweet and mournful inquiry shelter and 
pursue its anxious solicitations — " whither had the 
man stealer carried his beloved and betrothed 
Adah ?" The arrival of the Rodeur in the Cobre 
soon after, supplied an opportunity for his auc- 
tions and solicitudes to be attached to the land of 
his bondage. 
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In ft few days lie human cargo of the Rodeur 
was transported to ihe shamblesj at Spanish Totto, 
The place of exposure and sale was a large empty 
buildiug, like an open bam ; and here slaves af 
almost every tribe and hue, of every age and de* 
scription, from all regions of central Africa, were 
huddled together. Here Adah and Karpha once 
mora were trough t into converse ; and how shall 
we attempt to describe their first emotiocs and ex- 
pressions of mingled joy and sorrow ? It is 
Impossible for IVee-bomj civilized, and educated 
per^onE to realize their exultation^ while yet m^Tt- 
aded as slaves, and herded with strangers, and 
watched by the vigilance of avaricious keepers. 
But the day of sale came, which again threatened 
their ultimate reparation. 

The crowd assembled was great as at a show fair, 
and amidst ihc throngitjg spectatoi'S were many 
females^ as well white as of colour, decked in tin- 
sel finery; who had come to the auction to buy 
slaves for iheraselvea, their masters, or theirXcf^er*, 
Infants were brought in the arms of nurses to 
|)oint with their fingers to some object of cbildi&h 
fancy^ who should be seleckd as the sable drudge 
to attend the UttU self: ignorant slave holders 
had great confidence in the hicfcy fortune atsiick 
loUery pri^e. The purchasers in general minutely 
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inspected the poi>r Dated negroeiij li an died tbem, 
made tbcm jump^ and stamp wHb their feetj and 
throw out Lhcii' anna and legs ; turned ihem about; 
looked into tbeir mouths; and, according to llie 
o»ual rules of cattle iraOio^ examined them while 
exbibiiing themfielv^a in every variety of posture^ 
to prove they were sound and bealiby* Tbe coai^ 
airs and indecent Tulgarity of some demonslraied 
the debasing influence and moral depravity, which 
19 the effect of ibe aystem. lis action upon minds, 
bruulised by voluptuous passion, is especially dis- 
gusting and horrid. Karpha sufiered from one 
thus degraded, a* others bad often done. 

A cegresfl, who bad probably been thus herself 
exposed in other daySj accompanied by a mulatto 
associate, thus familiarly in&pected the poor Afric&a 
girlSj Adah among tbe rest ; and attracted all eyes 
to what would have been their shame in any re- 
gion but that of slavery. Each of these women 
had wheedled their paramours to grant tbe privi- 
lege of choosing a slave, to be tbe immediate at- 
tendant of her pampered and vitiated person ; and 
in making ihetr selection they used as little deli- 
cacy in touching, turning about, and trying their 
fellow blacks as a butcbt^r ^ould, In e?camimng 
sheep ox black cattle, in an open markeL Com* 
mon decency wa& so outraged by their unblushing 
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aind gross procedure, that, at the peril of bift life 

when ihey attempted it upon Karpha, he not only 
resisted tbelr maltreatmeDt, but returned violence 
for their rudeness. Here all ihe social ties of our 
nature were broken down and bartered for gold. 
It happened tbat the agent 'who conducted the sale 
hadsLiU left suuie humatie sentiment and generous 
feeling; and though to do big work be had found 
it necessary to Eninistcr an opiate to his own mind 
—he contrived to shelter from revenge the oflend- 
ing Karpba. 

The purchasers generally selected only iuch aa 
their judgment led them to preferj regardless of the 
boDds of nature and aficction. Cupidity and the 
lust for gain disregarded the chains of the heart 
more precious ihan gold, and sordid interest burst 
asunder every tie of nature. Th& urgent appeals 
of friendship and attachment were unheeded ; sighs 
and teara made only transitory impression^ and alt 
the imploring looks and piercing expressions of 
grief were unavalin^. The husband was taken 
from the wife» children separated from iheir par- 
eatg, and the lover from her on whom his aflectioa 
iras centered : the companion was bought away 
from his friend, and the brother refused the society 
of a solitary sister. In one part of the building 
vaB Been a wife clinging to her husband, and vain- 
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ly beseeching, in the eloquence of nature, not to 
be left behind him. Here was a sister hanging 
on the neck of her brother, and with tears entreat- 
ing to be led to the same home of captivity. There 
stood two brothers, infolded in each other's arms^ 
mutually bewailing their threatened separation. In 
other parts were friends, relations, and companions, 
praying to be sold to the same master; using signs 
to intimate that they would be content even in 
slavery, might they but toil together. Silent tears, 
deep sigbs, and heavy lamentations bespoke the 
universal suffering of these poor blacks. Never 
was scene more distressing. Scarcely was there 
an unclouded countenance. Every feature was 
veiled in the silent gloom of woe ; and sorrowing 
nature poured forth all the bitterness of affliction. 
One exception served indeed to relieve the scene. 
K family was grouped in the motley throng ; con- 
sisting of a mother, three daughters, and a son. 
The days of the mother's youth were past, yet she 
was a well looking woman — the children appeared 
to rise from fourteen to twenty years of age. Like 
their mother and still more resembling each other, 
they were all of distinguished face and figure ; and 
were reckoned the haudsomest negroes at ihe sale. 
Their distress, lest they should be separated and 
sold to different masters, was depicted in the solici- 
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tude of their countenances and expressed by lively 
and iojpressive appeals ; so tljal even ft West 
Indian company were induced to commiserate their 
suflerings, and by universal consent tliey were re- 
moved together fipm the three great loU, and placed 
in a separate comer hy themselves; that tbey might 
be all sold to the same muster. When any one 
approached the isolated group the fears of th»<ftf- 
iressed Mother and the apprehension of tlie trem- 
bling children, exceeded any portrailure of imagin- 
ftdou. Bven the casual look of a seeming pur- 
chaser awahened the brolcon sobs of llie children, 
aud made them crouch yet nearer to each other; 
their emotions inslanlly impelled tlie fearful 
mother; vvhi>, prostrating bersdf on the earth before 
the spectator and Isistiiiig hia feet, in agony, im- 
portuned his clemency ; and t!ien alternately cling- 
ing to his legs, or pressing ber children to her 
ha&ODi bhe fitted herself upon her knees, clasped 
her hands together, and in an anguish, ca&t np a 
look of humble peiiiion whifh might have pen- 
etrated a heart of adatnant. In nature s truest 
language this afflicted parent urged the strongest 
appeal to his compassion ; whilst she inlreatt;d the 
purchaser, in dealing out to her the hard lot of 
slavery to spare her the additional pang of being 
torn from her children ; to forbear exposing ber 
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to the accamulat^d agoules wliich would result 
frotu forcing them asunder, whom ilie mercirul 
laws of an unktiown Creator liud bouud logeiher 
hy the most sacred ties, 

Karplia and Adah s lime of trial bad now come 
near. Tbe seventy uf bis suiFeiiugs on board had 
reduced his youlbful strength ; and tbe wounds 
upoff hh back escited the suspicion of purchasers 
that be might be a sulky and rebellious slave. 
Other negroeii had been purchased while he weui 
left. When purchased ihe slaves were marlced, 
by binding a hit of red or white- tape round their 
arms or necks* One had bought a considemble 
numher and thus dis^tingitii^bed those whom he 
selected. Presently Karpho saw him approach 
Adah> make his examination of her frame* and 
affix his mark to her arm. This wtis a moment of 
ftgitnting end eager solicitude for Karpba. He 
saw hi& betrothed now bought and labeled us the 
properly of another, of a stranger, of a white man, 
whose passions, eaprleea or character he knew not, 
and could not at ihis junciure ascertain. Another 
moment and they might he parted for ever* Had 
he been free he might have chosen slavery ralher 
than loose his first and only love. Chains and 
the lash he might prefer, even to freedom, under 
the impulse of present emotion; but alas! he was 
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iJrcady a akve, and knew not who would purchase 
him* While lie luigbt fear to discover the affec- 
tion which fervidly hiirned in his cajaive bosom; 
ihe purchaser of Adah yet lingered and seemed noi 
indisposed In buy another slave. He mqved round 
and came near to Karpha. The poor glare looked 
p to the planter with an eye that indicated intel* 
UgencB and expressed a natural temper, soft and 
benignant, and which even ventured to insinuate, 
*' will you not have me too ?" The generous Afri- 
can then leaped to his feet; jumped and danced, 
threw himself into every attitude which might prove 
his strength, elasticity and energy. N^ver did 
lover court a mistress with mure solicitude, tfaftn 
did the negro of Abookie's vale, seek to woo the 

P chains of Adah's purchaser. He stamped with 
|ii» feet and mokde every other sign to prove that 
he was strong, sound in his limhs and able to bear 
burdens, and worthy of a jdantei's choice. 
He waa nevertheless passed by unregarded ; and 
Karpha's countenance fell ; became dejected and 
sorrowful. No afflicLion or disappointnieni could 
equal what he iben felt. He had none to whom 
he could tell his grief; no bosom into which he 
could pour his tears — oh if he could have had but 
one hour's disconsolate sorrow with his loved Adah: 
and yet he feared to expose his secret or unveil the 
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anxiety of his soul. The planter again walked 
round, and saw none that made such impressions 
as Karpha had produced. He returned and to 
complete his lot agreed to purchase Adah's husband. 
He now hung the token of choice round his heck, 
not more to the delight of the poor humiliated 
negrOf than to the relief of trembling Adah. His 
place too was changed, and he was removed to the 
same division of the mart with the other negroes 
purchased by the planter ; and now Karpha and 
Adah were again restored to each other's company. 
The change that followed was beyond the imita- 
tion of art or the dream of imagination : more 
genuine joy was never expressed. The counten- 
ance of both became enlivened; grief and sadness 
vanished — more pure and native sympathy could 
not be exhibited. This was not the place and 
moment for indulging the hallowed expression of 
tender affection, of caressing with warm embraces 
— ^but they both alike yearned for the solitude of 
the desert, or the deepest shadow of the darkened 
forest. They exhibited all the purest signs of joy 
and gratification : and with reciprocal feeling found 
a home in each others silent thoughts, and a 
solace in the overflowing tears of each other's love, 
Happy in being again associated they now retired 
as far as they could apart from the crowd, and sat 
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down ia quiet coDtcntTnent, hugging and ktssing 
the red signal of their bondage^ — waiting the sum- 
mons to toil ; Mtisfied to epeud iheir days in labour 
fur an unlmovvn master^ so they miglit travel their 
journey of slavery together, and cheer each other 
in the vale of sorrow. 

The planter soon judged it his interest to move 
towanls liis residence in Clarendon^ and considered 
rather his own advantage aud coQveuience, than 
the feelings of hb newly acquired slaves, in the 
time and arrangement of hts journeys. He regu- 
lated their departure and arrival by the season and 
the state of the crop, and not hy ilieir ability to 
endure fatigue or their inclination to exert them- 
Beh'eg, They were now under the yoke of slavery, 
and the subjects of a domestic despotism uncon- 
trolled and irrosponsihle. It was no mere legal- 
ised theoiy, or patriarcba! and primitive relation 
between masler and servant. Kai-pha was the abso- 
lute bondsman of Anglican and soi t/isan/j orself 
styled christian servitude : smcb abond slave aa some 
christian pastors and teachers in America, stilt 
voutd retain as the property o( their churcbj a& 
the Gibeonites of their modern Israel, or the hel- 
ots of republican institutions. What then is, as it 
was, slavery inKarpba's experience ? The forced ser- 
vitude of every black man found in the lands where 
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ite cur«e has rested, wbo caonot by legal dai^umenli 
prove his liberty, a constraint regulated by violence 
exercised during life, whbom wages; ofihekindp 
degree and time^ of whose labour only the master 
is ibe judge ; as well as of the subsistence wbicb 
the slave shal] receive : while the owtier possesses 
the prerogative to ioipriaon, beat* scourge, wouod, 
or otherwise injure the body of the slave, at hb 
owrti discretion, or by depuLailoti to whom he 
pleoBes. 

The victims of the systc^m, theslaves, po^ess no 
legal right in any kind of property; whatever is 
held by them, ho^vcvor obtained, belongs in point 
of law to their master; who may dispose of Lhnt 
which ihey have acquired^ as well as of thcmselvcB 
or iheir children, as cattle or land is sold. The 
creditor or tax gatherers may also seize and sell 
the slave to adistant proprietor ; tearing him from 
hh parents* his wife, his children and hie> home 
for a master's debt. By will, too, the Uave may be 
decreed to a cruel tyrant and severe task master 
without the power of remonstrancCj or the right of 
redemption on any terms. The child of a slave 
13 bom to all this dreary doom^ and the children'* 
children, through each successive generation, are 
heirs of the same inheritance. The parent has no 
security that he shall be protected in domestic in- 
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tercourse or EiilbctioiiSj or succoured in hia rautiial 
sympntliJGS and sorrovps. The husband's eye dare 
Tiot weep, or liis hand be raised to ]>revetit the op- 
pression and vjoUtion of his much loved wife ; when 
Ttijuredj and exposed lo so raatiy sufferings, he 
rannot, by law pursue bis oppressor upon his own 
testtraony, or on ihul of a fellow sla\'e : — ibesljive's 
emdence is refused , in planter's law, agai nst a whrle- 
But wete he a1>le successfuUy to prosecute, what 
rtlief could it insure to him, who must again re- 
sume prostration tinder ihe same tyrant yoke J* 
And ahouhl (he exasperated victini yield X^ natu- 
ral instiTicl nnd dare to raise bis arm in bis own he- 
faalf, or to aeok revenge by striving with bis oppt^s- 
sor; or attempt to escape horn his bonds by tU;^lit; 
Ml! laio dooms him to deatfi- In bis toll he is led 
forth under the whip^ stimulated to activity by its 
■fioandt or punished for linguisbing feebleness by 
its lacerating and saii^uiunry lash. His hours of 
■work are not regulated by seasotiableuesg, bin 
ability, or inclination ; — early or late ibey are de- 
peudant on a driver's carprice : wbUe a cruel excess 
is often forced upon hitn ; with a rigour wbich be- 
comes awfully dislruciive of hnnian life. His 
inait»te«ancc is not in proparlion to bis appiilitc 
and labour; but, raeasured by the passion or par- 
simony oi one destitute of all sympathy* its nig^ 
I 
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gardly insuJBciency often leaves the emaclat^fi 
sufferer to prematUfe exhauslion and decay* Slaves 
may not assemble to speak of iheir woes, or take 
counsel how lo remedy their grievances ; to exprega 
their sympaihy or desire for delircrauce (rom suf- 
feriag, or to seek redress q( injuries wantonly in- 
dicted. To them no royal ear ia open ; and theirs 
is not the privilege even hy petition to represent 
their condition in Senates or Legislatures. 

^Mie aspects of slavery however with regard to the 
corporeal or social condition of the negro, u not tlir 
most appalling. The soul of the slave — how Bhall 
its price be counted ? or bow will the moral iofiu^ 
eilce of bis thraldom upon bin immortal interest he 
computed or justly appreciated P American law 
prohibits the education of negroes in readings or 
in the means of intelleclual improvement or inler- 
courae. Negroes may not leach negroes — achooh 
may not h<^ established or conducted either by, or 
for ne^ociif or their kindred : Hiies^ scourging, 
imprisonment and death, are the legal penalty for 
guch clTorts. The bouse of God Is not accessible 
to the negroes as it is to others ; — Sunday ehods no 
eabbalb smiles on the toil worn s^ave. The gospel 
is not proclaimed in its strains of liberty, and tones 
ol" fulness and joy, as when ofiei'ed to olbers, with- 
out money and without price. The jubilee 




trumpet, by slave-law, must never sound to ihem 
the acceptable year— the year of release* 

The manner ia which Karpha and bia associates 
soon realised tbe operation of such a system, will 
be only the recital of ibecliequAd and rtireiy mill- 
gated Borrows of many thousand negroes. The 
slaves in their ordinary Jield labour have been 
always drieen to tbeir work ; as bcTses in a leam^ 
and driven under the whip. The work of the 
aii^r plantation will shew how ihcy used to pro- 
ceed and especially in holding a cane-piece^ For 
the reception of the cane plants the ground is 
turned up wiih hoes, into paraltel trenches* For 
this work the slaveaofboth se?(e3,rTom tiventy to 
perhaps four score in number, are drawn oui in a 
line, like troops on a parade, each with a hoe in 
biA hand, and close to them in the rear 15 atationefi 
a driver, or several diivers pruportiuned to lb*- 
gang. The drivers* who are always the moi^t 
vigorous negroes on tbe estate have, each in hrs 
handr or coiled round his neck and loosely sn^- 
pended, along, thick and strongly platted whip, 
called a cart luhip, with a handle ; which they have 
authority to apply at the instant; when ilieir eye 
perceives an occasion^ without any picvious warn- 
ing. The lush ia as severe, and the report of this 
whip is a» loud -as those of the wliipa in coniQioiL 
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use with our waggoners. An adequate portion> 
or what the task master thinks a sufficient portion, 
of the land must be holed during a certain number 
of hours at the peril of the drivers. As the tren- 
ches are generall)| rectilinear, and the whole line 
of holers advance together, it is necessary that every 
hole or section of the trench should be finished in 
equal time with the rest If, therefore, any one or 
more negroes were allowed to throw in the hoe 
with less rapidity or energy than their companions 
in other parts of the line, the work of the more 
active would be suspended; or the work done by the 
less energetic would be more imperfect. 

The business of the drivers is, therefore, not 
only to urge forward the whole gang at the desired 
speed, hut also to watch that all in the line, male 
or female, old or young, strong or feeble, work as 
nearly as possible in equal time and with equal 
(•ill'ct. The tardy and the languid stroke is stimu- 
lated by the whip, and the whole line made to 
ihesst in the military phrase, as it advances* No 
breathing time for individuals, no resting on the 
hue, no pause of languor, to be compensated by 
brisker exertion when work is resumed, can be 
allowed to one or a few : all must work or pause 
togeiLer, 

Jvar^ha and Adah were not, however, allowed 
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tuns to work togetliei. Their sympathies were 
not consulted ; nor was tlie stronger pennitted to 
undertake the tAsk of the weaker. The slaTe- 
holder bad not purc:ha5ed his human stock to In- 
ge sentimental feelingj or gratify the afiection 
of slaves: — the largest return for his capital, and 
the greatest qiiantity of sugar from his estate, were 
questions of deepest interest to him. Nat 
ong after the commencement of the season, and 
before Karpha was inured to hb hard lot^ or Adah 
d given birlh to her first child, they were sepa- 
rated to different pEirts of the field. At a distance^ 
l)Ut within sight of each other^ they were driveti to 
toil. Karpha &aw his wife, the pride of Abookie, 
as one of four females^ almost naked, working in 
a cane field. They were labouring with the hoe 
I to dig up the grouud, preparatory to the planting 
I of the cane. 

^^m The day was sultry and oppressii^e ; the task of 
^^fce womeu was severe ; bat they were followed by 
^^B robust looking man, almost white, holding a 
^^^ip at their backs. He was the only person 
of the company who was not employed, except 
he made his la^h to sound ; — ^his only business 
was to keep the women at work, and make them 
feel the weight of the whip^ if he thought them 
idle, or that they relaxed from, their labour. 
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What a ibnO busband mij^tu feel, only a poor 
slave could tell : and even an uninterested 8pf 
tator taust have hfen allocked and indi^nanl Lo 
K man, strong enough lu do tbc work of ihe foi 
ijmployed iti the ignolile occapalion of brundij 
ing a whi[> orei* tii(?st; pt>or oppresscti femiih 
BuE wbat fearful apprehensions ma&chave haunted 
K&rpha's mind to behold bis wife exposed lbu&, 
and subject lo other pa^^lons. vrhf^re power ai 
miih combined ! 

It was not many years iill an occasion was Tar- 
nished, which sufRced lo excite and implicate the 
poor captives from Abookie, and change tlie event» 
of their life. A few years before their arrival a 
scene bad been witnessed too characteristic of 
slavery and the country to be soon forgoiien; and 
it continued often to be described aJBong the 
negro peasanny* — 

Taclfy, a Cororaantyn negro, had been a chief 
in Guinea. He was a slavcj doomed to drudgery 
with one hundred more of his country-men oa 
the estates, Frontier and Trinityi in the parish of 
St Mary's; all were of recent importation. The . 
garments for their partial covering, and the knioet 
which they must use in cutting the cane, had been 
just distributed by the bauds of tbeir recent purchas- 
ers. The Coromantyn negroes were refuted ofm , 
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ferocious disposition — of a muscular frame and firm 
raind^— active^ courageous, and stubborn. In 
Ancient Romans all these qualities would have been 
ascribed to eleration of spirit, wbicb prompted to 
enterprise of difficulty and danger — a nobleness of 
aoal which enabled tbem to meet (kath in iismost 
horrible sbapes witb fortitude and indiffereuce* 
These men had resolved to regain ibeir liberty — 
of which ihey Imd been wickedly aud impiously 
deprived— by whatever means, even the most des- 
perate. They had no wish to discusa the question 
whether ihty were well or ill treated ; whether 
their over>9ter and taskmasters were men of sin- 
gular tenderness and humanity — ofwisdom^actirily^ 
and courage in the conduct of slavery* To ihem 
the bitter draught was slavery, and however dis- 
guised or drugged — however the vessel was tinsell- 
ed or lacquered — tt was detcaiable and spumed; 
andj wUh the Coromantyn yell of wnr, they rushed 
forward ; designing the destruction of all who could 
resist iheir freedom. 

Having colkcleil tbemselves into a body about 
one o clock, in the morning ; they proceeded to 
the Fort, at Port Maria, to the north of Claren- 
don, killed the aeutind, and provided tbemneU'es 
with as great a quantity of arm!^ and amunition an 
they could convenieutly dispose of. Being by 
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kTotix ami left to perish tn that dreadful stiuatjoQ. 
■t%hh ereature ihat was burned was 
;i on lliQ ground, and his body teing 
inetl lo an Lron stake, th^ Bre was applied to 
feet. He uttered not a groati, and saw his ]egs 
Iflced lo aghes with ihc utmost iirmntiss ttud 
conaposur*?; after which, one of his aiins by Bome 
means getting loose, he snatched a brand from the 
fire that was consuming him^ and flung it in the 
face o( tbe executioners. 

The two ihat were hung up alive were indulged, 
at their own request, with a hearty meal immedi- 
ately before tiiey ivere suspended on tbe gibbet; 
which \^*as erected on the parade of tbe town of 
Kingston. From that time till tliey expired they 
ne^^er uttered the least complaint, except only of 
cold in the night* but diverted themselves all day 
long in discourse with iheir countrymen, who were 
permitted very improperly tn surround tbe gibbet' 
On the seventh daif a notion prevailed among 
the spectators tbat one of them wished to commu- 
nicate an important secret to hi* master — a near 
relative ot the writer — who being in St. Mai'y's 
parish, the commanding officer sent for him ; Mr. 
B. Edwards. He endeavoured, by means of an in- 
terpreter, t'T let him know that he was present ; but 
no one could understand what be said in return. 
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" I remember," these ure ibe words of Bryan E<)' 
VAidSp '* ibui botb he and his (eUow-iuH^rer Uogh- 
ed immoderatdy at somelbing tltat oi;cuiT«d — I 
know Xioi whaU Tbe ne^t morning one of them 
Wl^ntly expired, as did the othtr on the morning 
of tlie ninth day/' 

Tho planter^ Mr. B^illie, whose property Kur- 
phft and his wifig had bet^ome by pLirch:Lsej was 
not a cruul inau by nature, or even sordid and 
afaricious by diBposttion. Young and recMea^, 
be had sailed to the West Indies that he might 
imprave his fortune ; andt having accnmulated 
weallb, r&uirn lo fashion and luxury at home. 
Olbers, relatireg of bi$ own, had preceded him ; 
and by iheii' pu»$iLton in Jamaica, and credit in 
the circles of commercCj had obtaineil for him 
favcurabk introductions. A mortgaged estate was 
transferred to bii^ management, aud iii a few years 
he had becii able to purchase its dtlcs and appro- 
|»riate its reveimes to his own advantage. His 
anxiety now was to add to his poasessionsj and 
having established hiK house, to visit again his 
native country. The proiit^ of one estate templed 
him to erabiuk in larger purchases, and the state 
of the sugar market promised large returns for his 
capital. He speculated beyond his ability to pay^ 
and borro^ved on mortgage, w as to render ncci^- 
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^rv the management o( an attorney. It was stion 
apparent lo tliiB mttnsi^er that his own sinister in- 
tereats would be best promoted by the absence of 
his employer. Reaaona were apeedily produced 
to tempt the planter to take a voya;^^ to Britain, 
and leave his toils to a sabservient and most wiU- 
ing Bubstitute. The scheme succsededj and Mr. 
Baillie sailed for KngUnd; to pluns^c into tb<^ 
frivoliLies and dissipations of fashionable society. 
His remittances from JamiLica were at first equal 
to his demands ; and his pleasures did aifi cloy, so 
long QA hi^ purse cdu!iJ minister to their nov&lty 
and variety. Bnt he soon exceeded bis income, 
and becoming dependent on his own attorney, 
found it expedient to leave bim in uncontrolled 
occupation of the estate. 

While Karpha'a owner resided on the property 
there was not much to aggravate tbe lot of the 
shLres, There was indeed hard and evt>ry day 
work in ibe dei^aded condiuon of being driven like 
a beast to the fiefd; there was the Ifiah and the 
unrequited toil ; the demaralising espi>sure^ the 
passions of drivers and the prevalent surrounding 
immorality and impuiiiy ; hut Karphfi knew do 
better-^thoagh he had gmnll allowance of food« 
little ^sb or other hisuneSj he bad his provisiou 
grounds which, in ignorance of God's law or Christ'^ 
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love, he cultivated on Sunday ; time was not granted 
on other days; lie had built for bimself and the 
wife he loved a comparatively comfortable hot, 
and bis family iraa he^tmiog to rise around him. 
His provision ground had been the creation ofbis 
own iudiibtry, he had reclaimed the waste ; as the 
staff of Ms existence, it afforded hira not only sup- 
port i but the means also of adding something to 
ihe mere nticessaries of life, lie gr^w vegetables, 
and reared poultry, and even a pig occa^Lunally. 
But the departure of his master cast a cloud over 
all his prospeets. The attorney manager had his 
own profits to make, as also the remittances for 
Mr Baillie; and his plan reached further still. 
He contemplated an entire appropriation to him- 
self and the niin of the master whom he professed 
to serve. Taxes were left unpaid, debtfi were 
atlowed to accumulate, embarrassments to iDcrease^ 
and confusion to prevail; so that the claims of the 
mortgagee, which were now under his own con- 
troul, became paramount. 

In this situation of affairs Karpha was seized by 
the sheriff's olHcers for his master's debts^ forcibly 
separated from his wife- and children ; dragged to 
public auction ■ purchased by a stranger ; and with- 
out any crime of \ih own, bat because he had been 
an attached servant to an unfortunate master, he 
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wa» driven to a remoLe part of the island; where 
he cauld ouly conjticturc for many inouthsij what 
was the coQcliiion of his beloved Adah and their 
children. He ivns now doomed to toU in the 
pariah of St* Elizabeth among the Nassau Munni- 
aina; whei'e he uever forgot, though he could hold 
uo converse with, hia bride of Abookie. His in- 
telligence and aptness cQiiimended him to the con- 
lideace and laroiir of a surveyor; who was after- 
wu.rds appointed commanding officer of Fort 
Didliug. und raised to the rank ofcftptain, By 
Captain Rohertson, Karpba was removed from field 
labour, and engaged in services whiab brought bim 
iniQ iDtercuurse with several of the Janmica 
Miu'oons ^ and from them he learned the details of 
that interesting race, in their wars and euterprises 
ftir many years. 

The Maroons were &o called as hoff hunters^ 
There was probably a mixture of tlic Spanish rt;- 
fugccs, wbum the English forces, at the timt uf 
Cioinwell, conquered, when they captured Jania- 
icfti with the negro slaves whom the SpanirircU bad 
. iniro d need into the i sland s. The vanquished 
Spaniards were not all expelled in Jti'55, but found 
ahtjUcr in remote or sequestered parts especiidly on 
the north and e£i&t dd^ of tlio island, IJere thifir 
^laves mi^^ht sympathise and associate with tlicrn— r 
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the master nnd acrvnnt would in fliich circumstance* 
toon reach au etjualily. Others had (led to ihe 
moantoins during ihe imbecile gover-Tinient of 
Spam^ond collecled in forniidabTe numbers in the 
inoutiUiin:* of Clarendon. They lived by plunder 
and obeyed ihe atilhorily of a chief named Juan 
de Bolait j but were ^dually bronght iuto suhjec- 
tion by BriLisb authority. In 16i^0> there wae an 
infurrecthn of the slaves, in the pansb of Claren- 
dnn, who retreated to the interim' of the conntry; 
where ibeycDnsoUduted themselves and encreaaed 
their numbers from amonp; plantation negroes. 
They yf^Te so active and daring as to carry off 
•laves by force» plunder the houses and destroy the 
cattle of ibe planters; after violent conflicts in 
attempts to destroy or diaperse ihem, these fugi- 
tives elected a bold^ skilful and enterprising man, 
CuJjoe, as their chief, who appointed his brothers 
Johnny and Accompong, and two (others, Cuffee 
and Quao^ as his subordinate captains. The Clar- 
eadon rebels occupied the ^outh of the island ; and 
the maroons proper, continued their depredatioos 
in the east, joined by frequent accessions from the 
CofTomantyn negroes. But, ultiraately, subsequent 
to IT30, the Clarendon rebels were joined by the 
maroons V vi by long, pL-riloua, and 

fatigui raverae tba mountatDous 
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regions of the island and put themselves under tb« 

eomrdatidorCafljoe* Tbis iliey eflfecieil by detach- 
menls year afttiryear; tbongb for many years hLp 
original adhert^iUs were distinguished as Ken- 
CHJTees, and his new ret^mlts as the CaUawuotJs^ 
Another tribe of tiegraes also yielded themselvea to 
bis direction ; the Mai]aj;;a^ara — (Jioy^ Tiad belong- 
ed to the parish of St, Elizabeth ; but it never ap- 
jjcared ihuttbey had originally inhabited Madagaa- 
e&r; their features resembled those orEuro|»eans; 
thdr skin wasofadet^pjetj there hair was of q loose 
and soft texture ; their form more delicate and 
(heir stature lower iheu those o( the Clarendon 
negroes. Their strengtli and hardiness tvtsre tn- 
feriur j bnt to a European eye they appeared a 
handsomer people. Originally they apoke a lan- 
guage di^oreat frotn the other nc^oes^and retained 
the knowledge of it for many years after they amal- 
gamaied with the oihi?r Maroons. 

Cudjoe became increasingly formidable after 
1730, and began to pursue a more regular and con- 
nected system of warfare : while he sought hi* 
pTitidpal defences in the luonntfiin fastness and 
forest retreats. He maintained condliJential inter- 
course with negroes on the estulcs^atid even sent 
hh spies as ue^rroes into the lotvns and market 
places. Wu men were keen marks-men and proc- 
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tised in all the arts of bush warfare ; while his 
secret scouts or iatelligeace enabled him to baffle 
all attempts to ensnare him. All the Maroons and 
insurgents in the islands^ except a few to the wind- 
ward under Quao their chief, rallied under his 
banner, and every run-away slave found an asylum 
in his lines. At length the planters were forced 
to offer terms of peace, and after many skilful at- 
tempts at diplomacy a compact was signed and 
ratified by Colonel Guthrie, and Captain Cudjoe. 
A description of the leader may indicate the gen- 
eral condition of the Maroons. 

Cudjoe's frame was short, stout, and deformed 
by a hump; his features were strongly African, 
and his manners wild. He wore the remains of 
an old blue coat, without skirts, and with sleeves 
coming only to the elbows. Round his head was 
tied a scanty piece of cotton cloth — once white but 
now very dirty, over which a small round hat, its 
rims pared close to the body, was drawn fitting 
close to his head. He had on a pair of loose draw- 
ers which did not descend lower than his knees. 
He had no shirt : but the portions of covering des- 
cribed, as well as his naked skin, were besmeared 
with the dirt of the cock-pit, so red as to resemble 
ochre. On his right side hung a cow*s horn with 
some powder, and a bag of large cut slug; on the 
left, under his arm, was suspended in a leathein 



shealh. by a narrow strap from bis shftulder, a 
couteau or mushet three inches broad. His asjsoci- 
ates were all armed with guns and ciulasses. 

The terms of treaty evinced the fears and objects 
of the planters; and engaj^tid Cudjocandhis follow- 
ers as a species of paliee spies over the oiliiir 
negroes. The captain and bis adherents were de- 
dared to liave, by title and agreement, perfect free- 
dom and liberty. Fifteen hundred acres, in Tre- 
lawney Town, were described as their possession : 
to be inheritedby their posterity /o?- ever ; ou which 
they miglu rear acock, or cultivate certain products- 
Tbe privilege of hunting within prescribed limits 
was assured to tbe Maroons throat^boiit the islatid. 
Biu they were to use, mtb the hope of reward, 
their best endeavours to (ake, till, suppress, of 
destroy, either alone, &r in conjunction with oihsrs, 
all rebels wheresoever thetj be: and combine with 
royal troops to repel iLe invasion of any foreign 
enemy : and while they were required to keep open 
large and convenient roads to ilie place of ibeir 
abode, two white men as the eniissaries of ibu 
governor should constantly reside in the Maroon 
settlements ; to maintain a friendly correspondence 
with the inhabitants of the island. The numbers 
of iLe Spanish slaves wbo bad become Marcion:^ 
vrere i;onjcctur«d to be one thousand five hundrt-J 
K 
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in A.D. 1655: hm in 1738 and 39, ibe numbers 
that surrendered were less tbaji six liundred. In 
177U, the man, Trometi aud cliildren were counted 
eight hundred and eighiy-five — three years later 
they were numbered one thousand and Iweuiy- 
oight; and fifteen years afterward ihey were rec- 
koned one tliousand four hundred. It is likely 
therefore ibai hundreds of the original ho^g hnnters 
had still retained a wandering mode of life, of 
retired to inaircessible Jkatn^^sfis in the haavt of 
the iheu unexplored island. 

When Karpha'a lot was mixed up with the 
Luiuult and excitemeni produced by the Maraoti 
war, the apprehension was much greater than such 
numbers o{ savages were likely to create. The 
alarm of the planters euuld Dot have been greater 
bad they been so many thousand^ and had tlieir 
conspiracy embraced a confidante in every estate* 
The destruction ot European life was great, and 
the disasters which recuned almost every month 
ihreaiencd the dissolution of society in Jamaica, 
The gentleman, in whose service Karpba Avas now 
employed, was witness to an enconuter which 
shewed the infatHalion of the planters, and t!ie 
superior tactics of the fugitive negroes. The mode 
pursuedhy the Maroons, in the warfare they waged, 
continued the same throughout. Hid in tliebye 
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paths of the forest, the}^ haag on the rear ot flanks 

of tbeir adversary ; and cboosing a spot suiisd lo 

iheir tacUcs ikuy advantageously posted themselves 

m ambush. They allowed the van of their enemy, 

whose iiumber ihey carefully computed, tn pass, 

^nil ihen suddenly faW furiously upon the rear — 

fhen baggage negroes, throwing down their load, 

lud; Jiiid planter miUtia, like county yeomanry, 

waited not for danger. The regukr soldiers thvis 

deserted took shelter uuder projecting mountainsj 

or hid themselves for hours iip lo their waists in the 

raters of the streams, exposed to the heal of a ver- 

ical sun, and apprehensive of being taken alive 

and tortured. If from a random shot they fancied 

Ilheir anlagonisls occnpied a position to which they 
were exposed and from which an attack would be 
fatal, tind sought lo eseape ihcir danger, it was 
only to he assailed by a. shower uf shot, and in ttieir 
panic LO leave behind them their killed and 

twounded, 
\ 
■ 
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When the detachment advanced, to which Kar* 
pbft was now joined as a follower, the Maroons 
reueated within their defile and remaintd on a 
osition where, unseen themselves^ they could 
obfterve the motions of thetr assnilanls. Caplalw 
Kobeilson'a partial knowledge only expused his 
superiors lo more fatal dangers. Cohmel Sund- 
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ford entered the detik at the bead of hia dragoons, 
fallowed hj Colfinel GalUmore and hia volimteeTs ; 
aome of ihera dismounted troopers. The head of 
the column^ the length of which was nearly half 
ihe extent of ihe defile, was permitted hy the 
Maroons to advance til! the whole were inclosed; 
nut the slightest indicailoii heiitg given tlmL ihey 
were ranged hehind the bushes. Suddenly an 
unexpected aud tremendous volley of small arms^ 
from behiud the trees> was fired upon th^ colynin, 
from one end to the other : all pressed forward — 
Sand ford at the head of his men reached the junc- 
tion of the two roads. Another volley was poured 
from hehiod the trees, and Sandford fell close by 
the side of Cnplain Roburtson* A panic seized 
the whole force, disorder ensued ; there was none 
able to direct or advise? ant! flight seemed ttie only 
resource for safety — all eontended for the front of 
t!ie race ; and the troops, keeping up a scattered 
itrv- upon an imaginary enemy, pursued the near- 
t-st way lo head quarters. Besides Sandford and 
his quarier-master, Colonel Gallimore and nearly 
thirty soldiers were killed added to the many which 
wer^ wounded ; hut not a single man among the 
Maroons was injured, though they obtained as 
booty the weapoQSjWatcheSj pencils, and clothing of 
the military who were left in the bush. Karpha and 
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bis miister were arnqng those M?ho escaped to re- 
count il^eir disasters. 

Skilful inhabitaiiLs only who were long praciised 
to tbe haunts of tlie Maroons, knew ih« jierils and 
iati^es and even the Lopelessneas of such a war- 
fare* Major JameSj once led a party to the 
Marnon tracks^ and lold them the route the rebeU 
would take. By smelHn^ the smoke of their fires, 
he conducted them t3 a spot where tbey found one 
or two Maroons, ijivalids not strong enough to 
march with their people^ and brought his com- 
panions by a fatiguing moich through tedious 
pathSj and at the hecb of the Maroons to Guthrie's 
defile. Here be paused. '* So far," he said^ " you 
may pursue but no farther : no force can enter here ; 
no white man except myself, or some soldier of 
die Maroon establtshmentj has ever gone beyond 
this, ^Vith the greatest difficulty — I have pene- 
trated four miles farther; and not ten Maroons 
have gone bo far as ihat. There are two other 
vsyn of getting into the defile ; but T can neither 
ascend or descend witb auy arms j they most be 
handed to nie^ step by step ; as practised by the 
Maroons themselves. Tbey now see yon and if 
you advance ^Cly paces more they will convince 
you of it" The Maroon Lorn sounded his call 
before bis voice had died away; and when be 
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Tuade no Answer, a vulce addressed the party as 
iTig if Major James were among them. "If he 
let him ^o back — -we do not wi?h to hurt him 
but as for the rest of you, come on and try batlle 
if you choose." Notwithstanding such warnings' 
rejieattfd attempts were made to hnak up iheir 
treat- The description of one of these will se 
to exemplify many others. 

The primary object of the commanding officer 
wag to fix upon a secure post for an advance ^lard 
to his position ; he chose nine o'clock a.m, for his 
purpose of reconnoitering; was escorted by several 
officers and two Maroon Captains, who had joined 
hitti from another body. The corapasa as tb*ir 
compaiiion, and sigcal gan at head quarters, were 
deemed reijuisite from the windings and intricacies 
of their track. The detachment was Etrengtbened 
by the party in adTancej and they proceeded among 
mountains which seemed to rise higher, and val- 
leys whioh sunk lower. They reached a spot which 
the Maroon auxiliaries discovered the enemy had 
but recently abandoned; in proof of which they 
pointed to the tops of the nuld coco, or eddo that 
had been lately dug up. They coonselled for 
safety that the party should halt. 

The commanding officer Colonel Fitch by 
c^uest remained ; while a Colonel Jackson, a Cap 
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tain Bnsset, and the two Maroons moved cautious- 
ly forward. Two araallcr paths, ahrupt In their 
descent, tempted the officers to choose separate 
cottTges, but they had not advanced ten yards apart 
when a sudden volley of small ormSj which made 
the p^ecil^llolJ3 and towering mountains resound 
with frightful reverhcraiion, was poured upon the 
whole party, hy the Maroons from an elevation 
wiLhin ten paces of them. The soldiors niechaDi- 
cally discharged their luusketB towards the smote; 
but the unseen enemy were protected hy trees and 
rocks which covered thera. Brisset and the tiro 
Maroons fell mortdly wounded. Jackson retired 
and reached Colonel Fitchj whom he found wound- 
ed, sitting on a fallen tree, hia head resting on his 
hand, and his arm gupportod by a projecting stump. 
His blood was trickling from an orifice in the mid- 
dle of hia waiatcoaCj and the linen jacket which he 
wore pushed out hehind, as if by the end of a 
broltea rib. While Colonel Jackson was recdl- 
ing his attention a.nd seeking to assure him of pro- 
tection, another volley from the Maroons, (the click- 
ing and cocking of whose guns were heard hy 
Jackson, so near were they), was fired among their 
defenceless viclima, and Colonel Fitch as well o» 
Captain Lee and others were mortally wounded- 
With difficulty Colonel Jackson, and the aurvivors 
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ejected their retreat from ibe acene of danger. 

Tlie governor of the island and hia advisers told 
the house of assembly, that theMavoona bad been 
acting in concert with republican France ; and 
therefore more prompt and energetic meaaiu-t 
must be adopted. The troops Lad sutFercd grt 
losses, the militia were jaded and the nurabers on 
duty greatly lessened. The whole range of cock- 
pitSj or places of secHrity, was opened to tlieir 
dangerous adversary; if annoyed in one ibey chose 
another, and the contest had all the appearance of 
being perpetual^ threatening the entire destruction 
of plantation interest: for should it appear to the 
slave population that a permanent and succe^aful 
opposition to governiueni would be upheld, many 
of ihe negroea would join the hostile Maroons. 
In their despair the baffled whiles sought succour 
among the doffS and savages of Cuba. Bhod 
hounds were enlisted to hunt down the poor run- 
away slaves of Jaruaica* 

In terms of a tretityj the owner of these dogs : 
bound themselves for a reward, " tlitit when arriTed 
at Jamaica and informed of the siLuation of the 
Tun-away, or rebellious negroes, we oblige our- 
selves to practice every means that may be neces- 
sary to pureuCj and apprehend, with our dogs, 
said rebellious negroes ; settling bcibrehand the 
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proper time and mode of out excursiou witli that 
government, who are to supply us with every assist- 
ance that may be judr^ed nccessu'y^ such as troops 
arm^ and ammunidoa." When these cbosseurs 
and their dags were landed at Moniego Bay, the 
impression was sitjnificant ; the wild and formid- 
able appearance of both spread terror through the 
place ; the streets w^crc cleared, the doors of the 
houses shut, and the windoirs crowded. Not a 
negro ventured to stir out. The muzzled dog^a 
with the heavy rattling chains, ferociously making 
at every ohject and forcibly dragging on the 
chasseurs, who could bardlyrcstraiii them, presented 
a scene of a tremendous nature, well calculated to 
give a most awful colouring to the vague and fly- 
ing reports propagated. 

A parade and review of the dogs and their 
chasseurs were ordered by the General (Walpole), 
and thi^y were held iu leash till he ulighted from 
his carriage. Qaarrell was the natwe of the man 
who was appointed by government as commis- 
siooer for this extraordioary British force. Hav-^ 
ing paid hia respects lo the general he was desired 
lo parade them. The Spaniards appeared at the 
ei^d of a gentle declivity, drawn out in a line con- 
taining upwards of forty men, with their dogs in 
front, anmuzzled, and held in by cotton rope^* 
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effected their retreat from the scene of danj 
The governor of the island and his advjs 
tlie house q( assembly, that the Maroons hi 
acting in concett with republican Franc 
therefore more prompt and energetic m 
must be adopted. The troops had suffers 
losses, llie militia were jaded imd the num 
duty greatly It^ssened. The whole rangea 
pits, or places of security, was opened* 
dangerous adversary; if annoyed in one the 
another, and ths contest had all the appefl 
being perpetual, threatening the entire des! 
of plantation interest : for should it appen 
slave population that a permanent and su( 
opposition to goTemmenl would be upheld 
of the negroes would join tlie hostile 
In their despair the baffled whites soagl 
among the dotjs and savages of CubaJ 
hotinds were enlisted to hunt down ibe 
away slaves of Jamaica. 

In terms of & treaty, the owner of tl 
boand themselves for a reward, " that wh^ 
at Jamaica and informed of tbt^ situation 
run-away, or reheUious negroes, we oblig 
selves to practice every means that may be 
sary to pursue^ and apprehend, with our 
said rebellious negroes ; settling hcforehai 
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Fu^ls were 6rod us they advATiaed^ to shew liow the 
dogs would act under the fire of tbe Maroons, if «o 
engaged- The volley was no sooner fired than liie 
dogs pressed forward with the greatest furjj amidst 
the continued shouts of the Spaniards^ who were 
dragged forward with irresistible force. Some of 
ihe dogs, maddened by the about of attack^ while 

held back by the ropes, aeiaed tbe stocks of tbe 
guns in the hands of their keepers, and tore pieces 
out of them. Their impetuosity was so great that 
ihey were with difficulty stopped before they 
reached the general, ifl'ho found it necessary to go 
into hia carriage, from which he had alighted ; 
and if the ^eatest exertions had not been made to 
stop them they would certainly have seized upon 
his horaes. He was much pleased with the review. 
Dogfi of this breed, unless completely brolien-in, 
would seize their victim by the throat and ne^er 
let go their hold till either the dog or bis captive 
was dead. His auKilianes appeared fit for the 
work he had to do : and, as a British soldier* he 
was not indisposed to employ such mercenaries 
against poor negroeSi 

Zeny was a Spaniard, for whom this general 
cherished a high opinion, and he was appointed 
captain of tbe chasseurs and their dogs ; and, at 
his urgent requestj was permitted to go on an ex- 
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peditioQ to a remote Maruou encampment, witli 
the blood-hounds. He hod ten volunteer troopers 
of the 13th Dragoons j a quarler-masie!" Wilkmsoti; 
a. sui'geotj, Mr. Tate; a Maroon, Captain Smith ; 
and Karphas master. Captain Robertson, the sur- 
veyor The Maroon canducted them on\y a short 
way, anil Robertaoa was taken ill on the route? 
but he sent hi» servant fortrard to examine wild 
pines and withesj which were found to he dry, 
and which the party had erroneously expected 
would give them a supply of water* The surveyor 
knew the country, and dreaded deficiency of water, 
and he and his servant did not proceed* But the 
Spaniard and his canine coadjutors j advanced and 
having passed two deserted litits^ reached what ihey 
called a bottom, in which they encamped- The 
dogs had attra<jtGd the notice of a negro's dog — the 
sound of whose barking gav^e them the alarm «ind 
direction. They discovered a negro endeavouring 
to make Mh escape. One of the Spanish dogs was 
aent after bim ; on the encounter the ne^o cu 
him twice with hia mushei, or sword ; but the dog 
seized him by the nape of the neck, and lield him' 
He proved to he a rauawfty> said that he and two 
other nogioes had deserted the Maroons a few daya 
before, — that he would conduct them to the party 
by noon next day> (hough they were distant from 
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thU place. He led them tliTough a tleaerted towBj 
surrounded hy rocks, where siood upwards of a 
hundred buts einpty. Tlie route was continued 
till the party was overtaken ; and — partly by craft, 
by llie fsar of tbedogs, atid partly by ibe courage of 
the buntera — ibe searcb was successfuL ITie jour- 
ney, however^ had betin &o exhausting that the men 
reeled in walking as if intoxicated » and frequently 
dropped in the way ; whilst the Jogs were worn 
out and went on with diiSculty,. About fifty of 
the Maroons were induced to surrender on the 
assurance of favourable terms, as the cousequence 
of this protracted expedition. But its iidvucates 
wish to prove that the doga never were actuiidly 
employed in hunting down tbe poor negroes. 

Four hundred and fifty Maroous were collected 
m the sea ports; and, contrary to tLe terras of a 
treaty made by General Walpole, were transported 
to Nova Scoiia. No doubt many remained in 
different parts of the island, but the confederacy 
was dissolved, and the war terminated. Karpha 
was again brought to Clarendon, and, under the 
favour of Captain UoWrtson, was permuted to re- 
join bis wife ; but still under the fetters of slavery. 
Poor Adah had» in ibe interval of their separation, 
become familiar with many additional horrors as 
the lot of a slave. She had witnessed the punish- 
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ment of a negro female — a fellow aervant — under 
the charge of sorae petty iheft, perhaps taking 
a little food from her masier'a store; but adJed to 
this, it was alleged she refused to do her work or 
mend herowu clothtia. For this shehad been con- 
fined seventeen days, night and day* la the sttMiks — 
which were sq constructed that she oould not sit 
up or lie down at pleasare. During the seventeen 
days, she had been nix times flagged ; and red 
pepper had been rubbed upon her eyes to prevent 
lier sleeping ; and yet tasks were assigned which 
she could not perform, her eyes being blii^ded by 
the eyanne, and she had been affected by a pre- 
vailing ftjver ; still was she Hogged because her 
work was not done. Again when liberated from 
the atpol^s, tliouy;h suffering from cramp^ her flogg- 
ing was repeated^ and she was on thai da\f sent to 
field labonr^she had always been beJbrea domes- 
tic slave. On the third day following she was 
brought to her owners as refusing to work; but 
camplaiulng of fever- Tbey doubtod her excuse, 
left her to the nianagement of the driver, who 
again flogged her, and put her in the negro house- 
ext morning, at seven o'cl<^tk, she was dragged 
It) the field to work, where she died at noon. 
Adah had, as yet, escaped personally these barbar- 
ous crneUies, but she felt as if they threatened her 




THB PU»TAf lOSr SLATB> 



every da3% and might sooa be her unhappy 
portion. 

Not far from ber pr«seDt kabiiatioa the brutal- 
izing influence of alove power had been displayed 
by a mistress^rcgarded hy her neighbours as a 
lady oT humanity and delicacy. The occa^iiou 
had been some disagreement between another 
slave and Elltsanor Mead, a mulatLo Alave> the 
toother of nine diUdreit. The oiii^trti^i had dis- 
a.pproved of fiomethmg said or doMe by Elleanor, 
and thereforB ordered her to bti stripped naked 
and prustraii^d ud ihc gruund ; and white in her 
owQ. presence she directed the male driver to iulliet 
upon the bared bndy of this mother fifty-eij^ht 
lasher of the cart whip, and ordered the daughter 
of the prostrated slave to hold her owu mother 
down under the lash. When one hip had beeti, 
in the opiniou of this inistreiia (Eurnshaw), sulli- 
cieaily lauerated, she told the driver tu go round 
atid flog the other. On rising i]p after the cruel 
whipping, the bleeding and agonized slave sought 
to pull dowtt her clothes over her exposed and ex- 
cortated bodyj but her mistress ordered this to be 
prevented; and that she should be conveyed, naked 
as she was, by two men, herself walking behind, 
to the bilboes, and had her feet fastened in the 
stocks. When the victim of this horrid barbarity 
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esc&ped, and fl«d lo a. maghli&te^ Le sent lier back 
lo her tormentora; when she wiis ordered into u 
Held to work svith hoe and bill ; £.ndj when neither 
able or skilled for such work, she pleaded exemp- 
tion, she was inipmoned and punished with the 
]a&b agaiu ; Lliough a medical inspectoi' bore wit^ 
ness she had many marks of punishment on her 
posteriors and thighs; ia about ten or a dozen 
places the ksh had penetrated the skin and lacer- 
ated the parts. The secret cause of the npistresss 
hatred h trajced to the manner in which the poor 
slave had been regarded by Mrs. Eamahaw*s de- 
ceased hnsbaiid ; who was probably the father of 
her enslaved offspring. 

The case of ElIeanoT was brought before a court 
oi justice and a jury^ in Jamait:^, in aa alteiDpt to 
make her guilty of violence to her overseer. The 
judge who tned the poor slave addressed her at the 
close oflier cKammation, when the fuiili^ of the 
charge had broken down the case : " EIleartr>r 
Mead, you came down here, soraii time ago, lo 
complain of harsh trealmentj and I then admon- 
ished you to go home, and to do what wa» required 
of you. I cautioned you to take care of yourself ; 
however, after you went borne you refused to do 
your workj and gave a greal deal of unnecessary 
troublej and it clearly appears that you are a ver}' 
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quarrelsome ipotnan: your master" (Lhe atlorney of 
the esiaie) "has come forward lo-day and has inter- 
ceded fur you, aa I this is evident proof that he 
httt no vindictive feeling tHwards yon* I am per- 
fectly saiisfieJ that if you return to your duty^ 
both your masLcr and mistress vrtll see strict justice 
done towards you» ' The result of all which hypo- 
criiical cant was, that the suOTtsrer was again placed 
under the coaliol of Mr&. Earoshaw aod her con* 
federated — the very per^ns who having imhittered 
her days hy dagellation^ and chainSj and stocks^ 
and oppressive tail, now aoaglit to Urminate them 
hy a prematare deaih. 

Such deeds were not unheeded by the slavey, 
or iinrecounlert when they told their sorrows to 
each other; and Adah had m:i:iy such to recall 
when she was again united to her loni^ lost Kar- 
pha. His sensitive heart was stung by the tale of 
oppressions and the recital of African wrongs; but 
he priced too highly hts comparatitfe joys^ now 
revived in the bosom of bia fumilvj to risk the 
perils which he had witnessed suffered by run- 
aways, amongst the Maroons^ for an adventure ; 
and he sought consolation hy turning his mind 
to the thoughts of God a? the ^eat ruler over all : 
whose name was often invoked hy the mure 
thoughtful around him. He could notj however, 



A W£aT IKDtAV RECTOR. 



149 



believe tliat tlie religian taugbt by the rector of his 
parish wna suited to tbe negroes. This fiiTictionary 
held the living of St. Ann's, and was a great 
favarite with ibe planter parishioners, as an active 
minister of the established religion^ and a aeoloua 
defender of the oppressed and traduced coloniHn f 
fie had been implicated as a fomentor of mid- 
night tumults, and murderous assaults on mission- 
ary benefactors, in aet& of oppression and suborna- 
tion of perjury, and in libellous and falsely foul 
attacks ou tbe personal characters of virtuouH 
citizens ; but this rendered him only the more be- 
loved by hia colonial parishioners as a clergyman 
of talent and a zealous champion, protected by the 
God of Shadrach ; and deserving the applause of 
men and tbe favour of heaveti. 

Karpha however looked with another mind on 
this man, and waLcbed bis treatment of bis own 
servants, and his condacl toAvnrds nc^o parish- 
ionera; as evidences of the claims and character 
of his religion. For many yt^ars tbis pastor of St. 
Ann's had been, not only a slave bolder aud an 
exacier of unrequited lull, but also the ajtolugi&t 
for the worst forms in which slavery bad been 
practised: known in all parts of tbe island, and 
notorious for his partisanship in England. Ac- 
customed as the boon companion to the indul- 
L 
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.gences o( high living ; his asaociutes added no 
^aticLity to his reputalioDj and no eclat to bii re^ 
ligiuus profession. 

In the niorr^iuc;, expecting ti guest to diDner, he 
had ofdered his ut^gro cook to dress a tarkey for 
the table- Learning lib friend could not couie he 
calied the girl and asked what was for dinner — 
" the Lurkey," was the reply. lummdiolely aiad with 
foul language^ accompatiyiog his words tvith a 
blow, he demanded ** who told you to gfi a laikey" ? 
Both Lhe girl's eyes were blackened, and her nose 
was made to bleed by the blow; and the poor 
weeping creature answered, "massa, it was the 
last thing you told me this morning to do/' 

It will he tnost appropriate to speak in her own 
person, Uie su^crings ahe endured at tbe hands of 
this favoured and endowed ptistor o( the parish of 
St, Anns. She gave the following evidence in 
his presence to the council of protection ; and 
others corroborated her tesiitnony. He " ttK>k her 
into the pantry and pinned her ngainst the dresser 
in the pantry, and ^'/t?A'ei/ her with kisfooL She 
begged not lo he kicked so severely, sis she wouhl 
buy anothw turkey and have it forSunday'sdinner. 
Was kicked for iipwarda of an hour ; master said 
he wished lie couUl see her a corpse; aa he hated 
her. Culled old Charles to pick tiie largest bundle* 
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of bamboo ^wUcliea lie could tiud, which h^ did, 
tna&ler followed lierand old Charles to the cow pen 
and Lad her laid dovrn j he wassiaudjDg over wit^ 
ness beating her with a stick, and telling the men 
to cut all the flesh off her ; was guing Li» lie down on 
the grass, but was ordered off lo the rocks. When 
master had done flo;^ging her» and witness rose np 
the hlood was running down her heels, he ordered 
old Charles to run her down to the pond, and went 
as ordered; wtishcd her skin and the blood o^ber 
elotliea. Oa her return from the pond her master 
was peltiug her up to che bouse with stones ; the 
pond can he seen from the houaci ; ii was about 
two o'cltKik iti the day : Was struck by her mas-- 
ter at the cow-pen. On her return from tlie pond 
to the house her raaster ivas following her with a 
stickj but OS he could not catch her he continued 
pelting her ; on her return to l\\v house the Mood 
gushed out as had as ever. Har mLbiress calkd 
for a kettle of w&ter which she weut to take up. 
She met her master, be <^ave her a kick, and told 
her to gu out and change her clotlies. He follovvod 
ber into the wash-houae and heat her with a stick, 
and as he was beating her, witne^B hcggcii and 
said she had only two suits, but one was dirty and 
one was on. lie went out of the wash-house, and 
lo<:ked her up in it, and returntid and brought an 
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osnaburgh frock, and said witness mu$t put it on, 
and pull off the one she had on, aod made witness 
carry it with the handkerchief off her bead inio 
the kitchen aad hum IL Pier master remained 
ibi^re till ihey were burnedp Mr. Taylor was in 
the kitchen, and hefore the gown was done burn- 
ing. Miss Moreland came iDto the kitchen. After- 
wards she was ordered to cook dinner, and after- 
wards her nLEtsier coniinutug to heat her^ she could 
not bear it, and &he went away, (about fire o'clock 
F.!«») not i^uitc an hour after the clean frock was 
put on her, and walked ^art of the night to Mr. 
Raffiogton's." 

Such was the fellow feeling in the community 
wiih this clergyman, tbat though he acknowledged 
baviaj bad her punisbt;d for ber iusolence, and 
having stood at it diElance hearing her cries with* 
out relenting; since she had been vsr^ insoknt ; 
though bis own witneastss admitted the severity of 
her punishment, and ihoagh a magistrate declared 
that her back part from the shoulders down to the 
calves of her legs was one mass of Jaceraled flesh 
and gore ; yet the court of protection resolved this 
clerical and arbitrary oppressor of his fellow crca- 
ttire should not be subjected to farther inquiry 
while the victim of his violent caprice was remand- 
ed to the custody of her reverend proprietor, sub- 
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jected at intervals to impn&onment> occasional 
flogging and hard labour ia chains. Thus on the 
aide of the oppressor there was power. But it was 
in vain by sucii means to expect to attract thinking 
negroes to the parishchurt^h, A slave namedGcorge^ 
belonging to a lady, professedly favourable to 
missionary exertions^ Lad been for several ycara 
distinguished as a per^n of excelleDt character 
even among white persons in the neighbourhooc^. 
But he was a zealous and regular atlendant on the 
ministration of the metbodistSj and had thus be- 
come obnoxious to the same parish rector. One 
day passing tbe resideDce of this planter's priest, 
he was stopped by him and ordered to be laid 
down and flogged — the order was executed with 
severity, so ihat it was with difficulty George walk- 
ed to his home, about a mile distant Tbe Mis- 
tress {^ompUiued to ihc Gustos: the custos appoint- 
ed a day for inquiry^ but the reverend delinquent 
found means to quash farther procQediogs, though 
he could not prevent the negro peflmn try of the 
parish from their own eommenis and conclusions. 

The owner of the estate, 'Rural Retreat' was u 
lady residing in Scotkind; to whom it had lately 
descended by inheritance. It wa^ managed by an 
attorney — a magistrate in St. Thomas's, Tbe pre- 
rions proprietor of the estate had placed unlimited 
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confidence in a slave named Henry Williams, 
employing him under his own dircriion as so\& 
manager of ibe property » Having thus been ft 
ravoimLe with his deceased master, he was in very 
respectable circumstaDces, and his conduct bsa-id 
to have been unifi irmly such, ihat be had never, 
during that master s Ufo time, been subject to cor- 
poral punishmeat. He had for yenrs been a mem- 
ber of the methodist society, and had given such 
evidence, both of intelligence and piety, that he 
was appointed the leader of a class. 

The Attorney hearing of this appointment, ex- 
pressed his flispkasure* "I hear" he said, '*you are 
become a great preacher at the methodist chapd, 
but if eFor yoii go there a^iO] E will send you to 
Rodney Hall Workhouse*" Henry replied that 
be lyas no preai^herj hut that he had attended the 
chapel for yeats^ and had received much good 
there, ami had in it learned his duty to God and 
to his master. The attorney charged him also 
with the crime of dnivviog his fellow slaves to ihe 
chapel^ and thus ruining both them and himself* 
Henry admitted the fact of his trying to induce 
others to go thither. He had himself^ he said, been 
benefited by hia attendance, and he thought he 
could not do better than advise his fellow slaves to 
-nd there too^ and bat for that he felt confident 



OPPOSITION TO METHODISM. 155 

ibat ihey would not have minded their buaiDcss 
as ibey were now doing. On the following day 
the 4itLorEiey vbited ibe estQte, and Bummoned the 
whole ^ng before hitn, thi'oatened them witb 
severe punishment if they again weul lo the chapel. 
On thi* a femald slave, a sister of Henry Williams 
happened to hcai'e a daep sigh. The Attorney 
said, who is that groanipg, and perceiving who It 
was, ordered her to be laid down on the ground 
that ihey might inflict upon her a severe flogg- 
ing. 

Frora the estate the attorney went to the hoaae 
of the Rev. G, W. Bridges, which is near it, 
probably to consult with his rector on the tneans 
of checking this detested tendency to frequent 
tbe uietbod^st chape). The next duy Henry 
Williams having to pass that way, Mr. Bridges 
called him, and enquired his reason for preCering 
the melhodist chapel to the church* Henry 
fraDldy told him his reasons ; they were generally, 
that he derived more spiritual benefit from going 
(0 the chapel than to the church. Mr* Bridges, 
then told him that unless he came to church him" 
self and brought hi* fellow slaves with bitn, he 
was assured by the attorney that he must prepare 
for the consequences with which he bad been 
threatened on the succeeding Sunday. UcDry 
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Williama having received U»e orders of the attorney 
10 attend aichurcii with all iliepeople, wasooly him- 
self present during ihe service* After service, the 
Rtlorney asked bim where the real of ibetn were. 
Henry replied that the people had told him, that 
Sunday was their own, and that some of ibem had 
gone to ihe methodist chapel, and others had gone 
in other direclione, probahly to their grounds, or to 
market, hut that he himself though resolved not 
to relinquish the chapel, had come to diurch to 
show how desirous he was to obey the orders that 
had been given him* The attorney then told him 
he should be sent to Rodney Hall Workhouse; 
thither^ in a day or two, he was accordingly senti 
and though perfectly ready to go wiihpui con- 
Rtmint he was lashed round like a felon, his arms 
being fastened with ropes. This took place about 
the beginning of July. In the Woikhoiiae Rodney 
HaU, be was put in chains atid repeatedly logged, 
and «o severe was the punishment inflicted upon 
him» that after a time be became soil] that (he 
superintendant deemed it necessary to remove from 
bim the chains with tvhich he was loaded, and to 
place him in the hospital, where his death was es- 
pecied' The attorney it seems, was much dis- 
pleased with this lenity, alleging that the sickness 
of Henry Wiiliams was feigned, and signified his 
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intention of retnormg him lo a still more distant 
Workhouse. His poor wife cTideavoured to in- 
duce a gentleman to iniercede for her nearly mur- 
dered husband, who had been llius literally brought 
to death's door for no other oflfence than that of 
attending the methoLlkt chapel ; but in vain. 

At length, how^jver, the circumstances of the 
casevere brought to the knowledge of the editor 
of the newspaper, called the Watchman inid Jam- 
aica Free Press, who animadverted upon it in an 
able article with such just and pointed sererity, 
that the g^iilty party appears to have caught the 
alarm, and Henry Williams was soon after released 
from the Workhouse, and reconveyed to the Rural 
Retreat By this tlmt however he had been so cut 
up With the sevtsrc floijs^ing he had received, that 
his lifo was de&pared of; for several weeks he had 
been confined to his bed, and obliged to lie on his 
stomach day and night, bis back being a mass of 
corruption. It was uot in the fold of such a pastor 
that Karpha would seek shelter, or under the 
watchfulness of suult a shcpbeni, he could find 
pleasure to feed and lie down. 

He had oceasionally met, in the interior, the 
popular and active adherents of a form of chris- 
tianity, which seemed diverse from the rolonial 
establishment; and whose teachera and leaders 
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had 3II their ^rmpatbies cDlisCed in favour of the 
sable and opprcased race wliich peopled ilie island. 
They were not distinguished hy much intelligence, 
or possessed of a knowledge of even the ordinary 
branches of common learning. Many of them, 
though preachers, could not read, and yet professed 
a superiority to the men-made teachers of Euro- 
pean communions ; tb&y also placed much reliance 
in ritual ceremoniea, and in the coarentional 
ordiiiancea, which weru administered among them. 
The formal observance of which, and conformity 
with their discipline, were regarded as essentials of 
llieir religion. Originally from America, aad pos- 
sessed of much of the fanatical energies and enthu- 
siasm of ignorant sectaries, from that comiiry, they 
were designated the black baptish of Jamaica ; 
and included a numher of congregations distinct 
from all clasps of other christiau denominations 
in the island* 

Karpba had sometimes witnessed their observ- 
ances, and overhctLrd their addresses ; but was not 
identified with them. His continuance near Mon- 
Lttgo liay brought him into familiar intercourse 
with the English Baptist Missionaries. Tbfi earli- 
est of these devoted men* settled in Jamaica, were 
mild in tbeir apirit, forbearing in their compas- 
sions, and conciliatory toward the dominant 
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owuers of the slaves. They were abstiMetit from 
all polemicnl or v^enturous disscusion of the slaves' 
suB^'^uge or claims ; and €vea hesitated to unfold 
the whole counsel of God for tlie redemplion of 
ensiamd sinners. Tbey taught notliing eon- 
iX9xy to truth, and propagated as mucb as they 
thought they might, without offence to the "pow- 
61*6 thai be." They laboui^ed to save the negro in 
his slavery, rather than from Lis wretched de^- 
datioti* Yet all their sympathies were with the 
unhappy safferer; and the contrast between the 
endowed chaplain and tlie self-denying missionary 
waa apparent to the slave. He needed no prophet's 
virion to discern his friend, and perceive what 
was the desire of his heart. Planters at that lime 
were not so vigilant, or so jealous of christian lib- 
erty as thev proved afterwards. Much prelimi- 
nary work was therefore now efTected, and Karpha 
was silently and successfully subdued to the 
dominion of the truth. 

Slavery and the full exhibition of the gospel 
were, however, incompatible; and the auccess of 
laissiun:^ had an action and a reactioii. The mis-^ 
SLonari(!s became more courageous, and acted less 
under restraint : the negroes perceived and ap- 
preciated the privileges of freedom.. The plaiiterA 
ultimately observed the growth and vigour of the 
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principles whioh liad taken root among tlie ftlavcs^ 
andauughtby violence tbeir exlirpalion. The 
coUision was appaliiog, and tbe issue disaMTous 
to tbe infatuated oppre^sor^, a^s thev were at first 
threatening and tiying lo the faithful and constant 
adherents of truth and benevolence* In Barbadoes 
and Deiuarara, with the metbodists and the inde- 
pendents, conflicts and impending insttrrecttons 
had been witnessed, nnd missionaries had been 
persecuted, tbetr chapels thrown down, and their 
converts cruelly maligned and traduced. But the 
day of terror came again on Jamaica. 

Rumours bad been prevalent among tbe Qegroes 
that in consequence o{ active friends pleading 
their cause in England, a period was soon to he 
put to their slavery. They even had it reported 
that a king's letter was recerv*ed by the aulhorities, 
commanding liberty for the nen;ro ; while a bitter 
hostility was evinced by active partisans of 
the system toward the slave and all who he- 
friended him. Laws were passed restricting the 
recreationsj and the period wherein labour was 
suspended, HolidaySj long established, were ab- 
rogated, and more labour was exacted than for- 
merly. A plantation brawl occurred atSaU Spring, 
where in the course of siat years tbe number of 
ilaves decreased from two buudred and fifty-three. 
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by deaths^ to one hundred and aepenty-seven, or 
five per cent* per annum. Some of the negroes 
were reported by their manager as behaving 
INSOLENTLY towards him ** the ringleaders lie se- 
lected and sent to the work-house, Montega Bay, 
under the charge of two constables, to be flogged ? 
the constables were disarmed on the way — their 
prisoners liberated ; the estate was visiied by mil- 
itia, and the frightened negroes fled> for a brief 
season, to the woods. A trash-house is where the 
refu^ of the canes i^ depo$itod to serve as fuel ; 
gnd this refuse, when dry^ is exceedingly combus- 
tibie; such a house was burned in Treluwney; it 
was visible from many aurroanding points, reflect- 
ing on the horizon ; andj to the guilt^' apprehen- 
sions of many, it appeared a confiajration by the 
incendiary — the first blaae of a rebellious destruc- 
tion* The white inhabitants were in alarm— a 
thousand confused runioui's boated about- 

At this juncture many believed tho negroes 
would not c omply with a new law respecliug holi- 
days, and that they imagined terms of liberty had 
been granted by the king's govemmeiii^ but that 
their fulfilment was withheld by the planlers. 

Both Presbyterian and Baptist missionaries con- 
sulted how they might counteract the resolulion 
which the slaves had adopted; by mesaengera 
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ibejr ftssored tl>e negroes tiutt the king bad nol 
Bent oni their ft^e papers, and begged ihey voi 
resutue th^ir work a& u&ual- 

Furtlier amd mote general inqoiry conrii 
them diat the negro dbafleciion wa& very extei 
Yet in ihelr public a^setublius, aud in private 
inixeatcd ifaat (He filavea woM he subject to tl^eir 
mascera and return to their work. Xumeroos 3res 
were seen* reflecting from liie iaterior and illi 
atiog the surroanding hills. Incendiarism 
vailed in every district arouod— thd tailirary n-ews 
in active service, and the countfy itt a dreadTut 
fttate of confusion. Many of tbe licetitious slaves 
indulged in intoxicaiing drink wbicb ibey had 
been allowed for several days. Presbyterian, 
Baptist and Methodist Missionaries, seeking il 
refuge from the scenes of cruelty and revenge, 
united in a special prayer meeting, imploring tlie 
isuprcme Ruler to suppress the rebellion, which 
threatened desolation and desEiuction around them. 
They found consolation in repeating such engage- 
ments ; for the fires of incendiary warfare spread 
inure densely and widely in their viciDity. The 
governor convened a council of war, and the com- 
mander-in-chief was dispatched forMontego Bay, 
accompanied with military rcinforceinentSt Orders 
weri! issued for tbe posting of troops so iis to cut 
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off oil communications heUveen the disturbed dis- 
tricts and other parts of the island. The niililary 
on shore ivere considered, by their general, insufll- 
«ienl to suppress the insurgents : the naval power 
of the Rose, the Hyadnlh, and the Champion, 
was tbererore called into action, and troops were 
cottveyed by water to reinforce weak poiilts. 
Gradually the country aaswmed the aspect of an 
eneampnient. The negroes at first, retired to the 
woods before the militia, Itut grew holder by de- 
grees, and continued to harass their pursuers; till 
the advance parties of the militia were withdrawn ; 
from a fear lest they should be cut off in detail* 
The Maroons were noiv employed forllie desinic- 
lion of rtin-away slaves, as blood hounds had been 
paraded for their own subjugatiun, These poor 
degraded beinga— themselves the offspring of 
Africans — were tolerated by jdaciers as ihe in- 
habitants of Maroon Town, in a kind of freedom, 
that they should serve as hunters to trace and cap- 
ture, to killer restore such negroes as had retired to 
the woods, A price was fixed by law which they 
should receive for every slave whom ihey restored or 
whose flflrs they produced before the constituted 
authorities. Such was the irtstrumenlality which 
a commander-in-chief, now a gallant lord, em- 
ployed to aid British Soldiers and Sailors in eub- 
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duing run aw&y negroes } Karpha witnei^ed such 
scenes; but he rc^membcrerl tbe days of bis own saF- 
fenng; and bad moreover learned thai it is better 
to suHer tlian inflict sufTeTing — and cbat religion 
is better fierved by paiientendamnce of wrong than 
by revenge. 

It tried his spirit morej however, to observe bow 
the spiritual benefactors and faithful frienda of the 
negroes were treated ; and be ivotidered at tbe 
patience and long sufflaring of God- The Mis- 
cionaKes heard that iLeir houses bad bce;n cntered- 
not by riff; roes ; their goods plundered, and their 
chapeU raised lu the ground, principally by white 
person*, headed by a Dr. B. The rector of tbe 
parish of Hanover, was repaied as the chief of 
ihoae who aided in collecting a white mob ; was 
present with them in iheir demolition, and gloried 
in their dL'struction, of a house consecrated to the 
aervice of God. Thirteen Slissionary Chapels 
vefe thus destroyed. The Journalist organ of the 
planters thus impiously triumphed in the riotous 
achievements of hia confederates. **^Tbe British 
Cbiipeh are all down in ibis qnarler; aiid Barehell, 
and Gardner are in goal i but report say, that if 
even they are found guilty, the governor has orders 
not to hang thero*" ■* Dreadful earthquakes f 
"""vy alarming earthquakes were ejEperienced in 
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iLe parishes of Westmorland, Hanover, Si, 
Jsmes, Trelawncyj and St. Ann's daring the last 
weelf, and occasioned nanch destructicm of property. 
It is, Lowever, veiy gratifying to state that the 
whole damage was confined to those dsns of hxH- 
tlony the baptist chapels ; not one of which \% left 
stalionary. The mvfnl tHspeftsatton ought lo oper- 
ate as a warning to the lovers of sedition and insti- 
gators of irnrendiarisin, to quit our shores, to avoid 
the fate tliat awaiis item, as it is quite eviJent 
llie linger of God ie upon them." Thus did tliese 
impious mtn blasphemously ascribe their own 
diabolical acts to the providence of a holtf Cod. 

The missionaries were apprehended as criminals, 
when convened for prnyer ; first, under the pre- 
tence that they should be employed as soldiers, but, 
speedily thercufler, to be impTisoiied under arrest. 
One of their company was seissed — a second was 
added, and a third was joined to the siiflering hand j 
and required^ at half an hour's notiec, to pruceed 
lohcad quarters, twenty-one miles distant svithout 
permission to see mfe or children, or to commu- 
iiieate, except on an open slip of paper. They 
were not informed what crime was laid lo their 
charge ; their persons were searched j find, gnarfled 
by loaded muskets, fixed bayonets, and drawn 
swerds, they were marched through the town to 
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the beach, and embarked on board an open canoe. 
After seven hours exposure to a vertical sun they 
were landed in Montego Bay, marched and counter- 
marched, and guarded as before from and to the 
Court House. On the streets their wives were 
allowed to give them the only refreshment afforded 
during the day — a little brandy and water. Placed 
in a temporary prison, a candle was stuck in a 
bottle in front of them, and four men with drawn 
bayonets were appointed to guard them. Greatly 
in aggravation of their suffering they here learned 
(tor the first time) that they were regarded as the 
promoters and directors of the rebellion. Horrible 
imprecations and the fuiy of exa^>erated passions 
were poured out upon them ; the bayonets of their 
siuards were pointed to their breasts, — other 
threatening gestures and expressions indicated a 
sadly characteristic depravity. Even benevolent 
friendship deemed it seasonable and only honest 
to assure the missionaries, that "the less prejudiced 
and more discerning portion of the commonity 
thought, with the informant, that the missionaries 
had been the unintentional cause of the distur- 
bance : that the slaves had perreited passages of 
scripture which had been read to them, snch as 
' Fight the good ti^t of faith :' < If the Son make 
you free, ye shall be Iree inde«i:' that popular 
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linour rose very high against thera, — ^thatacon- 
"iiderailon of their moLivea alone inspired any for- 
beara'nce towards ihem/' 

Karphii Hstened to the recital of ihe sufleringB 
of another missionary, irhose labours he had seen 
elsewhere. Seized in ihe poljHc sireuts, while 
waiking iu company with auoiher fellow labourer, 
Mr. Bos was hniTied to the guard room and de- 
livered to the commaudiDg officer, without a pause, 
whose insulting language thus saluted thu captive; 
— " Wellj sir, you are a devilish cJeper fellow^ up 
yonr way, I understand ;" and who imtneJiuiely 
took &tt!ps to secure htm us a pnsouer. lUdicule 
and contempt, interspersed with oaths and curses, 
with filthy vile e^rpressions, were heaped upou the 
christian miuister, even nhile seeking cousolatiun 
from the Divine word J and exposed to the spec- 
tators on the streets, and ihe dissolute soldiery. 

Though exhausted hy a scorching ride of more 
thira thirty miles during the day, he was denied a 
bed and left to a chair and tahle in the corner of 
the guard room, throughout the niyht. Next day 
his g;uard3 were changed, aud their cai*ahines loaded 
under the ^ye of their commanding oflicer; while 
all intercourse with hira was interdicted. Under 
their escort he was comlucted to the comraon 
prison, wiA.«o other iniLmation than the otQL-«^'« 
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word : '-'you are to be committed to the jail. Sir." 
Here the only alleviation his persecutors adminis- 
tered was the assurance, that he was to be made as 
comfortable as possible among fehni. There were 
in this criminal prison, fifty fom* persons — some 
of them condemned convicts — some committed for 
high crimes and misdemeanors; bat the greater 
part were in confinement for their owners debts, 
waiting until the expiration of martial law, when 
they should be sold to the highest bidders. Here 
was exhibited an indiscriminate mixture of diseases. 
Some were afflicted with the small pox ; others 
with complaints peculiar to the country : but all, 
with few exceptions, were incrusted with filth — as 
no water was allowed to them to wash their skin 
and clothes during the whole time in which Mr. 
Box, was detained a prisoner. Before sun-set he 
was shewn to bis c^, where was a mattress on which 
to sleep. Locked up at nine o'clock by the jail- 
er, he found consolation in ofiering up his evening 
sacrifice in his gloomy dungeon. However devoui 
his prayer, his attempt to sleep was unsuccessful; 
swarms of insects infested the place — the light of 
morning was nevermore welcome to sleepless eyes. 
The next night his distraction was worse and he 
was driven to pace his cell, for nine hours, to pre- 
Tent the vermin from crawling n{ig| him. The 



next iMPnung it vas the Lord's Day ; and, admitted 
10 the prison yard, he enjoyed a little rest in slec]t. 
The dUh)iieS9 of tbe ceil, andihe poiaonouj^ pri&OTi 
effluvia were making inroad* on his health ; while 
yet no crime waylaid to hia charge. The marshal 
oi the prison, moved with pity, proposed an ex- 
<;hange of cells between hiro and a high-way rohber* 
wlmat; cell was raiher freer from venomona insects 
and lis air was sweeter and more pure- — the convict, 
thoQgli a prisoner for life, consented* The super- 
ior authorities evinced no relaxation ; the prison 
was closely watchedj and so regularly and jealously 
guarded that the jailer himself could not enter 
unless the marshal vrere present ; and often the 
otlier poor prisoners were kept til! nearly nighi 
without food or water, because the usual access to 
ihem for their friends was cut offl In such con- 
fnement was an untried and guiltless missionary 
immured 1e^ he shuuld eAcape^ and because (he 
popular feeling of the whites was passionately 
bitter against liim. Karpha and othera did not 
share this resenttoeni^they made their prayers 
unto God on behalf of their beloved teachers ; hm 
it was to expose themselves to a participation in 
the aJEiction of God's servant* 

George Atkins, a negro associate, had been 
found guiltj^ierely of attending at the hou: 
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hi» absent pastor, and of being seen in llie act of 
prayer. There was no otlier charge agninsi bim 
but that of praving; yel he was convicted, senten- 
ced to Lard labour, flogged and sent lo prison (o^ 
BIX luontlis. One man proved that be saw hblips 
move, and tbat he was in the auUude of prayer.j 
Anoiber negro waa fiiraikvlj convicted of iJiiarl 
monstrous ufletjce, brin^ at prayer ; and sentenced 
to six months confinement- Jjiefore the same 
tribunal a ivhitc offender was triedfor, and convicted 
uf, the crime of murder — of a slave : and wi 
senlenctd only to five mouths imprisoninenL, ivilh- 
out either whip]»i»g or hard labour ;— so diflferent' 
in the judgment of planters was the offence of wor- 
abipping God, and the crime o( killing a felloT 
fnaOj if his sltin happened to be sable, and his 
race African* 

But if the negroes sympathised with Uieir mm- 
isters and prayed for their deliverance, it was con- 
cluded or pretended by the masters thai they 
knew the plans and conspiracies of the mission- 
aries : and hence the ungenerous efforts of men 
in power lo suborn evidence or torture witnesses, 
to fahiry and accuse the absent and guiltless. 
Poor women were tbrealeiied and tLeir busbanda 
flofrged to constrain tbem to ulLer some iosinua- 
tion agaiDst the misaionanes. Ii^bne case a 
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magistrate tlius addressed a wom&n^ f^hom he Lad 
reaolved to imjilicaie — '^ now w^e have ^r?orf^rflo/ 
tliat you did riicoive tbem, (letters;) now tell us 
the ifuth ; if you don't there is a boat ready to 
ship you off." She replied, " I cannot tell a lie 
about myself or Mr. B. I never did receive any 
letters/' "Now ray good woman, I won't send 
for a constable to talce you to the court bouse, but 
I will carry you myself; so you bad better tell 
the truth" He then toolc her to the court house 
and put on her haiidcujfn^ nmong a hundred 
negroeSj where she remained lill neiLt day j when 
a militia colonel came and said, " have you not 
letters from Mr^ B* P" her answer was — '* Noi" 
"Are you not a baptist. ?" she coufeased " yes." 
"You see' said he " the gaUows out there" point- 
ing to it; " if they were to hang up Mr. B. and 
yourself how would you halloo! they must let 
down Mr. B, and hang yourself," Suth means 
failed to extort a confessiou and the coura^oua 
woman was discharged. 

A militia oflicer held his sword orer the head of 
another negro s bead, and pointing to the guilows 
said, " if ynu do not tell something about the 
baptist parsons you ithaU he hmig ftp there.'' 
Another ne^'o was taken prisoner and subjected 
to the following exam inaiion — Di; : ''Dif 
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not Mr. B. tell you to rebel ?" " No, Sir,**— 
" Tell me the truth— tell me that Mr. B. did td\ 
you to do so, OR ill blow tour brains out;*' 
at the same time presenting a ^/s/o/ a^ Ai£ ^a</; 
the negro might well fear the threat and doubtingly 
said; "Ah for truth massa, me forget, the night 
before Mr. B. go away, him tell me simting tan 
so." A resi>ectable witness was present when one 
of the authorities of the Jjucea workhouse, was 
superintending the flogging of a rebel negro. The 
driver gave three lashes when his superior cried 
out, " what, no blood yet ? tell me you rascal, did 
not Mr. Burchell tell you to rebel ?" the negro 
replied, " No massa, I don't know Mr. B. I never 
see him*' "Tell me," his oppressor again ex- 
claimed, " did not that bloody villain Burchell, 
tell you to do it?" To all such and similar ques- 
tions the poor victim stedfastly replied, that he 
" did not know Mr. Burchell and never saw him.*' 
Such a system excited the sympathy of kindred 
citizens — the free men of colour could no longer 
remain silent, and one of them, in the Jamaica 
assembly, gave eloquent utterance to sentiments 
and feelings, which would have been creditable 
to the most distinguished statesman. The 
parentage of Mr. Beaumont was sprung from 
the African race; and though a creole mulatto 
birth, he powerfully demonstrated that for 
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llie negroes he had the heart of a man a^d a 

brother. He sounded the death litiell ofsWery. 
" Not all tht3 euergies, nor talenis, nor sophistry 
oflen ihousaud preachers, of any sect, from this, 
or from any other country"— said thi* fearless 
champion—'' will persuade the General Assembly 
oftlie Kirk of Scotland, ihut slavery is a blessing 
10 huiiianiiy. Ay, too well do we know in 
Janinica uhal a curse the system is I Legislators 
of Jamaica, look arguud you ! ht^huld the con- 
dition of your country [ — contemplate the laws of 
other lands !— behold the rapid march of free 
institutions over the civilized world, aijtl say if by 
wasting the means of an impoverished and almost 
mined island — by establishing a new hierarchy 
you cau perpetuate slavery here I Not all the 
Presbyterian kirks — not all the Episuupalian 
chnrches — not all the sectarian mei^llng honses, 
which the rulers of the human species can build, 
will stop the progress of liberal institutiona ! The 
decree of nature has gone forth to all the world, 
and man must obey it I Slavery has heard the 
award of destruction issued against her, and the 
eflbrts of her partisans will not save her ; 
but they ihemsclvea may perish in her ruins! 
"With a curious inconsistencyj easily accounted 
for when we remember tliai ilit: warmest advocates 
for libera! imstitutions as respects theii' own state, aro 
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the proprietors of slaves, you are now proceeding to 
vote a sum of money, part of which is to encour- 
age education ! Can you educate a man in Eng- 
lish literature without teaching him to love free- 
dom ? Are not the lower orders of the free 
population (now admitted to the same political 
rights as yourselves) closely connected by the 
strongest ties of nature with the slaves P Can you 
prevent the spirit which you infuse in that class 
from infusing its liberty loving influence into that 
other class with which it is allied by the tenderest 
relations and sympathies ? I do not tell you what 
is to be brought about by any effort of mine. I 
merely ask you to see the ' coming events cast- 
ing their shadows before them ;' and which it re- 
quires no power of political prophecy to predict. 
As the human mind advances in civilization, its 
newly developed energies demand freer principles 
of government. The degraded being then throws 
off his fetters and demands his place in the family 
of mankind ! Can any preacher, of any sect, 
stop this tide of feeling ? — let him first arrest the 
ebb of the ocean. As well might he essay to 
give the globe on which we breathd another im- 
petus, as hope he can cause the human intellect to 
retrace its course, and then stagnate in slavery 
and bigotry. 
"Bat let not the people— I mean the slave 
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possessors of Jamaica, be deceive:! ; let them 
not imagine tbat by espellttig (if such a measure 
were evei) practicable) lei ihem not iroagine tbal 
by expelling every preaclier of every denoinina- 
tion from this island, they can insure tranquillity 
to tbiiniselves; the evitleiice before your cumiuittees, 
your o^n experience, convinces yoQ tbal your slaves 
ore daily increasing in knowledge, improvingia civ- 
ilization. Think you, thntthcspringof the human 
mind, puliabed by civilization and tempered by 
education, will notesert its elasticity ? you have it 
in evidence, that many of the slaves read the news- 
papers- Then they must peruse all the argument& 
used by yourselves to justify your resistance to the 
mandates of the SD^ereign. To perpetuate slavery 
youmuatnotalonebani^h sectai^an niinistei^j — vou 
must stop the progress of civilization — ^you must 
not bttrely fetter, you must destroy the press— yow 
must ceascj to express your opinions in this houge 
— at the public nieeliugs — or even at your private 
tables; you must be yourselves the worst of slave*, 
in order to perpetuate the slaverj^ of others — of 
men apcaking the same language with yourselves. 
"Your rule of politics must conform lo changes 
in the public opinions here and in Britian ; it must 
conform, it must shape iiself to the changes which 
have taken place in tlie mass of the people for 
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whom you are legislating. Thus it is you will 
render your property secure; thus it is you will 
preserve your wives from pollution, your homes 
from the fire hrand of the incendiary, your lives 
from the knife of the assassin, your sisters, and 
daughters from the pollution of the ravisher. By 
a wise, a liberal, a just policy give to each man in 
the country, be his complexion or condition what 
it may, an interest in preserving your institutions, 
in protecting your property ; then and then only 
will you be safe. What men have more faithfully 
fought your battles in the late insurrection than 
the free mulattoes and blacks ? — None. Are they 
not the same men as their brethren in slavery P 
why then not increase your friends, and diminish 
your national enemies by adopting measures to 
facilitate the progress of emancipation ?" 

Such sentiments and appeals, though they ex- 
asperated the slave-holders' ^vi*ath, wrought upon 
his fears ; and a conviction that sympathy with 
the speaker, prevailed among his class ; compelled 
statesmen to prepare for the abolition of slavery. 
But here, for the present, must we leave Karpha 
and his family, anticipating another time when 
we may close their eventful history, as emanci- 
pated, christian negroes. 

JAVKI lAWMDBS, PBIHTSB, DBAHSOATE, XAMCHEBTBB. 
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FageTB, S2iid. line "barbariom" instead of "barbarous." 

Pi^ 80, IStfa. line "numerioos" instead of "numerous." 

Page 81, ISth. line "assistence" instead of "assistance." 

Page 83, omit the period at the end of the last line, and insei-t tliR 

same after the word " not" in the line above. 

Page 84, 13th. line of poetry "bridle-reign«" instead of "bridle-reins." 

Page 84, lath, line of poetry "scarbbard" instead of scabbard." 
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